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Quantum circuit theory has become a powerful and indispensable tool to predict the dynamics of
superconducting circuits. Surprisingly however, the question of how to properly account for a time-
dependent driving via external magnetic fields has hardly been addressed so far. Here, we derive
a general recipe to construct a low-energy Hamiltonian, taking as input only the circuit geometry
and the solution of the external magnetic fields. A gauge fixing procedure for the scalar and vector
potentials is given which assures that time-varying magnetic fluxes make contributions only to the
potential function in the Schrödinger equation. Our proposed procedure is valid for continuum
geometries and thus significantly generalizes previous efforts, which were based on discrete circuits.
We study some implications of our results for the concrete example of a parallel-plate SQUID
circuit. We show that if we insist on representing the response of this SQUID with individual,
discrete capacitances associated with each individual Josephson junction, this is only possible if
we permit the individual capacitance values to be negative, time-dependent or even momentarily
singular. Finally, we provide some experimentally testable predictions, such as a strong enhancement
of the qubit relaxation rates arising from the effective negative capacitances, and the emergence of
a Berry phase due to time dependence of these capacitances.

I. INTRODUCTION

Superconducting circuits have proved to be a success-
ful design kit for the creation of new quantum systems,
especially for quantum information processing. Artificial
atoms, and crafted light-matter couplings, have emulated
and extended nature, using the new paradigm of circuit
quantum electrodynamics (cQED) [1]. This paradigm
has now produced quantum-computing devices of unri-
valled complexity [2]. cQED has been underpinned by
a very handy scheme for turning the description of an
electric circuit into a quantum Hamiltonian [3–7]; taking
a lumped-element point of view, one identifies capaci-
tors, inductors, and Josephson junctions, each of which
contributes its own piece to this Hamiltonian. It has
always been understood that, as successors of the super-
conducting quantum interference device (SQUID), these
circuits have a very effective means for in-place control of
their quantum characteristics, via the setting of thread-
ing magnetic fields.

However, it was very recently remarked by You, Sauls,
and Koch [8] that some important aspects of the Hamil-
tonian description of cQED have not yet been appro-
priately discussed, when including time-dependent (elec-
tro)magnetic fields. The problem is in fact of a very gen-
eral nature. When describing a quantum system with a
Hamiltonian H (x), depending on an external parameter
x (in our case, the magnetic flux), there is an ambiguity
when including a time-dependent drive x → x (t): the
system dynamics differ, depending on the choice of ba-
sis through the unitary operator U , by the extra term in
the Hamiltonian operator in the Schrödinger equation,
−iẋU∂xU†. For a general quantum system, finding the
suitable basis may be challenging, since a microscopic
derivation of H is not always available. In [8], this ba-

sis was found for lumped-element quantum circuits by
means of an “irrotational” gauge for the Hamiltonian,
Hirr, where the extra term related to U vanishes.

In the present work, we strongly generalize the no-
tion of an irrotational gauge to continuous circuit models.
Such a generalization is, in spirit, reminiscent of efforts
to extend the single-mode description of the circuit envi-
ronment [9–13] to more realistic models with continuous
degrees of freedom [14, 15]. In particular, we find that
the suitable irrotational gauge for the vector potential,
Airr(r, t), is the Coulomb gauge, supplemented with an
additional boundary condition at the (super)conductor
surfaces. The part of Airr parallel to the surfaces con-
nects to the London gauge (and thus to the Meissner
screening currents), whereas a generally dominant per-
pendicular part relates to surface charges generated by
the time-varying magnetic field. With this gauge we are
able to formulate a precise set of steps in order to ar-
rive at the correct time-dependent Hamiltonian, starting
from a general device geometry and a given time depen-
dent magnetic field as the input.

In addition, our proposed gauge allows for a consid-
erable reduction of the computational effort in experi-
mentally relevant device geometries. Namely, due to the
widespread use of the Niemeyer-Dolan technique [16, 17],
Josephson junctions are often incorporated in thin, long
filamentary structures. The conditions of the irrotational
gauge allow us to show that if such junction filaments are
sufficiently thin, they can be eliminated from the device
geometry altogether when we solve for Airr.

We illustrate our results with the example of a 1D
SQUID-circuit geometry where analytic solutions are ac-
cessible. Importantly, while a mapping from the con-
tinuous circuit model onto a lumped-element circuit still
works, it comes in general at the expense of having to
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assign negative or even time-dependent capacitances to
each Josephson junction, depending on the circuit ge-
ometry and magnetic field distribution. We note though
that the effect here is of purely dynamical origin, and has
nothing to do with any material properties such as, e.g.,
negative capacitances in ferroelectric materials [18–23].
In particular, the total capacitance of an island (sum of
junction and other capacitances) remains constant and
positive. Nonetheless, negative and time-dependent ca-
pacitances lead to observable consequences. The former
results in significant deviations for the prediction of qubit
relaxation rates, whereas the latter yields a finite Berry
phase in the adiabatic regime, the measurement of which
is experimentally achievable [24, 25].

For a general circuit model, finding Airr in practice re-
quires finding the low-frequency solution of the electric
field EḂ(r, t) as a response to the time-dependent mag-
netic field B(r, t). This is essentially equivalent to a first
order expansion in the finite-frequency circuit impedance
calculation Feynman presented in his 23rd lecture [26].
As a result, we expect that state-of-the-art numerical
field solvers for capacitances and inductances (such as
FastCapTM and FastHenryTM, built on the fundamen-
tal methodological insights of Ruehli [27, 28]), often de-
ployed for realistic circuit geometries, would require an
extension with corrections due to finite driving frequen-
cies.

Finally, we expect that our results are relevant also
for the time-dependent control of topological circuits.
Namely, to guarantee for a certain topological system
in a given symmetry class [29, 30] to remain in said class
under the influence of an external drive imposes in gen-
eral the same symmetry restrictions onto the extra term
−iẋU∂xU†. In this regard, we believe that our work
could for instance be of importance to reevaluate the
topological protection of time-dependent flux-driving of
Majorana-based circuits [31] for realistic device geome-
tries.

This paper is structured as follows. In Sec. II we de-
velop the general recipe to construct the Hamiltonian
for quantum circuits in the presence of a time-dependent
drive, including the definition of a general notion of an
irrotational gauge for the vector field. We apply these
principles at the example of a simple SQUID geome-
try in Sec. III and discuss measurable consequences of
anomalous capacitances. In Sec. IV we establish a con-
nection between our work and Ref. [8] through refining
the lumped-element approach and going to a continuum
limit. The conclusions are presented in Sec. V.

II. GENERAL GEOMETRIES AND GAUGE
FIXING

For visualization purposes, throughout this section we
refer to the example of a SQUID circuit with a generic
geometry (Fig. 1(a)), driven with a time-dependent mag-
netic field B (r, t). We comment at the end of this sec-
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Figure 1. Some of the main accomplishments of this work.
(a) We develop a recipe to derive the correct time-dependent
Hamiltonian for circuits with a general geometry, taking as
input the time-dependent magnetic field B (t) (red), from
which the time-dependent electric field E (t) (blue) is de-
rived. (b) We find that in this general case, it is not al-
ways possible to assign well-behaved capacitances to the two
Josephson junction of a SQUID. While the total capacitance
Ctot = Ceff,1 (t) + Ceff,2 (t) is guaranteed to be constant in
time and positive definite, if we force a mapping to a model
with effective junction capacitances Ceff,j (t), these may be
negative, time-dependent or even momentarily singular.

tion, how to generalize to arbitrary circuits. We as-
sume that the lumps making up the circuit are perfect
(super)conductors, expelling both electric and magnetic
fields from their interior. In the SQUID, we refer to one
of the lumps as the island i and the other one as the
ground g (setting its voltage to zero). They have sur-
faces Sl, with vector nl normal to the surface. The index
l = i, g enumerates the lumps. Only the surface of the
island has to form a closed manifold, the ground surface
can be (and usually is) extended. Two Josephson junc-
tions connecting the two lumps enclose a finite area A,
which is pierced by the flux

Φ (t) =

¨
A
d2x nA ·B (r, t) , (1)

where A will lie in the (x, y)-plane in our examples later.

A. The state of the art

Circuits as in Fig. 1(a) are usually right away trans-
formed into a lumped element circuit as shown in
Fig. 1(b), where to each junction with Josephson energy
EJk one assigns a capacitance Ck.

Any external flux Φ(t) enters the Hamiltonian as a
phase φ (t) = 2πΦ (t) /Φ0 where Φ0 = h/ (2e) is the flux
quantum. For a time-independent flux, φ̇ = 0, the dy-
namics of the SQUID circuit is described by a Hamilto-
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nian of the form

Ĥα =
(2e)

2

2Ctot
n̂2 − EJ1 cos (ϕ̂+ αφ)

− EJ2 cos (ϕ̂+ [α− 1]φ) , (2)

where the island charge and phase operators satisfy the
commutation relations [ϕ̂, n̂] = i, and the total capaci-
tance of the island is Ctot =

∑
k=1,2 Ck. Importantly, in

the absence of time-dependent driving, the constant, real
parameter α can be chosen arbitrarily: all Hamiltonians
Hα will give rise to the same predictions irrespective of
α, making α a gauge degree of freedom, expressed by the
unitary transformation Ĥα = ÛαĤ0Û

†
α, with Ûα = eiαφn̂.

When including a time-dependent driving of B, result-
ing in a time-dependent flux φ, it seems tempting to sim-
ply take the Hamiltonian (2) for a given α, and insert a
time-dependent flux φ → φ (t). However, as discussed
in Ref. [8], this is generally not correct. For a time-
dependent φ (t), Hamiltonians (2) with different α give
rise to a physically distinct time evolution, simply be-
cause the unitary transformation Ûα is now time depen-
dent, and therefore needs to show up in the Schrödinger
equation through the extra term −iÛα∂tÛ†α = −αφ̇n̂.
Hence, to correctly predict the dynamics of the time-
dependent problem, α has to be fixed. The authors of
Ref. [8] deploy the Lagrangian method including time-
dependent contraints, and show that for the SQUID, the
time dependent version of the Hamiltonian Eq. (2) is cor-
rect when

α =
C2

Ctot
. (3)

The authors refer to this as the irrotational gauge. For
any other gauge, there will appear linear terms ∼ φ̇n̂ in
the Hamiltonian, due to the time-dependent basis trans-
formation. To summarise, [8] argues that a Hamiltonian
of the form of Eq. (2) can only be found for the time-
dependent problem when fixing α through the knowledge
of the capacitances of the Josephson junctions Ck.

Crucially, while we deem the procedure proposed in
Ref. [8] to be correct when based on the assumptions
stated therein, it comes with one particular assumption
which we want to put under further scrutiny: the hy-
pothesis that one can assign a definite, constant, positive
capacitance Ck to each junction.

In the following, we will consider the problem from a
pure electrodynamic point of view, with general, realistic
device geometries living in continuous 3D space. Impor-
tantly, we will show that indeed, in general this critical
hypothesis must be relaxed to some extent. In particular,
we find that a mapping of the realistic circuit Fig. 1(a)
to the lumped element circuit in Fig. 1(b) is only possi-
ble if one accepts potentially negative, time-dependent,
or even momentarily singular capacitances Ck (t), which
depend not only on the circuit geometry, but also on
the spatial distribution of the magnetic field. It is only

guaranteed that the total capacitance Ctot =
∑
k Ck (t)

remains constant and positive.
The demonstration of these facts will involve the fol-

lowing two steps. We first lay out the precise condi-
tions under which the induced electric field E (r, t) can
be uniquely determined based on a certain circuit geom-
etry as well as a given magnetic field B (r, t). Then, we
discuss how we can, given E(r, t), arrive at the scalar
and vector potentials with the gauge fixed according to
a generalization of the irrotational condition of [8].

B. Solutions of time-dependent electromagnetic
fields

Let us assume that a specific magnetic field texture
B (r, t) is provided by some external source. Because of
the Meissner effect, the magnetic field is expelled from
the inside of the conductors, on the length scale given by
the London penetration depth λ. In order to figure out
the resulting electric field E, it is useful to separate the
discussion for the field inside the conductors and outside.

First, let us discuss the interior of the conductors. The
Meissner effect involves a screening supercurrent, given
by Ampère’s law j = ∇×B/µ0. For a time-varying mag-
netic field, there immediately emerges the resulting elec-
tric field due to the first London equation, E = µ0λ

2∂tj.
Let us say a couple of words about the nature of this

electric field. Due to current conservation ∇ · j = 0, so
the current, and therefore the electric field inside, must
be fully tangential to the surface, nl · E = 0. Just like
the magnetic field, this tangential electric field penetrates
the superconductor to a distance λ inside the surface, as
determined by the ac Meissner screening currents. This
insight is of importance for the now following discussion
of the exterior electric fields.

Namely, for said exterior, the resulting electric field
E (r, t) is determined by

∇×E = −Ḃ, (4)
∇ ·E = 0 . (5)

As mentioned in the introduction, this is equivalent to a
first order expansion of the field solutions discussed by
Feynman [26]. Moreover, the electric field at the conduc-
tor surfaces has to satisfy the general boundary condi-
tion [32], nl × (E1 −E2) = 0, where E1,2 are the electric
fields at the interface, when approaching it from the out-
side or from the inside, respectively. Here, this amounts
to

nl ×E

∣∣∣∣
x∈Sl

= λ2nl ×
(
∇× Ḃ

)∣∣∣∣
x∈Sl

, (6)

where E on the left-hand side is the solution, when ap-
proaching the surface Sl from the exterior. The above
condition essentially requires the part of the electric field
tangential to the conductor surfaces to be continuous,
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whereas in the exterior, there is an additional compo-
nent of the electric field, which is allowed to be normal
to the surface (henceforth referred to as longitudinal),
which abruptly (discontinuously) goes to zero in the in-
terior. Thus, while the tangential part is associated to
screening currents, the longitudinal part gives rise to sur-
face charges, localized on the Thomas-Fermi screening
length scale, which can be essentially taken to be zero.
This approximation, valid for driving frequencies below
the plasma frequency, is standard in the literature [33–
35]. The solution for E is then fixed and unique if we
take the island to have a well-defined total charge,

‹
Si
d2x σi = Q (7)

which is determined through the integral over the above
mentioned surface charge

σi = ε ni ·E|x∈Si . (8)

From the uniqueness of E, it follows that one can
uniquely decompose the electric field into two compo-
nents

E = EQ + EḂ (9)

where EQ satisfies Eqs. (4-7) for Ḃ = 0, and EḂ satisfies
Eqs. (4-7) for Q = 0. Due to linearity, the total electric
field is just the sum of these two contributions.

These two fields have the following properties. Due
to a simple scaling argument, we know immediately that
EQ must be linear in Q,

EQ = Qe (10)

where the vector field e, with units of Newtons per
Coulomb squared, solves the above equations for Ḃ = 0
and Q = 1.

As for EḂ , it can in the most general case only be
formally represented as a functional

EḂ = F
[
Ḃ
]
. (11)

However, the functional has certain general properties.
Firstly, it only contains integrals over spatial compon-
tents, whereas the time-dependence is parametrical (be-
cause the problem is time local). Therefore, as long as
the circuit geometry stays stationary, ∂t (F [B]) = F

[
Ḃ
]
.

Secondly, due to the linearity of the differential equations,
the functional is likewise linear, F [aB] = aF [B].

Finally, we note that it is in general possible to consid-
erably simplify the boundary condition, Eq. (6). Namely,
if one considers geometries, where the dominant length
scales are much larger than the London penetration
depth, one is entitled to set λ→ 0, leading to,

nl ×E

∣∣∣∣
x∈Sl

= 0. (12)

In some sense, this corresponds to rescaling the device
geometry to length scales where the London penetration
depth is negligibly small. We note that there are model
systems with an artificially high degree of radial sym-
metry (such as, e.g., spherical conductors in a uniform
magnetic field, see Ref. [36]) where the longitudinal elec-
tric fields must vanish, such that the simplification in
Eq. (12) may fail. For generic device geometries how-
ever, the above approximation can be expected to work.
Later, in Sec. III we will show in particular the example
of a parallel plate capacitor, where the validity of Eq. (12)
can be explicitly shown, when the capacitor dimensions
(in particular the plate separation) are larger than λ.

C. Irrotational gauge

In order to formulate a suitable Lagrangian, and then a
Hamiltonian, we have to find the scalar and vector poten-
tials, V and A, which generate the force fields. Starting
from the electric field determined along the lines above,
we have to find a solution for

E = −∇V − Ȧ. (13)

To this equation, there is of course no unique solution -
a suitable gauge has to be chosen. In the same spirit as
Ref. [8], we here want to formulate an irrotational gauge
for this generic problem based on B and E.

As introduced in Sec. IIA, the unique trait of the
irrotational gauge is that there occur no linear terms
∼ n̂ in the Hamiltonian, but rather only quadratic terms
∼ n̂2. This means that on the level of the Lagrangian,
the kinetic energy associated with the voltage difference
between ground and island should likewise be purely
quadratic in V . This will be guaranteed by defining the
voltage in our irrotational gauge as

Virr =

ˆ
Lg→i

dl ·EQ, (14)

where Lg→i denotes an arbitrary path from a point inside
g to a point inside i. Since EQ is curl-free, the voltage
is thus single-valued as it should be. Moreover, due to
EQ = 0 inside the conductors (the ac field penetrating
the superconductors on the length scale λ is fully included
in EḂ), for this gauge choice the voltage assumes a single,
constant value within each conductor volume, such that
the voltage difference between ground and island is well
defined, independent of the starting and end points of
Lg→i [37]. Because of the linear dependence of EQ on
Q, see Eq. (10), the irrotational voltage is related to the
island charge Q as

Q = CtotVirr, (15)

where the total capacitance between island and ground
is defined as

Ctot =
1´

Lg→i dl · e
. (16)
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Importantly, we see now that for this gauge choice, the
kinetic energy (defined as the time integral of the elec-
tric power [38], see also Appendix A) results in a purely
quadratic term in V ,

Tirr ≡
ˆ Virr

0

dV ′Q =
Ctot

2
(Virr)

2
. (17)

With this choice, the remaining electric field EḂ must
be captured by the vector potential, which we can now
uniquely define as

Airr = −F [B] , (18)

cf. Eq. (11) and subsequent discussion. When applied
to the interior, Eq. (18) states that the vector potential
in the interior corresponds to the London gauge, A =
−µ0λ

2j, whereas in the exterior, it has to satisfy ∇ ×
Airr = B, with the additional constraints ∇ · Airr = 0
(Coulomb gauge), and

nl ×Airr

∣∣∣∣
x∈Sl

= −λ2nl × (∇×B)

∣∣∣∣
x∈Sl

. (19)

In addition, Eq. (18) implies that the integral of
ni ·Airr|x∈Si over the island surface must vanish, in anal-
ogy to the surface charge discussion for EḂ . All of these
properties are obviously inherited from EḂ , and therefore
render the solution for Airr unique. Crucially, Eq. (19)
implies that the tangential component of the vector po-
tential in the exterior must equal the interior vector po-
tential at the surface, when the latter is computed in the
London gauge. The longitudinal part on the other hand
is discontinuous, just like EḂ . In essence, one might con-
sider our result as a prescription to continue the London
gauge to the exterior of the superconductor.

Let us point out that in analogy to the discussion of
E, we may likewise simplify the computation of A by
setting λ → 0, under the assumption that the relevant
length scales of the device geometry are larger than the
London penetration depth. This leads to the simplified
condition

nl ×Airr

∣∣∣∣
x∈Sl

= 0, (20)

following directly from Eq. (12). Consequently, when the
approximation λ → 0 is justified, the irrotational gauge
loses its connection to the standard London gauge be-
cause the interior vector potential becomes irrelevant.

The phases that appear inside the potential energy in
this irrotational gauge at the Josephson junction k are
then given through the line integrals

φk,irr (t) =
2π

Φ0

ˆ
LJk

dl ·Airr , (21)

where we take LJk to be the shortest path across junc-
tion k. Note that since Airr is by construction not curl-
free, the resulting phase would in principle depend on

the path, such that this choice needs to be justified.
Large deviations from this shortest path are not con-
sidered because they are extremely unlikely, as can be
seen, e.g., by means of standard path integral considera-
tions. Small deviations from the shortest path (where
the Cooper pairs still take quantum paths within the
vicinity of the junction) leave the integral in Eq. (21)
approximately invariant provided that the magnetic flux
penetrating the junction is much smaller than the flux
quantum. If fashioned for quantum hardware purposes,
Josephson junctions are likely to satisfy this constraint
(to avoid, e.g., Fraunhofer diffraction effects [39]).

For a SQUID with two Josephson junctions we thus
find the Lagrangian in the irrotational gauge, with Virr =
2eϕ̇,

Lirr =
Ctot

2

(
ϕ̇

2e

)2

+ EJ1 cos (ϕ+ φ1,irr)

+ EJ2 cos (ϕ+ φ2,irr) , (22)

which represents the main result of this work. Indeed,
from Eq. (22), we find the charge as the canonically con-
jugate momentum Q = 2en = 2e∂ϕ̇Lirr = Ctotϕ̇/2e
as defined in Eq. (15). By means of a standard Leg-
endre transformation, and the quantization of charge
and phase, ϕ, n → ϕ̂, n̂ with [ϕ̂, n̂] = i, we arrive at
the sought-after Hamiltonian Ĥirr(t) in the irrotational
gauge:

Ĥirr =
(2e)

2

2Ctot
n̂2 − EJ1 cos (ϕ̂+ φ1,irr)

− EJ2 cos (ϕ̂+ φ2,irr) . (23)

Let us make three important remarks. First, here we
propose a procedure to obtain the correct Lagrangian
which strongly generalizes the work of Ref. [8]. Refer-
ence [8] invokes initially separate degrees of freedom for
each junction, taking separate capacitances for each junc-
tion as the input. These degrees of freedom are then
reduced by means of appropriate constraints in the La-
grangian. While this is a valid strategy under the hypoth-
esis that the capacitances of the individual junctions are
known and well-defined, our approach generalizes their
effort beyond such simple geometries, and actually pro-
vides a procedure which not only gives the correct La-
grangian for specified junction capacitances, but in fact
can be taken to provide also the correct junction capaci-
tances themselves, by matching the solutions for φk,irr (t)
with the relations involving Ck, see Eqs. (2) and (3). In
fact, this general approach will lead to anomalous ca-
pacitances (negative or even time-dependent) already for
quite standard circuit and magnetic field models, as we
will discuss in the following.

Second, we would like to stress that even though the
phases φk,irr are computed through local line integrals,
they are still guaranteed to contain full information of
the flux enclosed by the two Josephson junctions (which



6

is a nonlocal property). This fact can be illustrated as fol-
lows. The path LJk across the junction, as it appears in
Eq. (21) can first be continued in a straight line (normal
to the surfaces), such that the starting and end points
are well within the conductors, where EḂ and thus Airr
are zero. Since the interior E- and A-fields are purely
tangential, this path modification does not change the
integral in Eq. (21). Then, these two paths can be joined
by additional paths which reside entirely within the re-
gion of the conductors where Airr = 0, to form a closed
loop. These additional line integrals must therefore van-
ish, such that φ2,irr−φ1,irr necessarily equates to 2πΦ/Φ0

with Φ defined in Eq. (1).
Third, we note that the procedure is readily generaliz-

able to larger circuits that include many additional cir-
cuit elements. For instance, many islands carrying island
charges Qi can be included by expressing the electric field
EQ in Eq. (10) as a linear superposition, EQ =

∑
iQiei.

With this extension, the formulation of the irrotational
gauge for the scalar and vector potentials remains the
same; in particular, for the latter, that would be the
Coulomb gauge plus the boundary condition, Eq. (19).
For an arbitrary number of Josephson junctions, each
junction k adds a contribution −EJk cos (ϕk + φk,irr) to
the potential energy, with ϕ̇k = 2eVk where Vk is the volt-
age difference between the islands connected by junction
k, and φk,irr still defined as in Eq. (21).

We note one nontrivial extension: in general, there
could be an additional capacitively coupled gate with
a voltage Vg, inducing offset gate charges ng = CgVg,
n̂ → n̂ + ng. In this case, the Hamiltonian would of
course no longer be purely quadratic in n̂. This however
necessitates only a minor extension of the above prescrip-
tion for finding the irrotational gauge forA. Namely, any
gate gives rise to an additional source term in the electro-
magnetic problem, E = EQ + EḂ + EVg , where the new
field EVg is linearly independent of the others. Hence,
in order to determine Airr we simply have to set all gate
voltages to zero, Vg = 0 (that is, all gate voltages equal
to a common ground), resulting again in EḂ = −F

[
Ḃ
]
,

allowing us to proceed as above.
Finally, let us point out that there is a straight-

forward generalization of our gauge constraints, which
eventually allow for terms linear in n̂ in the Hamilto-
nian. Namely, the physical charge Q in Eq. (7) may be
supplemented with an auxiliary (and in general time-
dependent) shift Q → Q − Q0(t), leading to a new
solution E′Q = (Q−Q0) e. Since this shifted charge
is not physical (unlike an offset charge induced by a
physical gate, as discussed above), it has to be sub-
tracted again as an extra term in a new E′

Ḃ
, such that

E′Q + E′
Ḃ

= EQ + EḂ . Continuing the subsequent steps
of the above recipe with these new fields will give rise to
a new Hamiltonian Ĥ ′irr = ÛĤirrÛ

†− iÛ∂tÛ†, where the
time-dependent unitary Û depends on the integral of the
shifted charge,

´ t
dt′Q0. For details, see Appendix A. At

any rate, such a variably-shifted irrotational gauge con-

nects a more general choice of decomposing the electric
field (and thus finding a different gauge for the resulting
scalar and vector potentials) with a more general class of
Hamiltonians describing the same driven circuit, see also
Eqs. (13-14) of [8].

D. Neglecting junction filaments

While the above procedure is general, we here discuss
an important simplification, which we expect to be in-
strumental for reducing computational effort. As men-
tioned in the introduction, Josephson junctions connect-
ing individual bulk conductors often have a filamentary
structure [as indicated in Figs. 1(a) and 2(a)], because the
Josephson junctions are fabricated using the Niemeyer-
Dolan technique [16, 17]. We here argue under which
conditions the filaments can be neglected altogether in
obtaining field solutions.

The argument requires two main assumptions. (i) The
filaments’ contribution to the capacitance is negligible.
Thus, their presence will distort the solutions of the elec-
tric fields EḂ(r, t) and EQ(r) only locally, whereas far
away from the junctions, these fields will be the same as
if the filaments were not present. We can therefore al-
ways expect to find a path Lfar connecting ground and
island, where the field solutions are the same as when
the junction filaments are absent, see Figs. 2(a) and (b),
respectively. (ii) While it may be expected, that the fil-
aments have their own Meissner effect (i.e., we assume
the London penetration depth to be smaller than the
filament dimensions), due to the filaments being small,
their presence does not lead to a significant distortion of
B(r, t).

Equipped with these two assumptions, let us consider
a closed path for the circuit with the filament (Fig. 2(a))
and without it (Fig. 2(b)). As depicted in the figures [and
similar to the discussion below Eq. (23)], the paths Lfar,
Ljunction, and Lfilament are chosen such that they pierce
the conductors (normal to the surface) up to a suffiently
large length, such that the Meissner screening currents
decay (gray area). In general, the two circuits will have
different field solutions, EḂ and ẼḂ as well as Airr and
Ãirr (as per the irrotational gauge defined in Sec. II C).
Due to (ii), as long as Lfilament in Fig. 2(b) is chosen,
such that the closed path covers the exact same area as
the one in Fig. 2(a), the enclosed flux Φ will be the same.
Hence,

˛
Lfar+Li+Lg+Ljunction

dl ·Airr =

˛
Lfar+Li+Lg+Lfilament

dl · Ãirr. (24)

Because the vector potential in the irrotational gauge
is zero inside the conductors, the contributions of these
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<latexit sha1_base64="EWADL15VJi73w3ojrwiqbIa2Uy0=">AAACFXicbVC7SgNBFJ2NrxhfUUubxSBYSNhVQcuATQqLCOYBSQizk5tkzOzsMnNXDMv+hI2/YmOhiK1g5984u0mhiQcGDuecO3PneKHgGh3n28otLa+sruXXCxubW9s7xd29hg4ixaDOAhGolkc1CC6hjhwFtEIF1PcENL3xVeo370FpHshbnITQ9elQ8gFnFI3UK550EB4wuydW0E/ijk9xxKiIr5Ne5sV3kWRpOEl6xZJTdjLYi8SdkRKZodYrfnX6AYt8kMgE1brtOiF2Y6qQMwFJoRNpCCkb0yG0DZXUB92Ns20S+8gofXsQKHMk2pn6eyKmvtYT3zPJdGc976Xif147wsFlN+YyjBAkmz40iISNgZ1WZPe5AoZiYghliptdbTaiijI0RRZMCe78lxdJ47TsnpVPb85Lleqsjjw5IIfkmLjkglRIldRInTDySJ7JK3mznqwX6936mEZz1mxmn/yB9fkD8FyhNA==</latexit>�<latexit sha1_base64="m355GIADjum0YvK3gXsQDLG2vy0=">AAAB63icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0lqQY8FLz1WsB/QhrLZbpqlu5uwuxFK6F/w4kERr/4hb/4bN20O2vpg4PHeDDPzgoQzbVz32yltbe/s7pX3KweHR8cn1dOzno5TRWiXxDxWgwBrypmkXcMMp4NEUSwCTvvB7D73+09UaRbLRzNPqC/wVLKQEWxyadSJ2Lhac+vuEmiTeAWpQYHOuPo1msQkFVQawrHWQ89NjJ9hZRjhdFEZpZommMzwlA4tlVhQ7WfLWxfoyioTFMbKljRoqf6eyLDQei4C2ymwifS6l4v/ecPUhHd+xmSSGirJalGYcmRilD+OJkxRYvjcEkwUs7ciEmGFibHxVGwI3vrLm6TXqHs39cZDs9ZqF3GU4QIu4Ro8uIUWtKEDXSAQwTO8wpsjnBfn3flYtZacYuYc/sD5/AHl1Y4p</latexit>

island
<latexit sha1_base64="dKJCMN3ylFt5FGpae9uHCGy8qXY=">AAAB9HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSRV0GPRi8cK9gPaUDabTbt0s4m7k2IJ/R1ePCji1R/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWaenwiu0XG+rcLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxq6ThVlDVpLGLV8YlmgkvWRI6CdRLFSOQL1vZHtzO/PWZK81g+4CRhXkQGkoecEjSS10P2hBnXgshg2i9XnKozh71K3JxUIEejX/7qBTFNIyaRCqJ113US9DKikFPBpqVeqllC6IgMWNdQSSKmvWx+9NQ+M0pgh7EyJdGeq78nMhJpPYl80xkRHOplbyb+53VTDK+9jMskRSbpYlGYChtje5aAHXDFKIqJIYQqbm616ZAoQtHkVDIhuMsvr5JWrepeVGv3l5X6TR5HEU7gFM7BhSuowx00oAkUHuEZXuHNGlsv1rv1sWgtWPnMMfyB9fkDgvySlA==</latexit>

ground
<latexit sha1_base64="gV/KL4ktK/YF7iPiAeps1Ziq5Xk=">AAAB9HicbVBNSwMxEM3Wr1q/qh69BIvgqexWQY9FLx4r2A9ol5LNZtvQbLIms8Wy9Hd48aCIV3+MN/+NabsHbX0w8Hhvhpl5QSK4Adf9dgpr6xubW8Xt0s7u3v5B+fCoZVSqKWtSJZTuBMQwwSVrAgfBOolmJA4Eawej25nfHjNtuJIPMEmYH5OB5BGnBKzk94A9QTbQKpXhtF+uuFV3DrxKvJxUUI5Gv/zVCxVNYyaBCmJM13MT8DOigVPBpqVealhC6IgMWNdSSWJm/Gx+9BSfWSXEkdK2JOC5+nsiI7ExkziwnTGBoVn2ZuJ/XjeF6NrPuExSYJIuFkWpwKDwLAEccs0oiIklhGpub8V0SDShYHMq2RC85ZdXSatW9S6qtfvLSv0mj6OITtApOkceukJ1dIcaqIkoekTP6BW9OWPnxXl3PhatBSefOUZ/4Hz+AKGDkqg=</latexit>

Li
<latexit sha1_base64="w6s1KtTKEWjAr3pFsongqE0hcQQ=">AAACCHicbVC7TsMwFHV4lvIqMDIQUSExVUlBgrESCwNDkehDaqvIcW9aq44T2TeIKsrIwq+wMIAQK5/Axt/gtB2g5UiWjs651z4+fiy4Rsf5tpaWV1bX1gsbxc2t7Z3d0t5+U0eJYtBgkYhU26caBJfQQI4C2rECGvoCWv7oKvdb96A0j+QdjmPohXQgecAZRSN5paMuwgNO7kl9kUCWdkOKQ0ZFepN5PPNKZafiTGAvEndGymSGulf66vYjloQgkQmqdcd1YuylVCFnArJiN9EQUzaiA+gYKmkIupdOAmT2iVH6dhApcyTaE/X3RkpDrcehbybzlHrey8X/vE6CwWUv5TJOECSbPhQkwsbIzlux+1wBQzE2hDLFTVabDamiDE13RVOCO//lRdKsVtyzSvX2vFyrzuookENyTE6JSy5IjVyTOmkQRh7JM3klb9aT9WK9Wx/T0SVrtnNA/sD6/AGex5rv</latexit>

Lg
<latexit sha1_base64="FcblgwADgY5JEl+MSFQMXHy+sIk=">AAACCHicbVC7SgNBFJ31GeNr1dLCxSBYhd0oaBmwsbCIYB6QLGF2cpMMmX0wc1cMy5Y2/oqNhSK2foKdf+PsZgtNPDBwOOfemTPHiwRXaNvfxtLyyuraemmjvLm1vbNr7u23VBhLBk0WilB2PKpA8ACayFFAJ5JAfU9A25tcZX77HqTiYXCH0whcn44CPuSMopb65lEP4QHzexJPxJAmPZ/imFGR3KT9Udo3K3bVzmEtEqcgFVKg0Te/eoOQxT4EyARVquvYEboJlciZgLTcixVElE3oCLqaBtQH5SZ5gNQ60crAGoZSnwCtXP29kVBfqanv6ckspZr3MvE/rxvj8NJNeBDFCAGbPTSMhYWhlbViDbgEhmKqCWWS66wWG1NJGeruyroEZ/7Li6RVqzpn1drteaVeK+ookUNyTE6JQy5InVyTBmkSRh7JM3klb8aT8WK8Gx+z0SWj2Dkgf2B8/gCbvZrt</latexit>

Lfilament
<latexit sha1_base64="UnQ8eouCQuku1JW6z6cG/whjSNU=">AAACFXicbVDLSsNAFJ34rPUVdekmWAQXUpIq6LLgxoWLCvYBTQiTyaQdOnkwcyOWkJ9w46+4caGIW8Gdf+MkzUJbDwwczrmvOV7CmQTT/NaWlldW19ZrG/XNre2dXX1vvyfjVBDaJTGPxcDDknIW0S4w4HSQCIpDj9O+N7kq/P49FZLF0R1ME+qEeBSxgBEMSnL1UxvoA5RzMkH9PLNDDGOCeXaTu6WXBYzjkEaQ567eMJtmCWORWBVpoAodV/+y/ZikRTfhWMqhZSbgZFgAI5zmdTuVNMFkgkd0qGik9kgnK6/JjWOl+EYQC/UiMEr1d0eGQymnoacqi5vlvFeI/3nDFIJLJ2NRkgKNyGxRkHIDYqOIyPCZoAT4VBFMBFO3GmSMBSaggqyrEKz5Ly+SXqtpnTVbt+eNdquKo4YO0RE6QRa6QG10jTqoiwh6RM/oFb1pT9qL9q59zEqXtKrnAP2B9vkDwY6hBA==</latexit>

Li
<latexit sha1_base64="w6s1KtTKEWjAr3pFsongqE0hcQQ=">AAACCHicbVC7TsMwFHV4lvIqMDIQUSExVUlBgrESCwNDkehDaqvIcW9aq44T2TeIKsrIwq+wMIAQK5/Axt/gtB2g5UiWjs651z4+fiy4Rsf5tpaWV1bX1gsbxc2t7Z3d0t5+U0eJYtBgkYhU26caBJfQQI4C2rECGvoCWv7oKvdb96A0j+QdjmPohXQgecAZRSN5paMuwgNO7kl9kUCWdkOKQ0ZFepN5PPNKZafiTGAvEndGymSGulf66vYjloQgkQmqdcd1YuylVCFnArJiN9EQUzaiA+gYKmkIupdOAmT2iVH6dhApcyTaE/X3RkpDrcehbybzlHrey8X/vE6CwWUv5TJOECSbPhQkwsbIzlux+1wBQzE2hDLFTVabDamiDE13RVOCO//lRdKsVtyzSvX2vFyrzuookENyTE6JSy5IjVyTOmkQRh7JM3klb9aT9WK9Wx/T0SVrtnNA/sD6/AGex5rv</latexit>

Lg
<latexit sha1_base64="FcblgwADgY5JEl+MSFQMXHy+sIk=">AAACCHicbVC7SgNBFJ31GeNr1dLCxSBYhd0oaBmwsbCIYB6QLGF2cpMMmX0wc1cMy5Y2/oqNhSK2foKdf+PsZgtNPDBwOOfemTPHiwRXaNvfxtLyyuraemmjvLm1vbNr7u23VBhLBk0WilB2PKpA8ACayFFAJ5JAfU9A25tcZX77HqTiYXCH0whcn44CPuSMopb65lEP4QHzexJPxJAmPZ/imFGR3KT9Udo3K3bVzmEtEqcgFVKg0Te/eoOQxT4EyARVquvYEboJlciZgLTcixVElE3oCLqaBtQH5SZ5gNQ60crAGoZSnwCtXP29kVBfqanv6ckspZr3MvE/rxvj8NJNeBDFCAGbPTSMhYWhlbViDbgEhmKqCWWS66wWG1NJGeruyroEZ/7Li6RVqzpn1drteaVeK+ookUNyTE6JQy5InVyTBmkSRh7JM3klb8aT8WK8Gx+z0SWj2Dkgf2B8/gCbvZrt</latexit>

Figure 2. Illustration of the argument why junction filaments
can be neglected. In (a), the circuit is drawn including the
actual junction, whereas in (b) the junction is removed in the
model. Instead, there is a path Lfilament (in red), which takes
a path equivalent to the filament.

paths, Li,g, have to disappear, leaving us with

ˆ
Lfar

dl ·Airr +

ˆ
Ljunction

dl ·Airr =

ˆ
Lfar

dl · Ãirr +

ˆ
Lfilament

dl · Ãirr.

(25)

Finally, in accordance with assumption (i), sufficiently
far from the junction the vector field solution is the same
for both circuits, such that the first term on either side
of the equation cancels, resulting in

ˆ
Ljunction

dl ·Airr =

ˆ
Lfilament

dl · Ãirr, (26)

which thus shows that one may neglect the actual junc-
tion filaments for the computation of the field solutions,
as long as an equivalent path, Lfilament, is chosen. We
note that the above proof can be extended to an arbitrary
number of junctions, as long as (i) and (ii) remain valid.
The observation described in Eq. (26) can in some sense
be interpreted as a “lightning rod effect” of the filament.
Namely, if it holds, it means that the vector potential
at the junction is increased by a factor Lfilament/d � 1
compared to the solution in the absence of the filament
(where d is the junction thickness and Lfilament is the
length of the filament path Lfilament).

x1
<latexit sha1_base64="BPA22F3ODXy+ySCsGvX/IDUi3PU=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mqoMeCF48V7Qe0oWy2k3bpZhN2N2IJ/QlePCji1V/kzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZekAiujet+O4W19Y3NreJ2aWd3b/+gfHjU0nGqGDZZLGLVCahGwSU2DTcCO4lCGgUC28H4Zua3H1FpHssHM0nQj+hQ8pAzaqx0/9T3+uWKW3XnIKvEy0kFcjT65a/eIGZphNIwQbXuem5i/Iwqw5nAaamXakwoG9Mhdi2VNELtZ/NTp+TMKgMSxsqWNGSu/p7IaKT1JApsZ0TNSC97M/E/r5ua8NrPuExSg5ItFoWpICYms7/JgCtkRkwsoUxxeythI6ooMzadkg3BW355lbRqVe+iWru7rNRreRxFOIFTOAcPrqAOt9CAJjAYwjO8wpsjnBfn3flYtBacfOYY/sD5/AEILo2U</latexit>

x2
<latexit sha1_base64="n+4Mr0WyiDg/HB0g8Hm1IH+zmIo=">AAAB6nicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mioMeCF48V7Qe0oWy2k3bpZhN2N2Ip/QlePCji1V/kzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWZemAqujet+O4W19Y3NreJ2aWd3b/+gfHjU1EmmGDZYIhLVDqlGwSU2DDcC26lCGocCW+HoZua3HlFpnsgHM04xiOlA8ogzaqx0/9Tze+WKW3XnIKvEy0kFctR75a9uP2FZjNIwQbXueG5qgglVhjOB01I305hSNqID7FgqaYw6mMxPnZIzq/RJlChb0pC5+ntiQmOtx3FoO2NqhnrZm4n/eZ3MRNfBhMs0MyjZYlGUCWISMvub9LlCZsTYEsoUt7cSNqSKMmPTKdkQvOWXV0nTr3oXVf/uslLz8ziKcAKncA4eXEENbqEODWAwgGd4hTdHOC/Ou/OxaC04+cwx/IHz+QMJso2V</latexit>

x
<latexit sha1_base64="gxHJCzxsWMshlnSJ5CRvp3/bH3w=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mqoMeCF48t2FZoQ9lsJ+3azSbsbsQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgpr6xubW8Xt0s7u3v5B+fCoreNUMWyxWMTqPqAaBZfYMtwIvE8U0igQ2AnGNzO/84hK81jemUmCfkSHkoecUWOl5lO/XHGr7hxklXg5qUCORr/81RvELI1QGiao1l3PTYyfUWU4Ezgt9VKNCWVjOsSupZJGqP1sfuiUnFllQMJY2ZKGzNXfExmNtJ5Ege2MqBnpZW8m/ud1UxNe+xmXSWpQssWiMBXExGT2NRlwhcyIiSWUKW5vJWxEFWXGZlOyIXjLL6+Sdq3qXVRrzctKvZbHUYQTOIVz8OAK6nALDWgBA4RneIU358F5cd6dj0VrwclnjuEPnM8f4reM8A==</latexit>

y
<latexit sha1_base64="mEcz1FLhuG1BpP6c5hi50qAIJ0g=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mqoMeiF48t2FpoQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgpr6xubW8Xt0s7u3v5B+fCoreNUMWyxWMSqE1CNgktsGW4EdhKFNAoEPgTj25n/8IRK81jem0mCfkSHkoecUWOl5qRfrrhVdw6ySrycVCBHo1/+6g1ilkYoDRNU667nJsbPqDKcCZyWeqnGhLIxHWLXUkkj1H42P3RKzqwyIGGsbElD5urviYxGWk+iwHZG1Iz0sjcT//O6qQmv/YzLJDUo2WJRmApiYjL7mgy4QmbExBLKFLe3EjaiijJjsynZELzll1dJu1b1Lqq15mWlfpPHUYQTOIVz8OAK6nAHDWgBA4RneIU359F5cd6dj0VrwclnjuEPnM8f6QuNAQ==</latexit>

0
<latexit sha1_base64="rsPGDo38dCUrLsAt/ftnosrChUA=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mqoMeiF48t2FpoQ9lsJ+3azSbsboQS+gu8eFDEqz/Jm//GbZuDtj4YeLw3w8y8IBFcG9f9dgpr6xubW8Xt0s7u3v5B+fCoreNUMWyxWMSqE1CNgktsGW4EdhKFNAoEPgTj25n/8IRK81jem0mCfkSHkoecUWOlptsvV9yqOwdZJV5OKpCj0S9/9QYxSyOUhgmqdddzE+NnVBnOBE5LvVRjQtmYDrFrqaQRaj+bHzolZ1YZkDBWtqQhc/X3REYjrSdRYDsjakZ62ZuJ/3nd1ITXfsZlkhqUbLEoTAUxMZl9TQZcITNiYgllittbCRtRRZmx2ZRsCN7yy6ukXat6F9Va87JSv8njKMIJnMI5eHAFdbiDBrSAAcIzvMKb8+i8OO/Ox6K14OQzx/AHzucPemeMuA==</latexit>

D<latexit sha1_base64="WoflC9OsYADNdO+14nzcYBdCAmo=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKexGQY9BPXhMwDwgWcLspDcZMzu7zMwKIeQLvHhQxKuf5M2/cZLsQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGtzO/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOl+l2vWHLL7hxklXgZKUGGWq/41e3HLI1QGiao1h3PTYw/ocpwJnBa6KYaE8pGdIAdSyWNUPuT+aFTcmaVPgljZUsaMld/T0xopPU4CmxnRM1QL3sz8T+vk5rw2p9wmaQGJVssClNBTExmX5M+V8iMGFtCmeL2VsKGVFFmbDYFG4K3/PIqaVbK3kW5Ur8sVW+yOPJwAqdwDh5cQRXuoQYNYIDwDK/w5jw6L86787FozTnZzDH8gfP5A5i3jMw=</latexit>

W
<latexit sha1_base64="yxUgNFppSsebkUqo0HdMiZJUGss=">AAAB6HicbVBNS8NAEJ34WetX1aOXxSJ4KkkV9Fj04rEF+wFtKJvtpF272YTdjVBCf4EXD4p49Sd589+4bXPQ1gcDj/dmmJkXJIJr47rfztr6xubWdmGnuLu3f3BYOjpu6ThVDJssFrHqBFSj4BKbhhuBnUQhjQKB7WB8N/PbT6g0j+WDmSToR3QoecgZNVZqtPulsltx5yCrxMtJGXLU+6Wv3iBmaYTSMEG17npuYvyMKsOZwGmxl2pMKBvTIXYtlTRC7WfzQ6fk3CoDEsbKljRkrv6eyGik9SQKbGdEzUgvezPxP6+bmvDGz7hMUoOSLRaFqSAmJrOvyYArZEZMLKFMcXsrYSOqKDM2m6INwVt+eZW0qhXvslJtXJVrt3kcBTiFM7gAD66hBvdQhyYwQHiGV3hzHp0X5935WLSuOfnMCfyB8/kDtYOM3w==</latexit>

Bz(x, t)
<latexit sha1_base64="agZzZIu2BQyWVm0vi3vUcU9TmTg=">AAAB73icbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BItQQUpSBT2WevFYwX5AG8pmu22XbjZxdyLW0D/hxYMiXv073vw3btsctPXBwOO9GWbm+ZHgGh3n28qsrK6tb2Q3c1vbO7t7+f2Dhg5jRVmdhiJULZ9oJrhkdeQoWCtSjAS+YE1/dD31mw9MaR7KOxxHzAvIQPI+pwSN1Kp2n4qPZ3jazReckjODvUzclBQgRa2b/+r0QhoHTCIVROu260ToJUQhp4JNcp1Ys4jQERmwtqGSBEx7yezeiX1ilJ7dD5UpifZM/T2RkEDrceCbzoDgUC96U/E/rx1j/8pLuIxiZJLOF/VjYWNoT5+3e1wximJsCKGKm1ttOiSKUDQR5UwI7uLLy6RRLrnnpfLtRaFSTePIwhEcQxFcuIQK3EAN6kBBwDO8wpt1b71Y79bHvDVjpTOH8AfW5w8Npo9S</latexit>

ground
<latexit sha1_base64="gV/KL4ktK/YF7iPiAeps1Ziq5Xk=">AAAB9HicbVBNSwMxEM3Wr1q/qh69BIvgqexWQY9FLx4r2A9ol5LNZtvQbLIms8Wy9Hd48aCIV3+MN/+NabsHbX0w8Hhvhpl5QSK4Adf9dgpr6xubW8Xt0s7u3v5B+fCoZVSqKWtSJZTuBMQwwSVrAgfBOolmJA4Eawej25nfHjNtuJIPMEmYH5OB5BGnBKzk94A9QTbQKpXhtF+uuFV3DrxKvJxUUI5Gv/zVCxVNYyaBCmJM13MT8DOigVPBpqVealhC6IgMWNdSSWJm/Gx+9BSfWSXEkdK2JOC5+nsiI7ExkziwnTGBoVn2ZuJ/XjeF6NrPuExSYJIuFkWpwKDwLAEccs0oiIklhGpub8V0SDShYHMq2RC85ZdXSatW9S6qtfvLSv0mj6OITtApOkceukJ1dIcaqIkoekTP6BW9OWPnxXl3PhatBSefOUZ/4Hz+AKGDkqg=</latexit>

island
<latexit sha1_base64="dKJCMN3ylFt5FGpae9uHCGy8qXY=">AAAB9HicbVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69BIvgqSRV0GPRi8cK9gPaUDabTbt0s4m7k2IJ/R1ePCji1R/jzX/jts1BWx8MPN6bYWaenwiu0XG+rcLa+sbmVnG7tLO7t39QPjxq6ThVlDVpLGLV8YlmgkvWRI6CdRLFSOQL1vZHtzO/PWZK81g+4CRhXkQGkoecEjSS10P2hBnXgshg2i9XnKozh71K3JxUIEejX/7qBTFNIyaRCqJ113US9DKikFPBpqVeqllC6IgMWNdQSSKmvWx+9NQ+M0pgh7EyJdGeq78nMhJpPYl80xkRHOplbyb+53VTDK+9jMskRSbpYlGYChtje5aAHXDFKIqJIYQqbm616ZAoQtHkVDIhuMsvr5JWrepeVGv3l5X6TR5HEU7gFM7BhSuowx00oAkUHuEZXuHNGlsv1rv1sWgtWPnMMfyB9fkDgvySlA==</latexit>

I1(t)
<latexit sha1_base64="T0hox0ennREefR/FLheSBoHmddM=">AAACAHicbVDLSsNAFJ34rPUVdeHCTbAIdVOSKuhKCm50V8E+oA1lMr1ph04ezNyIJWTjr7hxoYhbP8Odf+O0zUJbD1w4nHPv3LnHiwVXaNvfxtLyyuraemGjuLm1vbNr7u03VZRIBg0WiUi2PapA8BAayFFAO5ZAA09AyxtdT/zWA0jFo/AexzG4AR2E3OeMopZ65mEX4RGn76QS+ll623PKeJr1zJJdsaewFomTkxLJUe+ZX91+xJIAQmSCKtVx7BjdlErkTEBW7CYKYspGdAAdTUMagHLT6eLMOtFK3/IjqStEa6r+nkhpoNQ48HRnQHGo5r2J+J/XSdC/dFMexglCyGaL/ERYGFmTNKw+l8BQjDWhTHL9V4sNqaQMdWZFHYIzf/IiaVYrzlmlendeql3lcRTIETkmZeKQC1IjN6ROGoSRjDyTV/JmPBkvxrvxMWtdMvKZA/IHxucP8n+Wmg==</latexit>

I2(t)
<latexit sha1_base64="hzq2uzJ3pTAjyaWKbsv++pSb6aQ=">AAACAXicbVDLSgNBEJyNrxhfUS+Cl8EgxEvYjYKeJOBFbxHMA5IQZie9yZDZBzO9YljixV/x4kERr/6FN//GSbIHTSxoKKq6p6fLjaTQaNvfVmZpeWV1Lbue29jc2t7J7+7VdRgrDjUeylA1XaZBigBqKFBCM1LAfFdCwx1eTfzGPSgtwuAORxF0fNYPhCc4QyN18wdthAecvpO4MoZxctMtF/Fk3M0X7JI9BV0kTkoKJEW1m/9q90Ie+xAgl0zrlmNH2EmYQsEljHPtWEPE+JD1oWVowHzQnWS6eUyPjdKjXqhMBUin6u+JhPlaj3zXdPoMB3rem4j/ea0YvYtOIoIoRgj4bJEXS4ohncRBe0IBRzkyhHElzF8pHzDFOJrQciYEZ/7kRVIvl5zTUvn2rFC5TOPIkkNyRIrEIeekQq5JldQIJ4/kmbySN+vJerHerY9Za8ZKZ/bJH1ifP8gzlxI=</latexit>
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Figure 3. Sketch of the simple SQUID circuit with two mag-
netic field sources. The setup as shown in this figure leads
to all the predicted effects in the main text, such as negative
capacitances, or time-dependent capacitances. (a) Top view
of the SQUID circuit. The ground and island form a paral-
lel plate capacitor with distance D (y-direction) and width
W � D (x-direction). Two current wire sources I1 (red)
and I2 (blue) produce magnetic fields. We indicate the spa-
tial distribution of the field for the first source (red curve).
The Josephson junctions are placed at positions x1 and x2,
0 < x1,2 < W while the sources are placed at xI1 < 0 and
xI2 > W . Note that for illustration purposes, the y-axis is
exaggerated; in the actual model both the plate distance D
and the plate thicknesses should be much smaller than any of
the length scales in x direction. (b) In z-direction the planes
are of a height H which is large with respect to the distance,
H � D, but small with respect to the width H �W .

III. ANOMALOUS CAPACITANCES

We now apply the above general scheme to a concrete
SQUID geometry that allows for simple analytic solu-
tions of the Maxwell equations. We will show that for
this concrete case, a mapping from the general circuit to
a lumped element model, see Fig. 1, cannot be accom-
plished unless negative or even time-dependent capaci-
tances are assigned to the individual junctions.

A. Explicit solution for irrotational vector
potential

We assume that the ground and island form a parallel
plate capacitor with width W and separation D (x- and
y-directions, respectively), see Fig. 3. In z-direction the
plates extend to height H. Both H,W � D, such that
fringe effects can be neglected. The total capacitance is
therefore the standard expression for the parallel plate
capacitor Ctot = εHW/D.

In order to derive the Hamiltonian, we need to know
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the vector potential Airr within the thin volume separat-
ing the two plates. As for the magnetic field, we assume
for simplicity that it is created by two wires carrying a
time-dependent current I1,2 (t), oriented in y-direction,
at positions x = xI1,2 and z = zI , which we set to be
zI = H/2 (see Fig. 3). It is therefore of the form

B ≈

 Bx (x, z, t)
0

Bz (x, z, t)

 , (27)

with the components given as per Ampère’s law,

Bx (x, z, t) =
µI1 (t)

2πr21
(z − zI) +

µI2 (t)

2πr22
(z − zI) (28)

Bz (x, z, t) = −µI1 (t)

2πr21
(x− xI1)− µI2 (t)

2πr22
(x− xI2) ,

(29)

with the distance from the current source I1,2, r21,2 =(
x− xI1,2

)2
+ (z − zI)2.

The solution for the electric field, EḂ , fulfilling the
conditions detailed in Sec. II B, is given as follows (see
Appendix B for the derivation). In the interior of the con-
ductor plates, the magnetic field decays exponentially on
the length scale λ. The Meissner screening currents give
rise to an ac electric field via the first London equation,
E = µλ2∂tj, which can be given for the two capacitor
plates as

EḂ (y > D) = −λ
(
ny × Ḃ

)
e−

y−D
λ . (30)

respectively

EḂ (y < 0) = λ
(
ny × Ḃ

)
e
y
λ , (31)

where ny = (0, 1, 0)T . The condition ∇ · EḂ = 0 for
the interior is a consequence of the likewise source-free
screening currrent ∇ · j = 0, which in turn follows from
∇ × B = 0 for the magnetic field in the exterior (away
from the wires).

The above solutions for EḂ , evaluated at the plate
surfaces y = 0 and y = D, respectively, provide the right-
hand side of the boundary conditions in Eq. (6), such that
we can now solve for the volume in between the plates,
0 < y < D and 0 < z < H. For this particular geometry,
it turns out to be helpful to explicitly decompose the
field into a longitudinal (oriented along y) and tangential
(parallel to the plate surfaces) component, EḂ(0 < y <
D) = EL + ET . We find for the longitudinal field EL =
EL,yny with,

EL,y =

(
1 +

2λ

D

)ˆ W

0

dx′′

W

ˆ H

0

dz′′

H

ˆ x′′

x

dx′bz (x′, z, z′′)

+

(
1 +

2λ

D

)ˆ H

0

dz′′

H

ˆ W

0

dx′′

W

ˆ z

z′′
dz′bx (x, x′′, z′) ,

(32)

where 2bx (x, x′′, z′) = Bx (x, z′) + Bx (x′′, z′) as well as
2bz (x′, z, z′′) = Bz (x′, z) + Bz (x′, z′′). The tangential
field reads

ET = λ
(
ny × Ḃext

) D − 2y

D
. (33)

Here, the tangential field continuously matches the solu-
tion for the interior of the conductors, given in Eqs. (30)
and (31). The longitudinal field abruptly goes to zero at
y = 0, D, thus giving rise to a surface charge, as defined
in Eq. (8), induced by Ḃ 6= 0. According to Sec. II C, this
surface charge must integrate to zero. This can be veri-
fied when integrating EL over x and z. In the first line,
there will be the total integral

´W
0
dx
´W
0
dx′′ applied to

a function of the form
´ x′′
x

dx′ . . ., which is obviously an-
tisymmetric upon exchanging x ↔ x′′. The argument
applies similarly for z in the second line. Importantly, in
accordance with Sec. IID, we here neglect the influence
of the junction filaments for the solution of EḂ .

Following the lines of Sec. II C, the vector potential
is obtained in a straightforward fashion by taking the
solutions for the E-field in Eqs. (30-33), and replacing
Ḃ → −B. We are now able to make some crucial sim-
plifications. First of all, we notice that if the capacitor
plate separation D � λ, we may simplify λ/D ≈ 0 in Eq.
(32), and ET ≈ 0. The remaining terms of the longitudi-
nal field then correspond to the field solutions with the
simplified boundary condition, Eq. (12). We thus explic-
itly show at the example of the parallel plate capacitor,
that λ→ 0 is justified if the relevant length scales of the
device geometry exceed λ, as foreshadowed in Sec. II C.

In addition, we assume a quasi one-dimensional par-
allel plate capacitor, W � H � D, such that we
may simplify Bx ≈ 0 and Bz(x, z) ≈ Bz(x), that is,
the magnetic field is mainly oriented in z-direction, and
depends only on x [40]. As a consequence, bx ≈ 0
and bz(x′, z, z′′) ≈ Bz(x). For the resulting irrotational
gauge, as defined in Sec. II C, we find,

Airr = −
ˆ W

0

dx′

W

ˆ x′

x

dx′′Bz (x′′, t)ny. (34)

The phases at the two Josephson junctions return as a
result,

φk,irr(t) = −2πD

Φ0

ˆ W

0

dx′

W

ˆ x′

xk

dx′′Bz (x′′, t) . (35)

Based on this solution, we now may examine the extent to
which a mapping onto a lumped element circuit Fig. 1(b)
can be achieved. Given the discussion in Sec. II A, the
mapping must give rise to junctions with the effective
capacitances [see Eqs. (2,3)]

Ceff,1 (t) =
φ2,irr (t)

φ2,irr (t)− φ1,irr (t)
Ctot, (36)

Ceff,2 (t) = − φ1,irr (t)

φ2,irr (t)− φ1,irr (t)
Ctot. (37)
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In what follows, we will derive explicit expressions for
Ceff,k starting from above Eqs. (36) and (37). As we will
see, the spatial inhomogeneity of the magnetic fields is at
the heart of the nontrivial behaviour for Ceff,k. We will
argue, in particular, that for a single source, negative
effective capacitances Ceff,k emerge. Two independent
sources lead to time-dependent capacitances.

B. Negative junction capacitances and qubit
relaxation rates

Let us first consider the case of only one source, I ≡ I1
and set I2 = 0. In this case, the vector potential in the
irrotational gauge is, according to Eq. (34), in the limit
|xI1 | �W (while still |xI1 | � H)

Airr ≈ −
µI (t)

2π

[
ln

(
W

x

)
− 1

]
ny. (38)

The resulting phases φirr,k depend on time only through
a global prefactor, φirr,k ∼ I (t) which cancels in Eqs.
(36) and (37). The resulting capacitances are therefore
time-independent,

Ceff,1 ≈
ln
(
W
x2

)
− 1

ln
(
x1

x2

) Ctot (39)

Ceff,2 ≈ −
ln
(
W
x1

)
− 1

ln
(
x1

x2

) Ctot. (40)

However, they can be negative. Notably, already for a
completely symmetric junction placement x1,2 = W/2∓
δx, we find Ceff,2 < 0 and Ceff,1 > Ctot if

δx

W
<

1

2
− 1

e
≈ 0.13, (41)

where e here denotes Euler’s number (not to be confused
with the elementary charge). Note that this corresponds
to a very strong asymmetry in the junction capacitances,
even though the circuit geometry itself is perfectly sym-
metric. The effect stems solely from the spatial asymme-
try of the time-dependent magnetic field.

Crucially, the presence of negative capacitances
strongly affects the accurate prediction of the transition
rates between the ground and excited states of the Hamil-
tonian. Along the same lines as in Ref. [8], let us consider
fluctuations of the flux φ = φ0 + δφ around an equilib-
rium value φ0 (which could in this concrete case corre-
spond to current fluctuations). These give rise to the
relaxation rate (for simplicity, for symmetric junctions,
EJ1 = EJ2 = EJ)

Γm→m′ ∼
(
C1,eff − C2,eff

Ctot

)2

Sδφ (ωmm′)

×E2
J |〈m| sin (ϕ) |m′〉|2 ,

(42)

where m is the index that counts the eigenstates of H,
and the phase noise power spectrum Sδφ (ω) is taken
at the frequency corresponding to the transition energy
ωmm′ = εm − εm′ . We see now that ignoring the pos-
sibility of anomalous capacitances leads to a potential
massive underestimation of the transition rates. While
for regular capacitances, we find

0 <

(
C1,eff − C2,eff

Ctot

)2

< 1, (43)

for anomalous capacitances, it may happen that

(
C1,eff − C2,eff

Ctot

)2

� 1. (44)

Note though, that negative capacitances do not lead to a
breakdown of the perturbation theory. For concreteness,
consider the above model of a single wire source, in the
limit where the separation of the two junctions is small,
δx�W . Then,

Γm→m′ ∼
(
W

δx

)2

Sδφ (ωmm′)E
2
J |〈m| sin (ϕ) |m′〉|2 .

(45)
On the one hand, the prefactor (W/δx)

2 (due to neg-
ative capacitances) is large. On the other hand, for
δx → 0 (where the two junctions essentially merge to
one), the total flux enclosed by the two junctions ap-
proaches zero, too, δφ → 0, linearly with δx. Hence,
the phase noise power spectrum Sδφ goes to zero at the
same rate the prefactor (W/δx)

2 diverges, such that the
product (W/δx)

2
Sδφ remains finite.

To summarize, without appropriately taking into ac-
count the spatial distribution of the magnetic field, one
might have naively expected that with the total phase
φ, respectively, its fluctuations δφ going to zero, the cir-
cuit may loose its sensitivity to the noise emitted by the
magnetic field source. We here show that this is not so;
depending on the spatial details of the magnetic field the
qubit relaxation rate due to magnetic noise remains rel-
evant even if the area enclosed by the SQUID is small.

C. Geometric phase generated by time-dependent
capacitances

Now we consider a driving of the device by means of
two wires, as shown in Fig. 3, such that in the expres-
sion for Bz in Eq. (29), we keep both I1 and I2 nonzero.
For simplicity, we consider again a fully symmetric ge-
ometry for both the circuit, x1,2 = W/2 ∓ δx, and the
current sources approach the edges of the capacitor from
both sides, xI1 → 0 and xI2 → W (again, provided that
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|xI1 |, |W − xI2 | � H). We find for the vector potential

Airr ≈ −
µI1 (t)

2π

[
ln

(
W

x

)
− 1

]
ny

− µI2 (t)

2π

[
ln

(
W

W − x

)
− 1

]
ny. (46)

For the resulting phases, we compactify the expressions
by introducing the decomposition φ1,2 = 1

2 (φ∓φ), where

φ = 2
Dµ

Φ0
[I1 (t) + I2 (t)]

[
1 + ln

(
1

2
− δx

W

)]
(47)

φ = −Dµ
Φ0

[I1 (t)− I2 (t)] ln

(
1
2 − δx

W
1
2 + δx

W

)
. (48)

When driving I1 and I2 independently, the Hamiltonian
is driven by two genuinely independent parameters, φ1
and φ2, instead of just the single total phase enclosed
by the SQUID, φ2 − φ1, as would be the case with a
naive lumped-element approach. In fact, as predicted,
the result here can only be mapped to a lumped el-
ement circuit of the form in Fig. 1(b) if the effective
junction capacitances are allowed to be time dependent,
Ceff,1,2 (t) = 1

2

(
1± φ/φ

)
Ctot, since the time-dependent

prefactor for φ/φ ∼ [I1 (t) + I2 (t)] / [I1 (t)− I2 (t)] does
not cancel.

What is more, for independent currents I1 and I2 it
can very easily occur that I1 − I2 = 0 while I1 + I2 6= 0
at certain moments in time, leading to singular capaci-
tances. We stress though, that this singularity is not a
sign of a failure of the theory: all system parameters in
the Hamiltonian stay regular. Instead, such singularities
merely represent the failure to capture the dynamics of
the realistic system by means of the lumped element ap-
proach in Fig. 1(b), when trying to decompose the total
capacitance into partial capacitances for each junction.

The presence of two explicit time-dependent param-
eters can be experimentally accessed as follows. Con-
sider a periodic ac driving of the two currents. The two
parameters φ1, φ2, or equivalently φ, φ, enclose a finite
area in the 2D parameter space. In the adiabatic driving
regime (when the ac frequency is low with respect to the
qubit frequency) a nontrivial Berry phase may emerge as
a consequence. When preparing the system in a certain
eigenstate |m〉, this Berry phase may be expressed as

Bm = 2 Im
¨

dφdφ ∂φ 〈m| ∂φ |m〉 . (49)

In order to simplify further, let us focus on EJ1 = EJ2 ≡
EJ . As will become clear in a moment, we should include
a stationary gate voltage in our system inducing a charge
ng (see end of Sec. II C), such that the Hamiltonian reads

Ĥ (t) =
1

2
EC (n̂+ ng)

2 − EJ [φ (t)] cos

[
ϕ̂− φ (t)

2

]
,

(50)

with EC = (2e)
2
/Ctot and EJ (φ) = 2 cos (φ/2)EJ . For

further evaluation, it is helpful to reexpress the Berry
curvature as

∂φ 〈m| ∂φ |m〉 = −
∑
m′ 6=m

〈m| ∂φĤ |m′〉 〈m′| ∂φĤ |m〉
(εm − εm′)2

,

(51)
where ∂φĤ ∼ cos

(
ϕ̂− φ/2

)
and ∂φĤ ∼ sin

(
ϕ̂− φ/2

)
.

Now, the importance of a finite gate voltage shift be-
comes obvious. Observe that if ng = 0, the wave func-
tions can be separated into two subsets, one containing
all wave functions which are symmetric, respectively an-
tisymmetric, in ϕ-space (with respect to φ/2), resulting
in a vanishing Bm. But for finite (non-integer) ng we can
expect a finite Berry phase.

In fact, the Berry phase should have its largest value
close to φ ≈ ±π (up to multiples of 2π), where the in-
terference of Josephson tunnelings across the two junc-
tions is destructive, EJ cos (φ/2) � EC , while at the
same time, keeping ng close to a charge degeneracy point,
ng ≈ 1/2 (up to integer multiples), making sure that
Cooper pair transport is not fully suppressed. This cor-
responds to the Cooper pair box regime [41], where it is
easy to find a good analytic approximation for the Berry
curvature of the even parity ground state m = 0 (see
Appendix C),

2Im∂φ 〈0| ∂φ |0〉 = −1

4
∂φ

 ECδng√
E2
Cδn

2
g + 4E2

J cos2 (φ/2)

 ,

(52)
where δng = ng−1/2 is the distance of ng away from the
charge degeneracy point. This result represents a mea-
surable effect of the highly nontrivial interaction of spa-
tially asymmetric time-dependent magnetic fields with
a SQUID. Berry curvatures have been successfully mea-
sured in superconducting qubits, see Ref. [24, 25], which
is why we expect this effect to be readily observable.

IV. REFINED LUMPED-ELEMENT
APPROACH

We have shown above that the “naive” lumped element
approach from Fig. 1 does not succeed in predicting the
correct system dynamics of a realistic SQUID geometry,
unless one allows for the possibility of anomalous (nega-
tive or time-dependent) capacitances.

In this final section, we show that a description of the
circuit with regular, constant capacitances may still work
to describe realistic geometries, provided that the circuit
is greatly refined. That is, one needs to introduce a finely-
meshed network of lumped elements which can capture
the spatial details of the externally applied field. In ad-
dition, capacitances need to be introduced at all nodes,
even (or especially) the ones which are not connected via
Josephson junctions. By means of such a network, we
show, for the above example of a 1D SQUID, that our
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Figure 4. (a) Finite element model to describe the SQUID
geometry in Fig. 3(a). The upper arm of the SQUID is de-
scribed through a transmission line, whereas the lower arm is
simply a ground. The Josephson junctions (red) are at posi-
tions j = j1 and j = j2. (b) The same finite element model,
now showing the temporally and spatially varying flux φj (t),
as well as the branch phase variables for the transmission line,
ϕTL,j , and the ones describing the capacitive and Josephson
coupling between ground and transmission line, ϕj .

irrotational gauge procedure is equivalent to the one de-
veloped by You et al. [8], when going to the continuum
limit. In addition, through this procedure we also include
the internal dynamics of the island (by describing it as
a transmission line), and thus provide an upper bound
for the driving frequency, below which the description of
the island by means of a single independent degree of
freedom, (ϕ, ϕ̇), is justified.

To begin, we model the simple 1D version of the
SQUID from Fig. 1(a) by means of a finite element ap-
proach, see Fig. 4(a), where the island is described by a
transmission line. In terms of the branch variables (see
Fig. 4(b)), we find the Lagrangian

L = LTL + LV + LJ (53)

with a part describing the transmission line (i.e., the is-
land)

LTL = − 1

2L

J∑
j=1

(ϕTL,j
2e

)2
(54)

and the capacitive coupling to ground

LV =
C

2

J∑
j=0

(
ϕ̇j
2e

)2

. (55)

Finally, the Josephson junctions are included in

LJ = EJ1 cos (ϕj1) + EJ2 cos (ϕj2) , (56)

where the first junction is at position j = j1, and the
second one at position j = j2 > j1. The spatial de-
pendence of the magnetic field, B (x) is here taken into
account by the flux distribution φj (t) (for j = 1 . . . J)

(see Fig. 4(b)). Thus, the branch variables are subject to
the constraints

ϕj−1 + ϕTL,j − ϕj = φj (t) . (57)

This gives rise to J constraints. Given that there are
J+1 branch variables for the capacitances, ϕj , all but one
of these variables can be eliminated. The transmission
line variables ϕTL,j remain free at this stage. This is
equivalent to the prescription advocated by You et al. [8]
to uniquely determine the Hamiltonian.

Importantly, it can now be shown (for details, see Ap-
pendix D) that there is a low-frequency regime for the
time-dependent driving of the φj for which the transmis-
sion line dynamics are irrelevant, such that ϕTL,j ≈ 0.
This corresponds to the situation where the driving is
sufficiently slow that the transmission line can quasi-
instantaneously follow the perturbation (the exact con-
dition will be discussed below). The resulting low-
frequency Hamiltonian can be obtained by means of a
Schrieffer-Wolff transformation,

Ĥlow ≈
1

2

(2e)
2

Ctot
n̂2 − EJ1 cos (ϕ̂+ φ1,irr)

− EJ2 cos (ϕ̂+ φ2,irr) , (58)

with

φk,irr =
1

J + 1

J∑
j=1

fj (t)− fjk (t) , (59)

for the junction index k = 1, 2, and having defined the
(discrete) flux integral fj (t) =

∑j
k=1 φk (t) . The total

capacitance is simply Ctot = (J + 1)C. Crucially, when
approaching the continuum limit for the network (i.e.,
the distance between the lumps dx→ 0)

φj (t) = 2π
Φj (t)

ΦQ
→ 2π

DdxB (x, t)

ΦQ
(60)

where D is also here the distance between the trans-
mission line and the ground and W = (J + 1) dx is
the width. Thus, we recover the result from Sec. III A,
Eq. (35). This demonstrates the equivalence of the ap-
proach of You et al. [8] and our gauge prescription for
the vector potential, Airr, as outlined in Sec. II C.

Finally, let us comment on the regime of validity of
Hlow in Eq. (58). As we detail in Appendix D, neglecting
the internal dynamics of the island is justified for driving
frequencies ω satisfying

ω < ω0 =
π√

WlCtot
(61)

where l is the inductance density of the transmission line,
such that L = l dx. The frequency ω0 corresponds to
the lowest mode of the internal transmission line dynam-
ics. Assuming that the kinetic part of the inductance is
dominant, we estimate l ∼ me/

(
nse

2S
)
[42, 43], with
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me as the electron mass and the Cooper pair density
ns ∼ 4×106µm−3 [44], and assuming a transmission line
cross section of S ∼ 10nm×20µm as well asW ∼ 200µm,
we find ω0 ∼ 20GHz. For a typical qubit frequency be-
tween 5 and 10GHz, it seems plausible that neglecting
the internal island dynamics is justified even when an ac
magnetic field would be used to drive bit flips.

V. CONCLUSIONS

We develop a general recipe to construct a Hamilto-
nian for realistic quantum circuits driven by external
electomagnetic fields which vary in time. This construc-
tion invokes the notion of an irrotational gauge for the
time-dependent vector field, which corresponds to the
Coulomb gauge, with the additional boundary condition
that the vector potential should be orthogonal to the
conductor surfaces. Based on this result, we show, in
the example of a simple SQUID geometry, that assign-
ing individual capacitances to each Josephson junction
leads to negative and potentially time-dependent capaci-

tances. We discuss measurable effects of such anomalous
capacitances, such as a revised prediction for the qubit
relaxation rate, and a nonzero Berry phase. Finally, we
establish a connection between the here proposed vector
potential gauge for continuous circuit geometries and ir-
rotational gauge developed in Ref. [8] for discrete circuits.
In doing so, we also provide an estimate for the validity
of the lumped-element approach, given a certain driving
frequency.
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Appendix A: More general Hamiltonians arising from the continuum electrodynamics model

In Sec. II, we showed the choice of gauge that leads to a Lagrangian and Hamiltonian satisfying the “irrotational
condition” of You et al. [8]. Here we show another choice that leads to forms that resemble the more general
Lagrangians/Hamiltonians that arise in the previous discrete circuit analysis. For this purpose however, we first need
the correct definition for the kinetic energy term which enters the Lagrangian.

We start with the definition for the energy stored in a capacitor via the electric power [38],

EQ =

ˆ t

dt′ V I , (A1)

where the lower integration limit is not specified as it merely provides an irrelevant constant shift (which we disregard
here). Through I = ∂tQ, we may immediately substitute the time integral for an integral over charge,

EQ =

ˆ Q

dQ′ V (Q′) , (A2)

or, through partial integration, for an integral over voltage

EQ = V Q−
ˆ V

dV ′Q(V ′) ≡ V Q− EV . (A3)

Identifying Q as the canonically conjugate momentum, we see that EQ and EV are related through a Legendre
transformation. We thus conclude that the kinetic energy in the Lagrangian is given by T = EV [see also Eq. (17) in
the main text], whereas EQ corresponds to the kinetic energy of the Hamiltonian. Importantly, for the irrotational
gauge, where the energies are quadratic in both V and Q, EQ = EV , and the above distinction is moot. However,
for the gauges considered in this appendix, there will appear linear terms where this distinction is important, and the
definition of the Lagrangian kinetic energy via the voltage integral is imperative.

To continue, we introduce a variably shifted irrotational gauge. This is a simple variant on the irrotational gauge
introduced in the main text. We now divide the electric field into two parts as in Eq. (9),

E = E′Q + E′
Ḃ
. (A4)
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Here E′Q satisfies the same conditions as EQ, except that Eq. (7) is replaced by an shifted island charge:

ε

‹
Si
d2x

(
ni ·E′Q

)
= Q−Q0(t) = Q− ḟ0(t) . (A5)

Note that this island charge function Q0(t) should not be confused with the offset gate charge ng discussed at the
end of Sec. II C. ng is a real physical quantity, while Q0(t), merely parameterizing a new set of gauges, cannot appear
in any physical observable. Equation (A5) emphasizes that the shifted charge function can be taken to be time
dependent, and we will assume that this time dependence is expressed as the time derivative of a fixed function f0(t).
The solution for the electric field is thus of the form

E′Q = (Q−Q0) e . (A6)

The other contribution to the field, E′
Ḃ
, must likewise be changed; instead of corresponding to zero island charge, it

will require the island charge

ε

‹
Si
d2x

(
ni ·E′Ḃ

)
= ḟ0(t) , (A7)

resulting in

E′
Ḃ

= F[Ḃ]− ḟ0e , (A8)

and the resulting new vector potential

A′irr = −F[B] + f0e . (A9)

In this gauge the constitutive equation (15) is replaced by

Q−Q0(t) = CtotV
′
irr, (A10)

defining the island potential V ′irr in the new gauge (it is again uniform in space across the island). The new kinetic
energy in the Lagrangian is

T ′irr =
Ctot

2

(
ϕ̇′

2e
+

ḟ0
Ctot

)2

. (A11)

This introduces the superconducting phase variable in the variably-shifted irrotational gauge, ϕ̇′. After Legendre
transformation, this leads to the full Hamiltonian

Ĥ ′irr =
(2e)2

2Ctot

(
n̂′ − ḟ0

2e

)2

−
∑
k

EJk cos

(
ϕ̂′ + φk,irr +

2ef0
Ctot

)
, (A12)

where the shift 2ef0/Ctot of the phase in the Josephson term follows from the line integral of the new A′irr in Eq. (A9).
Indeed, Ĥirr = ÛĤ ′irrÛ

† − iÛ∂tÛ†, with Û = e−i2ef0n̂/Ctot . Here we see the more general kinetic energy form, with
both quadratic and linear number operators, as it occurs in Eqs. (13-14) of [8].

Appendix B: Derivation of electric field in parallel plate capacitor

We here show how to arrive at the solution for EḂ in the parallel plate capacitor, given in Eqs. (30-33) in the main
text. We commence with the solutions in the interior of the superconductors, y < 0 and y > D. Given the external
magnetic field from Eq. (27) in the main text, the interior field is

Bint (y < 0) =

 Bx (x, z)
0

Bz (x, z)

 e
y
λ Bint (y > D) =

 Bx (x, z)
0

Bz (x, z)

 e−
y−D
λ .
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Let us focus for concreteness on y > D. Here, we find that the supercurrent flowing inside the superconductor is of
the form

j (y > D) =
1

µ0λ

 −Bz (x, z)
0

Bx (x, z)

 e−
y−D
λ ,

due to the Maxwell equation ∇×Bint = µ0j. The y-component of the current vanishes due ∇×Bext = 0. This must
be so since charges cannot leave the surface. We see that current conservation demands ∂zBx (x, z) = ∂xBz (x, z),
which is likewise satisfied due to ∇×Bext = 0 for 0 < y < D. We note that it is useful to compactify the expression
for the current

j (y > D) = − 1

µ0λ
(ny ×Bext) e

− y−Dλ . (B1)

For the opposite plate, at y < 0, we find a current in the reversed direction

j (y < 0) =
1

µ0λ
(ny ×Bext) e

y
λ . (B2)

In this compact form, we can show that ∇ · j = 0 via ∇ · (ny ×Bext) = −ny · (∇×Bext) = 0. Let us note that in
the main text, we treat the case of a quasi one-dimensional parallel plate capacitor, where we eventually approximate
Bx ≈ 0 and Bz(x, z) ≈ Bz(x). In this case, the current would be mostly flowing in x-direction. Note that the
continuity equation for the current, ∇ · j = 0, is (weakly) broken within the above approximation. In order to respect
it exactly, we would have to retain a small z-component for the current, which however turns out to be irrelevant for
the field solutions of interest.

In the case of a time-dependently driven external magnetic field B→ B (t), the screening Meissner currents become
likewise parametrically time-dependent. Associated to this time-dependent current, we receive an electric field inside
the superconductor as per the first London equation, ∂tj = 1

µ0λ2E, which consequently decays likewise with the
London penetration depth. We thus arrive at Eqs. (30) and (31) in the main text.

We now turn to the solution for EḂ in the exterior, 0 < y < D, which has to satisfy the requirements described in
Sec. II C, in particular the boundary condition, Eq. (6). We obtain the right-hand side of Eq. (6) from the previously
computed solutions of the interior, given explicitly in Eqs. (30) and (31). As already pointed out in the main text, this
problem is most conveniently solved by separating EḂ into a longitudinal and tangential component EḂ = EL +ET ,
where the longitudinal component is defined such that it is perpendicular to the surface, ny×EL = 0. The tangential
part on the other hand has to satisfy ny ·ET = 0, and

ET |y=0,D = µ0λ
2∂tj

∣∣
y=0,D

. (B3)

As for the condition ∇×EḂ = −Ḃ, it turns out that it is very convenient to decompose it into two separate conditions
for each field, with a proportionality prefactor γ that needs to be determined,

∇×EḂ,L = − (1 + γ) Ḃ (B4)

∇×EḂ,T = γḂ. (B5)

For the longitudinal field the ansatz,

EḂ,L =

 0
EL,y

0


yields two differential equations

∇×

 0
EL,y

0

 =

 −∂zEL,y0
∂xEL,y

 = − (1 + γ)

 Ḃx (x, z)
0

Ḃz (x, z)

 . (B6)

In order to solve these equations, it will be extremely helpful to explicitly use the relationships of the two components
of the magnetic fields, stemming from ∇×Bext = 0 and ∇ ·Bext = 0, which, when written out, read

∂zḂx (x, z) = ∂xḂz (x, z) (B7)

∂xḂx (x, z) = −∂zḂz (x, z) . (B8)
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By means of the identities, Eqs. (B7) and (B8), it can be shown that a valid solution is given by

EL,y = −1 + γ

2

ˆ x

c

dx′
[
Ḃz (x′, z) + Ḃz (x′, c′)

]
+

1 + γ

2

ˆ z

c′
dz′
[
Ḃx (x, z′) + Ḃx (c, z′)

]
,

where the integration constants c and c′ will have to be fixed. First, let us show that the above proposed solution
indeed solves Eq. (B6). For the z-component, we get

∂xEL,y = −1 + γ

2

[
Ḃz (x, z) + Ḃz (x, c′)

]
+

1 + γ

2

ˆ z

c′
dz′ ∂xḂx (x, z′)︸ ︷︷ ︸

use ∇·B=0

= −1 + γ

2

[
Ḃz (x, z) + Ḃz (x, c′)

]
− 1 + γ

2

ˆ z

c′
dz′∂z′Ḃz (x, z′)

= −1 + γ

2

[
Ḃz (x, z) + Ḃz (x, c′)

]
− 1 + γ

2

[
Ḃz (x, z)− Ḃz (x, c′)

]
= − (1 + γ) Ḃz (x, z)

and the same works for the x-component,

−∂zEL,y =
1 + γ

2

ˆ x

c

dx′
[
∂zḂz (x′, z)

]
− 1 + γ

2

[
Ḃx (x, z) + Ḃx (c, z)

]
= −1 + γ

2

[
Ḃx (x, z)− Ḃx (c, z)

]
− 1 + γ

2

[
Ḃx (x, z) + Ḃx (c, z)

]
= − (1 + γ) Ḃx (x, z) .

We now need to fix the integration constants such that the surface charge associated to the jump in the longitudinal
component integrates to zero, according to the discussion in Sec. II C. That is,

ˆ W

0

dx

ˆ H

0

dzEL,y (x, z) = 0 . (B9)

We see that the following method works. We may exploit the additivity of different solutions to the differential
equation. By replacing in the ansatz c→ x′′ and c′ → z′′, and integrating x′′ (z′′) from 0 to W (H) and dividing by
W (H), we arrive at Eq. (32) in the main text. The condition in Eq. (B9) is satisfied, as one can convince oneself
when following the instructions in the main text, given after Eq. (33).

We are left with the tangential field ET . Here, we have to satisfy the boundary conditions as given above, in
Eq. (B3). As a reminder, this field should fulfill both ∇×EḂ,T = γḂ and ∇ ·EḂ,T = 0. We find that

EḂ,T = λ

 Ḃz (x, z)
0

−Ḃx (x, z)

 D − 2y

D
, (B10)

which is equivalent to Eq. (33) in the main text, succeeds in satisfying both conditions. For the divergence, we find

∇ ·EḂ,T = λ
(
∂xḂz (x, z)− ∂zḂx (x, z)

) D − 2y

D
= 0,

again due to ∇×Bext = 0. The curl condition results in

∇×EḂ,T = 2
λ

D

 Ḃx (x, z)
0

Ḃz (x, z)

 = 2
λ

D
Ḃ .

With this result, we finally identify γ = 2λ/D as given also in the main text.
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Appendix C: Berry curvature

Here, we show how to arrive at the approximate expression for the Berry curvature in Eq. (52) in the main text.
Within the assumptions in the main text, in particular that ng is close to 1/2, we write the Hamiltonian given in Eq.
(50) in the sub-basis of either one or zero extra Cooper pair on the island, |1〉 , |0〉

Ĥlow ≈
1

2
EC (|1〉 〈1| − |0〉 〈0|) δng −

1

2
EJ (φ)

[
|1〉 〈0| e−i

δφB
2 + |0〉 〈1| ei

δφB
2

]
(C1)

with δng = ng− 1/2. This Hamiltonian has the eigenvalues ± 1
2

√
E2
Cδn

2
g + E2

J (φ) and the corresponding eigenvectors

|±〉 =
1√
2

√√√√1± ECδng√
E2
Cδn

2
g + E2

J (φ)
|1〉 ∓

√√√√1∓ ECδng√
E2
Cδn

2
g + E2

J (φ)
ei
δφB

2 |0〉

 . (C2)

Denoting |−〉 as the even parity ground state m = 0 in the main text, the above eigenvector can be plugged into Eq.
(52).

Appendix D: Low-energy approximation

Here we detail the steps required to arrive at the low-frequency Hamiltonian, Eq. (58), starting from the transmission
line model in Fig. 4, described by the Lagrangian in Eqs. (53), (54), (55), and (56). As pointed out in the main text,
the branch variables ϕj are subject to the constraints Eq. (57), such that only one of them remains free. For simplicity,
let us keep ϕ0 as the free variable. Hence, we find for j ≥ 1

ϕj = ϕ0 +

j∑
k=1

ϕTL,k − fj (t) , (D1)

having defined the (discrete) flux integral fj (t) =
∑j
k=1 φk (t) . Now we compute the conjugate momenta

2enTL,j = 2e
∂L

∂ϕ̇TL,j
(D2)

2en0 = 2e
∂L
∂ϕ̇0

(D3)

which results in (
2e~nTL

2en0 + C
∑J
k=1

ḟk(t)
2e

)
= C

(
J ~J
~JT J + 1

)(
~ϕTL
2e
ϕ0

2e

)
, (D4)

where we defined the vectors

2e (~nTL)j = 2enTL,j + C

J∑
k=j

ḟk (t)

2e
, 1 ≤ j ≤ J, (D5)

(
~ϕTL
2e

)
j

=
ϕTL,j

2e
(D6)(

~J
)
j

= J + 1− j (D7)

and the matrix

(J)jj′ = J + 1− sup {j, j′} . (D8)

Formally, we thus find the Hamiltonian via a standard Legendre transformation

H =
1

2C

(
2e~nTL

2en0 + C
∑J
k=1

ḟk(t)
2e

)T (
J ~J
~JT J + 1

)−1(
2e~nTL

2en0 + C
∑J
k=1

ḟk(t)
2e

)
+

1

2L

(
~ϕTL
2e

)T (
~ϕTL
2e

)

− EJ1 cos

ϕ0 +

j1∑
j=1

[ϕu,j + ϕl,j ]− fj1 (t)

− EJ2 cos

ϕ0 +

j2∑
j=1

[ϕu,j + ϕl,j ]− fj2 (t)

 . (D9)
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Due to the symmetric shape of the capacitance matrix, its inverse is of the form

1

C

(
J ~J
~JT J + 1

)−1
=

 Cinv ~C inv(
~C inv

)T
C inv

 . (D10)

In fact, it can be shown that (
Cinv)

jj′
=

1

C
(2δjj′ − δj,j′+1 − δj+1,j′) (D11)(

~C inv
)
j

= − 1

C
δj1 (D12)

C inv =
1

C
. (D13)

We may thus decompose the Hamiltonian into

H =
1

2
(2e~nTL)

T
Cinv (2e~nTL) +

1

2L

(
~ϕTL
2e

)T (
~ϕTL
2e

)
+ (2e~nTL)

T ~C inv

(
2en0 + C0

J∑
k=1

ḟk (t)

2e

)

+
1

2
C inv

(
2en0 + C0

J∑
k=1

ḟk (t)

2e

)2

− EJ1 cos

ϕ0 +

j1∑
j=1

ϕTL,j − fj1 (t)

− EJ2 cos

ϕ0 +

j2∑
j=1

ϕTL,j − fj2 (t)

 , (D14)

All that is left is to find the eigendecomposition of Cinv,

Cinv =
∑
q

1

Cq
~vq~v

T
q . (D15)

We thus get

H = H0 + V (D16)

with H0 = HSQUID +HTL encompassing the separate Hamiltonians for the SQUID and TL degrees of freedom

HTL =
1

2

∑
q

(2e)
2

Cq
n2q +

1

2L

(ϕq
2e

)2
(D17)

and

HSQUID =
1

2
C inv

(
2en0 + C0

J∑
k=1

ḟk (t)

2e

)2

− EJ1 cos

ϕ0 +

j1∑
j=1

ϕTL,j − fj1 (t)


− EJ2 cos

ϕ0 +

j2∑
j=1

ϕTL,j − fj2 (t)

 , (D18)

and the interaction term between the two

V =
∑
q

λq

(
2en0 + C0

J∑
k=1

ḟk (t)

2e

)
(2enq) . (D19)
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In above equations, we defined

nq = ~vTq ~nTL (D20)

ϕq = ~vTq ~ϕTL (D21)

λq = ~vTq ~C
inv. (D22)

The TL modes will have energies
√

1/ (LCq), and they couple to the SQUID degrees of freedom via the coupling
parameter λq. Charge phase quantization will transform the parameters into operators, [ϕ̂q, n̂q′ ] = 2eiδqq′ , [ϕ̂0, n̂0] =
2ei. The modes q may be diagonalised by the bosonic operators

âq =
1√
2

(
Cq
L

) 1
4

[
ϕ̂q
2e

+ i

√
L

Cq
2en̂q

]
. (D23)

Let us now try to find a low-energy approximation for this Hamiltonian. In order to do so, we need to evaluate it in
the limit L→ 0. This will put the excitations of the TL modes to infinitely high energies, and within the Josephson
potential energy, we may set ϕq → 0, such that the TLs will become lumped elements with one single superconducting
phase. The TL degrees of freedom can be eliminated by means of a Schrieffer-Wolf transformation. We however have
to be careful due to the time-dependence in the Hamiltonian.

Since we want to eliminate fast frequencies, we formally add the projector P̂ , which projects out all but the ground
state of the TL modes,

P̂ = 10 ⊗ |0TL〉 〈0TL| (D24)

where aq |0TL〉 = 0 for all q. In this separation of spaces, H0 is purely block-diagonal

Ĥ0 = P̂ Ĥ0P̂ +
(

1− P̂
)
Ĥ0

(
1− P̂

)
(D25)

whereas the interaction is purely off-diagonal

V̂ =
(

1− P̂
)
V̂ P̂ + P̂ V̂

(
1− P̂

)
. (D26)

According to the standard (time-independent) Schrieffer-Wolff transformation, we have to find an anti-unitary operator
Ŝ, such that

Ĥlow = eŜĤe−Ŝ (D27)

≈ Ĥ0 +
1

2

[
Ŝ, V̂

]
+O

(
V 3
)
, (D28)

which requires [
Ĥ0, Ŝ

]
= V̂ . (D29)

There is an important caveat for time-dependent systems: here, the transformation would in principle give rise to an
extra term

ÛĤÛ† − iÛ ˙̂
U
†
⇒ eŜĤe−Ŝ + i

ˆ 1

0

dreŜr
˙̂
Se−Ŝr (D30)

≈ eŜĤe−Ŝ + i
˙̂
S exactly equal if

[
Ŝ,

˙̂
S
]

= 0. (D31)

It can however be shown by means of the following scaling arguments, that this extra term can be neglected. Namely,
as initially stated, we want to take the limit L → 0. This means that the high energies in

(
1− P̂

)
Ĥ0

(
1− P̂

)
diverge as ∼ L−1/2. At the same time, the interaction term V̂ diverges with ∼ L−1/4 (see relationship between
nq and aq). Consequently, Ŝ has to scale with L1/4, which is therefore a small term. Now, for Ṡ to be important
with respect to V̂ in the perturbation series, the time-dependence should be on frequencies which scale at least as
large as ∼ L−1/2 - the same scaling as the TL eigenfrequencies. As a consequence, as long as the time-dependent
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driving is on frequencies slower than the TL eigenfrequencies, we can neglect this term. This corresponds to an
adiabatic approximation with respect to the time scale of the TL dynamics. It is then justified to simply perform the
time-independent Schrieffer-Wolff transformation, with the time dependence appearing parametrically. This can be
thought of as an “instantaneous” adjustment of the TL degrees of freedom to the time-dependent driving.

We can therefore continue by computing Ŝ, through the same relationship as in the stationary case,
[
Ĥ0, Ŝ

]
= V̂ ,

leading to the standard solution for the low-frequency Hamiltonian

Ĥlow ≈ P̂ Ĥ0P̂ − P̂ V̂
(

1− P̂
) 1

Ĥ0

V̂ P̂ . (D32)

Note that with L → 0, and due to the operators ϕ̂q ∼ L1/4, we can set ϕ̂q → 0 within the Josephson energies.
Plugging in the explicit expressions for H0 and V , we arrive at

Ĥlow ≈
1

2

(
C inv −

∑
q

Cqλ
2
q

)2en̂0 + C0

J∑
j=1

ḟj (t)

2e

2

− EJ1 cos [ϕ̂0 − fj1 (t)]− EJ2 cos [ϕ̂0 − fj2 (t)] . (D33)

In order to obtain the sought after result, we are left with evaluating

C inv −
∑
q

Cqλ
2
q = C inv −

(
~C inv

)T (
Cinv)−1 ~C inv. (D34)

And in fact, from the identity  Cinv ~C inv(
~C inv

)T
C inv

C

(
J ~J
~JT J + 1

)
=

(
1 0
0 1

)
(D35)

one can extract the relationships

Cinv ~J + ~C inv (J + 1) = 0 (D36)(
~C inv

)T
~J + C inv (J + 1) =

1

C
. (D37)

These identities are useful as follows. From the first identity it follows that(
~C inv

)T
~J = − (J + 1)

(
~C inv

)T (
Cinv)−1 ~C inv (D38)

This can be inserted into the second identity, and we find

C inv −
(
~C inv

)T (
Cinv)−1 ~C inv =

1

(J + 1)C
, (D39)

where we easily identify (J + 1)C0 = Ctot as the total capacitance of the SQUID. Consequently, we find the effective
Hamiltonian

Ĥlow ≈
1

2

1

Ctot

2en̂0 + C0

J∑
j=1

ḟj (t)

2e

2

− EJ1 cos [ϕ̂0 − fj1 (t)]− EJ2 cos [ϕ̂0 − fj2 (t)] . (D40)

or when discarding the constant term

Ĥlow ≈
1

2

(2e)
2

Ctot
n̂20 +

1

J + 1

J∑
j=1

ḟj (t) n̂0

− EJ1 cos [ϕ̂0 − fj1 (t)]− EJ2 cos [ϕ̂0 − fj2 (t)] . (D41)
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With a time-dependent unitary transformation, U = eifn̂0 where f =
∑J
j=1 fj/(J + 1), we arrive at the Hamiltonian

in the irrotational gauge given in Eq. (58), where the remaining SQUID degree of freedom is renamed n̂0 → n̂ and
ϕ̂0 → ϕ̂, as in the main text.
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