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Abstract. We consider higher generalizations of both a (twisted) Poisson structure and
the equivariant condition of a momentum map on a symplectic manifold. On a Lie al-
gebroid over a (pre-)symplectic and (pre-)multisymplectic manifold, we introduce a Lie
algebroid differential form called a compatible E-n-form. This differential form satisfies
a compatibility condition, which is consistent with both the Lie algebroid structure and the
(pre-)(multi)symplectic structure. There are many interesting examples such as a Poisson
structure, a twisted Poisson structure and a twisted R-Poisson structure for a pre-n-plectic
manifold. Moreover, momentum maps and momentum sections on symplectic manifolds, ho-
motopy momentum maps and homotopy momentum sections on multisymplectic manifolds
have this structure.
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1 Introduction

A Lie algebroid is a generalization of both a Lie algebra and a space of vector fields on a tangent
bundle over a smooth manifold. It is not only important in differential geometry, especially
in Poisson geometry, but also has appeared in physics like a gauge theory, string theory and
a sigma model.

In this paper, we consider a compatible geometric structure between a section of the exterior
algebra of E∗ with a Lie algebroid and a (pre-)symplectic and a (pre-)multisymplectic structure
on the base manifold M . It is called the compatible condition. Here E∗ is a dual space of
a Lie algebroid E over and a (pre-)symplectic and a (pre-)multisymplectic smooth manifold M .
A section of the exterior algebra ∧•E∗ is called an E-differential form.

A Poisson structure is an important geometric structure inspired by the Hamiltonian mechan-
ics. A deformation of the Poisson structure by adding a closed 3-form H is called the twisted
Poisson structure [30, 40]. We consider a bivector field π ∈ Γ

(
∧2TM

)
and a closed 3-form

H ∈ Ω3(M) on a smooth manifold M . If (π,H) satisfy

1

2
[π, π]S =

〈
⊗3π,H

〉
, (1.1)

(π,H) is called a twisted Poisson structure, where [−,−]S is the Schouten bracket on the space
of multivector fields and ⟨−, −⟩ is the pairing of TM and T ∗M . The condition of the twisted
Poisson structure is regarded as a compatibility condition between a Lie algebroid and a pre-
2-plectic form. To consider a generalization to general pre-n-plectic form is natural. However,
a generalization is not straightforward since a simple generalization of π and H in equation (1.1)
to a multivector field and a pre-n-plectic form does not give a good condition.
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A twisted Poisson structure was discovered in the analysis of a sigma model called a twisted
Poisson (or a WZ Poisson) sigma model [30]. Recently, Chatzistavrakidis proposed a new higher
dimensional topological sigma model with WZ term whose target space was a Poisson mani-
fold [13, 14]. If and only if a multivector field on the target space is satisfied a geometric
condition, the topological sigma model is consistent. A generalization to general Lie alge-
broid setting is formulated in the paper [25]. Consistency conditions of these sigma models
imposes a geometric condition of an E-differential form with a Lie algebroid structure and
a (pre-)(multi)symplectic form. In this paper, we investigate this geometric structure mathe-
matically.

Another motivation is a generalization of a momentum map on a symplectic manifold. A mo-
mentum map is defined on a symplectic manifold M with a Lie group G action. Let g be a Lie
algebra of the Lie group G. Recently, a generalization of a momentum map theory to a Lie
algebroid setting has been proposed [6] inspired by analysis in [5, 33]. A momentum map
is µ : M → g∗ is generalized to a section of the dual of a vector bundle µ ∈ Γ(E∗) called a mo-
mentum section, where E is a Lie algebroid. If a vector bundle is the direct product E = M ×g,
it reduces to a momentum map.

Conditions of the momentum map are generalized. In this paper, we concentrate on one
compatibility condition called the bracket-compatibility condition,

Edµ = −ι2ρω,

where ω is a symplectic form, ρ is the anchor map of a Lie algebroid, and Ed is the Lie algebroid
differential. This condition looks to be curious at first, however it has natural good properties.
Moreover we claim that the condition is unified with the twisted Poisson structure, and gen-
eralized to higher algebroids and multisymplectic settings. A generalization of the momentum
section to a (pre)-multisymplectic manifold called a homotopy momentum section has be pro-
posed in [22]. Our condition for an E-n-form in this paper is consistent with the definition of
the homotopy momentum section.

A twisted Poisson structure is known as an example of Dirac structures [40]. A momen-
tum map on a symplectic manifold and a homotopy momentum map [10] on a multisymplectic
manifold have reinterpretations in terms of higher algebroids [35]. We show that a compatible
E-n-form is an example of a higher Dirac structure. Moreover, a compatible E-n-form can
be formulated as a Q-manifold and a QP-manifold. These descriptions are connected to con-
structions of topological sigma models. One of constructions is so called AKSZ sigma models
[2, 23, 38].

We claim that the above structure is interesting and worth to analyze, since it has many
examples already listed above. Generalizations of momentum maps such as momentum sections
on a Lie algebroid, homotopy momentum maps [10] and homotopy momentum sections [22] on
multisymplectic manifolds are examples of our geometric structure.

This paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, a Lie algebroid and related notion are pre-
pared and notation is fixed. In Section 3, a compatible condition is defined and basic properties
are analyzed. In Section 4, examples are listed. In Section 5, the interpretation in terms of
the higher Dirac structure is discussed. In Section 6, the compatible condition is formulated as
a Q-manifold. In Section 7, we reformulate the compatible condition as a (twisted) QP-manifold.

2 Preliminary

In this section, we explain the background geometry of this paper. A Lie algebroid and Lie
algebroid differentials are introduced.
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2.1 Lie algebroids

Definition 2.1. Let E be a vector bundle over a smooth manifold M . A Lie algebroid
(E, ρ, [−,−]) is a vector bundle E with a bundle map ρ : E → TM called the anchor map,
and a Lie bracket [−,−] : Γ(E)× Γ(E) → Γ(E) satisfying the Leibniz rule,

[e1, fe2] = f [e1, e2] + ρ(e1)f · e2,

where ei ∈ Γ(E) and f ∈ C∞(M).

A Lie algebroid is a generalization of a Lie algebra and the space of vector fields on a smooth
manifold.

Example 2.2 (Lie algebras). Let a manifold M be one point M = {pt}. Then a Lie algebroid
is a Lie algebra g.

Example 2.3 (tangent Lie algebroids). If a vector bundle E is a tangent bundle TM and
ρ = id, then a bracket [−,−] is a normal Lie bracket on the space of vector fields X(M) and
(TM, id, [−,−]) is a Lie algebroid. It is called a tangent Lie algebroid.

Example 2.4 (action Lie algebroids). Suppose that there is a smooth action of a Lie group G
to a smooth manifold M , M × G → M . The differential of the map induces an infinitesimal
action of the Lie algebra g of G on a manifold M . Since g acts as a differential operator on M ,
the differential of the map determines a bundle map ρ : M × g → TM . Consistency of a Lie
bracket requires that ρ is a Lie algebra morphism such that

[ρ(e1), ρ(e2)] = ρ([e1, e2]), (2.1)

where the bracket in left-hand side of (2.1) is a Lie bracket of vector fields. These data gives
a Lie algebroid (E = M × g, ρ, [−,−]). This Lie algebroid is called an action Lie algebroid.

Example 2.5 (Poisson Lie algebroids). A bivector field π ∈ Γ
(
∧2TM

)
is called a Poisson

bivector field if [π, π]S = 0, where [−,−]S is a Schouten bracket on the space of multivector fields,
Γ(∧•TM). If a smooth manifold M has a Poisson bivector field π, (M,π) is called a Poisson
manifold. For a Poisson bivector field π, a bundle map is defined as ρ = −π♯ : T ∗M → TM
by ⟨π♯(α), β⟩ = π(α, β) for all β ∈ Ω1(M).

Let (M,π) be a Poisson manifold. Then, a Lie algebroid structure is introduced on T ∗M .
π♯ : T ∗M → TM is the anchor map, and a Lie bracket on Ω1(M) is defined by the so called
Koszul bracket,

[α, β]π = Lπ♯(α)β − Lπ♯(β)α− d(π(α, β)), (2.2)

where α, β ∈ Ω1(M).

Example 2.6 (Lie algebroids induced from twisted Poisson structures). If a bivector field π ∈
Γ
(
∧2TM

)
and H ∈ Ω3(M) satisfy

1

2
[π, π]S =

〈
⊗3π,H

〉
, dH = 0, (2.3)

(M,π,H) is called a twisted Poisson manifold [27, 30, 36, 40]. Here
〈
⊗3π,H

〉
is defined by〈

⊗3π,H
〉
(α1, α2, α3) := H

(
π♯(α1), π

♯(α2), π
♯(α3)

)
for αi ∈ Ω1(M).

If we take the same bundle map, −π♯ : T ∗M → TM as in Example 2.5, and a Lie bracket
deformed by H,

[α, β]π,H = Lπ♯(α)β − Lπ♯(β)α− d(π(α, β)) + ιπ♯(α)ιπ♯(β)H

for α, β ∈ Ω1(M). Then,
(
T ∗M,−π♯, [−,−]π,H

)
is a Lie algebroid.

One can refer to proper documents for basic properties of Lie algebroids can be found, for
instance, in [34].
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2.2 Lie algebroid differentials

For a Lie algebroid E, sections of the exterior algebra of E∗ are called E-differential forms.
Consider the spaces of E-differential forms Γ(∧•E∗). A differential Ed on Γ(∧•E∗) is called a Lie
algebroid differential (or simply, a differential) Ed: Γ(∧mE∗) → Γ

(
∧m+1E∗) and is defined as

follows.

Definition 2.7. A Lie algebroid differential Ed: Γ(∧mE∗) → Γ
(
∧m+1E∗) is defined by

Edα(e1, . . . , em+1) =
m+1∑
i=1

(−1)i−1ρ(ei)α(e1, . . . , ěi, . . . , em+1)

+
∑

1≤i<j≤m+1

(−1)i+jα([ei, ej ], e1, . . . , ěi, . . . , ěj , . . . , em+1),

where α ∈ Γ(∧mE∗) and ei ∈ Γ(E).(
Ed

)2
= 0 is satisfied. The Lie algebroid differential Ed is a generalization of the de Rham

differential on T ∗M and the Chevalley–Eilenberg differential on a Lie algebra.

3 Compatible E-n-forms

3.1 Definition and consistency

In this section, we define a geometric structure on a Lie algebroid over a pre-multisymplectic
manifold. First, we introduce a pre-multisymplectic manifold.

Definition 3.1. A closed (n + 1)-form ω ∈ Ωn+1(M) is called a pre-n-plectic form. (M,ω) is
called a pre-n-plectic manifold.

If we additionally suppose that ω is nondegenerate, ω is called an n-plectic form. A 1-plectic
form is a symplectic form.

Let Ed: Γ(∧mE∗) → Γ
(
∧m+1E∗) be a Lie algebroid differential. Given ω ∈ Ωn+1(M), ιkρ is

defined by

ιkρω(vk+1, . . . , vn+1)(e1, . . . , ek) = ιρ(e1) . . . ιρ(ek)ω(vk+1, . . . , vn+1)

=
〈
⊗kρ, ω

〉
(ek, . . . , e1, vk+1, . . . , vn+1)

:= ω(ρ(ek), . . . , ρ(e1), vk+1, . . . , vn+1)

for e1, . . . , ek ∈ Γ(E) and vk+1, . . . , vn+1 ∈ X(M).

Definition 3.2. Let (M,ω) be a pre-n-plectic manifold and (E, ρ, [−,−]) be a Lie algebroid
over M . Then, an E-n-form J ∈ Γ(∧nE∗) is called compatible if J satisfies

EdJ = −ιn+1
ρ ω = −

〈
⊗n+1ρ, ω

〉
. (3.1)

Since Ed
2
= 0,

Ed
(
ιn+1
ρ ω

)
= 0, (3.2)

must be satisfied for consistency. The left-hand side is

Ed
(
ιn+1
ρ ω

)
(en+2, . . . , e1) = dω(ρ(e1), . . . , ρ(en+2))



Compatible E-Differential Forms on Lie Algebroids over (Pre-)Multisymplectic Manifoldss 5

+
∑

1≤i<j≤n+2

(−1)i+j−1ω([ρ(ei), ρ(ej)], ρ(e1), . . . , ˇρ(ei), . . . , ˇρ(ej), . . . , ρ(en+2))

+
∑

1≤i<j≤n+2

(−1)i+jω(ρ([ei, ej ]), ρ(e1), . . . , ˇρ(ei), . . . , ˇρ(ej), . . . , ρ(en+2))

for ei ∈ Γ(E). Since [ρ(e1), ρ(e2)] = ρ([e1, e2]) is satisfied in a Lie algebroid E, we obtain the
following proposition.

Proposition 3.3. If ω is closed, (3.2) is satisfied and equation (3.1) is consistent with ρ, [−,−]
and ω.

In other words, Definition 3.2 means that if −ιn+1
ρ ω is Ed-exact, and its E-n-form is J , (J, ω)

is called compatible.

3.2 Gauge transformations

Recall that ιn+1
ρ ω is closed with respect to the Lie algebroid differential Ed, Ed

(
ιn+1
ρ ω

)
= 0

from consistency with equations (3.1) and (3.2). Obvious equivalence relation of compatible
E-n-forms is difference of Ed-exact terms.

Definition 3.4. For a Lie algebroid E, two compatible E-n-forms J and J ′ are equivalent if
there exists an E-(n− 1)-form K ∈ Γ

(
∧n−1E∗) satisfying J ′ = J + EdK.

In fact, if J is a compatible E-n-form J ′ also satisfies the same compatible condition.
We consider another nontrivial equivalence. For a pre-n-plectic form ω, we consider a defor-

mation ω′ = ω+dλ for an arbitrary n form λ ∈ Ωn(M), which is called a gauge transformation.
Obviously, if ω is a pre-n-plectic form, ω′ is also a pre-n-plectic form.

Using the identity [ρ(e1), ρ(e2)] = ρ([e1, e2]) of a Lie algebroid, the following equation holds,

Ed
(
ιnρλ

)
= ιn+1

ρ dλ

for λ ∈ Ωn(M). Thus, if J is a compatible E-n-form for ω, and ω′ = ω − dλ, the compatible
E-n-form J ′ for ω′ is given by J ′ = J − ιnρλ. In fact,

EdJ ′ = −ιn+1
ρ ω′ = −ιn+1

ρ ω − (ιρ)
n+1dλ = −ιn+1

ρ ω − Ed
(
ιnρλ

)
= Ed

(
J − ιnρλ

)
.

A gauge equivalence of two compatible E-n-forms is formulated as follows.

Definition 3.5. Two compatible E-n-forms J and J ′ are gauge equivalent if there exists an
n-form λ ∈ Ωn(M) such that J ′ = J − ιnρλ.

In Section 4, we discuss gauge equivalence of the twisted Poisson structure in Example 4.2.

4 Examples

The compatible E-n-form (3.1) is considered as a universal compatibility condition of a Lie
algebroid structure with a pre-multisymplectic form. It appears in various geometries. In this
section, we list up examples.

Example 4.1 (Liouville 1-forms). Take n = 1 and let (M,ω) be a symplectic manifold and
E = TM be a tangent bundle. TM is a tangent Lie algebroid with the anchor map ρ = id (see
Example 2.3). An E-1-form J is a normal differential form on M , and a Lie algebroid differential
Ed = ddR is the de Rham differential. The compatible condition (3.1) is

ddRJ = −ω,

which means that J is the Liouville 1-form for the symplectic form ω.
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Example 4.2 (Poisson and twisted Poisson structures). Let (π,H) be a twisted Poisson struc-
ture on M (see Example 2.6). Note that it reduces to a Poisson structure if H = 0. The
cotangent bundle T ∗M has a Lie algebroid structure as explained in Examples 2.5 and 2.6.
Formulas of the twisted Poisson structures and induced Lie algebroids are in [32, 40]. Equa-
tion (2.3) is equivalent to Edπ = −

〈
⊗3π,H

〉
, where Ed is the Lie algebroid differential of this

Lie algebroid T ∗M . Thus, J = π is a compatible TM -2-form on a pre-2-plectic manifold with
a pre-2-plectic form H.

Next let us analyze gauge equivalence. A gauge transformation of the twisted Poisson struc-
ture is H ′ = H + dB with a 2-form B. Then, the compatible E-2-form with respect to H ′

is π′ = π −
〈
⊗2π,B

〉
from Definition 3.5.

Note that gauge transformations in Definition 3.5 are different from the definition of the
gauge transformation in the twisted Poisson structure [9, 40]. In the standard definition, the
bivector field changes to π′ = π(1 + πB)−1 under H ′ = H + dB.

In the standard definition, equation (2.3) gives the Lie algebroid structure on T ∗M and a com-
patible E-n-form simultaneously. If the gauge transformation π′ = π(1 + πB)−1 consistently
deforms the Lie algebroid structure defined by (π′, H) and a compatible E-n-form to J ′ = π′

simultaneously.
However, our gauge transformation π′ = π−

〈
⊗2π,B

〉
only deforms the compatible E-n-form

to J ′ = π′ under the fixed Lie algebroid constructed from (π,H). The reason is for generalizations
to higher pre-n-plectic cases. In a pre-n-plectic case, the simultaneous deformation of the Lie
algebroid and the compatible E-n-form like the twisted Poisson structure does not work. The
twisted Poisson structure is a very special case and our gauge transformation is applicable to
general E-n-form on a higher n-plectic manifold.

Example 4.3. A twisted R-Poisson structure (π,H, J) on a smooth manifold M is defined as
follows [13].1 M is a smooth manifold and π ∈ Γ

(
∧2TM

)
is a Poisson bivector field. H is

a closed (n+1)-form, and J ∈ Γ(∧nTM) is an n-multivector field. As explained in Example 2.5,
the Poisson bivector field π induces a Lie algebroid structure on T ∗M , where ρ = −π♯ and the
Lie bracket is given by (2.2). Under this Lie algebroid structure, (H,J) is the twisted R-Poisson
structure if it satisfies

EdJ = (−1)n
〈
⊗n+1π,H

〉
.

J is a compatible T ∗M -n-form with the pre-(n+ 1)-plectic form ω = (−1)n+1H.

Example 4.4 (momentum maps). We assume a smooth action of a Lie group G on a symplectic
manifold (M,ω). Let g be a Lie algebra for G. The Lie group action induces the Lie algebra
action ρ : g → TM . A map µ : M → g∗ is called a momentum map if it satisfies

dµ(e) = −ιρ(e)ω, (4.1)

ρ(e1)⟨µ, e2⟩ = ⟨µ, [e1, e2]⟩ (4.2)

for e, e1, e2 ∈ g. Here ⟨−, −⟩ is the pairing of g∗ and g. As explained in Example 2.4, the
Lie group action induces an action Lie algebroid structure on a trivial bundle E = M × g.
The anchor map is induced from the map of the Lie algebra action as ρ : M × g → TM . The
momentum map is regarded as a section of the dual trivial bundle µ ∈ Γ(M × g∗). Under the
condition (4.1), equation (4.2) is changed to [6]

Edµ(e1, e2) = −ι2ρω(e1, e2),

i.e., Edµ = −ι2ρω. Here
Ed is a Lie algebroid differential with respect to the action Lie algebroid.

Thus we obtain the following result.

1Since J is denoted by R in the paper [13], it is called the R-Poisson structure.
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Proposition 4.5. A momentum map µ : M → g∗ is a compatible E-1-form for the action Lie
algebroid induced from a Lie group action on M .

Example 4.6 (homotopy moment(um) maps). [10] Let (M,ω) be an n-plectic manifold. As-
sume an action of a Lie group G on M as in the case of the momentum map. The ac-
tion of G induces the corresponding infinitesimal Lie algebra action on M as vector fields,
ρ : g → TM . We consider the space, Ωk

(
M,∧n−kg∗

)
= Ωk(M)⊗ ∧n−kg∗, and two differen-

tials d := d⊗ 1 and dCE := 1⊗ dCE where d is the de Rham differential on Ωk(M) and dCE is
the Chevalley–Eilenberg differential on ∧n−kg∗. Introduce a k-form taking a value in ∧n−kg∗,
µ̂k ∈ Ωk

(
M,∧n−kg∗

)
, where k = 0, . . . , n− 1, and their formal sum, µ̂ =

∑n−1
k=0 µ̂k.

Definition 4.7. A homotopy momentum map µ̂ is defined by2

(d + dCE)µ̂ =
n∑

k=0

(−1)n−k+1ιn+1−k
ρ ω. (4.3)

A momentum map on an n-plectic manifold [11, 19] is a homotopy momentum map. Ex-
panded by the form degree, equation (4.3) becomes the following n equations,

dµ̂n−1 = −ι1ρω,

dµ̂n−2 + dCEµ̂n−1 = ι2ρω,

...

dµ̂k−1 + dCEµ̂k = (−1)n−k+1ιn+1−k
ρ ω,

...

dCEµ̂0 = (−1)n+1ιn+1
ρ ω. (4.4)

The Lie group action induces an action Lie algebroid structure on the trivial bundle E=M×g.
The Lie algebroid differential on the action Lie algebroid is Ed = ad∗ρ+dCE , where ad∗ is the
following action on α induced from the Lie algebra action on M ,

ad∗ρ α(e1, . . . , em+1) :=
m+1∑
i=1

(−1)i−1ρ(ei)α(e1, . . . , ěi, . . . , em+1)

for ei ∈ g, We can rewrite n equations (4.4) to equivalent n equations [22],

dµn−1 = −ι1ρω,

dµn−2 +
Edµn−1 = −ι2ρω,

...

dµk−1 +
Edµk = −ιn+1−k

ρ ω,

...
Edµ0 = −ιn+1

ρ ω, (4.5)

where µ̂k = (−1)n−k+1µk. The last equation (4.5) shows that J = µ0 is a compatible E-n-form.

Proposition 4.8. µ̂0 = (−1)n+1µ0 in a homotopy momentum map is a compatible E-n-form.

2Sign factors of the equation are different from [10]. Sign factors are arranged to original ones by proper
redefinitions.
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Example 4.9 (momentum sections). A momentum map is generalized to a momentum sec-
tion [6]. See also [24, 26, 33]. A momentum section is also an example of a compatible E-n-form.

Suppose that a base manifold M is a pre-symplectic manifold with a pre-symplectic form ω.
Moreover, suppose a Lie algebroid (E, ρ, [−,−]) over M . In order to define a momentum section,
we introduce a connection on the vector bundle E, ∇ : Γ(E) → Γ(T ∗M ⊗E), which is a R-linear
map satisfying the Leibniz rule,

∇(fe) = f∇e+ (df)⊗ e

for e ∈ Γ(E) and f ∈ C∞(M). A dual connection on E∗ is defined by the equation,

d⟨µ, e⟩ = ⟨∇µ, e⟩+ ⟨µ, ∇e⟩

for all sections µ ∈ Γ(E∗) and e ∈ Γ(E).
A momentum section is defined as follows.

Definition 4.10. A section µ ∈ Γ(E∗) of E∗ is called a bracket-compatible momentum section
if µ satisfies the following two conditions:3

∇µ = −ιρω,
Edµ = −ι2ρω. (4.6)

The second equation (4.6) is nothing but the condition (3.1) of a compatible E-1-form
for J = µ.

Proposition 4.11. A momentum section µ is a compatible E-1-form.

Example 4.12 (homotopy momentum sections). [22] A homotopy momentum map on a pre-
multisymplectic manifold is generalized to a homotopy momentum section.

As the preparation to introduce a homotopy momentum section, we define another derivation
called an E-connection on a Lie algebroid.

Definition 4.13. Let E be a Lie algebroid over a smooth manifold M and E′ be a vector bundle
over the same base manifold M . An E-connection on a vector bundle E′ with respect to the
Lie algebroid E is a R-linear map E∇ : Γ(E′) → Γ(E∗ ⊗ E′) satisfying

E∇e(fe
′) = fE∇ee

′ + (ρ(e)f)e′

for e ∈ Γ(E), e′ ∈ Γ(E′) and f ∈ C∞(M).

The ordinary connection is regarded as an E-connection for E = TM , ∇ = TM∇.
The standard E-connection on E′ = E, E∇ : Γ(E) → Γ(E∗ ⊗ E) is defined by

E∇ee
′ := ∇ρ(e)e

′ + [e, e′]

for e, e′ ∈ Γ(E). A general E connection E∇ on E is given by

E∇ee
′ = ∇ρ(e)e

′ + [e, e′]− χ(e, e′)

with some tensor χ ∈ Γ(E ⊗ E∗ ⊗ E∗).
If a normal connection ∇ on E as a vector bundle is given, we can define the following

canonical E-connection for the tangent bundle E′ = TM . An (canonical) E-connection on
a tangent bundle, E∇ : Γ(TM) → Γ(E∗ ⊗ TM) is defined by

E∇ev := Lρ(e)v + ρ(∇ve) = [ρ(e), v] + ρ(∇ve),

3One more condition ∇2µ = 0 is imposed in [6]. The condition is dropped in this paper, since it is not necessary
in our context.
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where e ∈ Γ(E) and v ∈ X(M). It is also called the opposite connection. One can refer
to [1, 15, 18] about the general theory of connections on a Lie algebroid.

Given a normal connection ∇, a covariant derivative is generalized to the derivation on the
space of differential forms, d∇ : Ωk(M,∧mE∗) → Ωk+1(M,∧mE∗), called an exterior covariant
derivative.4 Similarly, given an E-connection E∇, the Lie algebroid differential Ed can be
generalized to the operation on the space

Γ
(
∧kE′ ⊗ ∧mE∗), Ed∇ : Γ

(
∧kE′ ⊗ ∧mE∗) → Γ

(
∧kE′ ⊗ ∧m+1E∗).

For instance, see [1]. The concrete equation for E′ = T ∗M is as follows.

Definition 4.14. For

Ωk(M,∧mE∗) = Γ
(
∧kT ∗M ⊗ ∧mE∗),

the E-exterior covariant derivative Ed∇ : Ωk(M,∧mE∗) → Ωk
(
M,∧m+1E∗) is defined by

Ed∇α(e1, . . . , em+1) :=
m+1∑
i=1

(−1)i−1E∇ei(α(e1, . . . , ěi, . . . , em+1))

+
∑

1≤i<j≤m+1

(−1)i+jα([ei, ej ], e1, . . . , ěi, . . . , ěj , . . . , em+1)

for α ∈ Ωk(M,∧mE∗) and ei ∈ Γ(E).

Let µk ∈ Ωk
(
M,∧n−kE∗) be a k-form taking values in ∧n−kE∗, where k = 0, . . . , n − 1.

Both the exterior covariant derivative ∇ and the E-exterior covariant derivative Ed∇ act on the
space Ωk

(
M,∧n−kE∗).

Definition 4.15. A formal sum µ =
∑n−1

k=0 µk is called a homotopy momentum section if µ
satisfies

(
d∇ + Ed∇

)
µ = −

n∑
k=0

ιn+1−k
ρ ω. (4.7)

Expanding the equation by form degree of both sides, equation (4.7) is the following n
equations,

d∇µn−1 = −ι1ρω,

d∇µn−2 +
Ed∇µn−1 = −ι2ρω,

...

d∇µk−1 +
Ed∇µk = −ιn+1−k

ρ ω,

...
Ed∇µ0 =

Edµ0 = −ιn+1
ρ ω. (4.8)

The final equation (4.8) is the condition that J = µ0 is a compatible E-n-form (3.1).

Proposition 4.16. µ0 in a homotopy momentum section is a compatible E-n-form.

4The exterior covariant derivative is also denoted by ∇ in [22].
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5 Higher Dirac structures on E ⊕∧n−1E∗

In this section, we reformulate a compatible E-n-form in terms of a higher Dirac structure of
a Lie n-algebroid. We consider a Lie n-algebroid on E⊕∧n−1E∗ induced from a Lie algebroid E.

Let (E, ρ, [−,−]) be a Lie algebroid over M . Then, an almost Lie algebroid structure
is induced on E ⊕ ∧n−1E∗. Three operations are constructed from the Lie algebroid oper-
ations. They are a bilinear symmetric form (−,−) : Γ

(
E ⊕ ∧n−1E∗) × Γ

(
E ⊕ ∧n−1E∗) →

Γ
(
∧n−2E∗), a bundle map ρ̂ : E⊕∧n−1E∗ → TM called the anchor map, and a bilinear bracket

[−,−]D : Γ
(
E⊕∧n−1E∗)×Γ

(
E⊕∧n−1E∗) → Γ

(
E⊕∧n−1E∗) called a (higher) Dorfman bracket.

Let u + α, v + β ∈ Γ
(
E ⊕ ∧n−1E∗), where u, v ∈ Γ(E) and α, β ∈ Γ

(
∧n−1E∗). Then three op-

erations are defined by

(u+ α, v + β) = ιuβ + ιvα, ρ̂(e)f = ρ(u)f, (5.1)

[u+ α, v + β]D = [u, v] + ELuβ − ιv
Edα+ ιuιv

(
ιn+1
ρ ω

)
, (5.2)

where the interior product ιv is the contraction of an element v ∈ Γ(E) with Γ(E∗), ρ(u) is the
anchor map of E, and ELu := ιu

Ed + Edιu is the E-Lie derivative. The Dorfman bracket (5.2)
is not skew-symmetric but satisfies the Jacobi type identity,

[[u+ α, v + β]D, w + γ]D + [[v + β,w + γ]D, u+ α]D

+ [[w + γ, u+ α]D, v + β]D = 0. (5.3)

An algebroid satisfying equation (5.3) is called a Leibniz algebroid. Especially, we call(
E ⊕ ∧n−1E∗, (−,−), ρ, [−,−]D

)
a Lie n-algebroid, or a Vinogradov algebroid induced from a Lie algebroid E [20]. We only
consider this specific Lie n-algebroid in this paper. There are many analysis about general
theories for Lie n-algebroids. In general, Lie n-algebroids are induced from a QP-manifold of
degree n. A general concept of Lie n-algebroids is referred to, for instance, [7, 16, 17, 21, 29, 39,
41, 45].

Equations (5.1)–(5.2) does not contain J . The compatible condition (3.1), EdJ = −ιn+1
ρ ω, is

described as an extra structure on the Lie n-algebroid, a higher Dirac structure[4, 8, 45].

Definition 5.1. A higher Dirac structure is the subbundle L of the Lie n-algebroid satisfying
the conditions, (e1, e2) = 0 for all e1, e2 ∈ Γ(L), and [e1, e2]D is an element of Γ(L), i.e., Γ(L) is
involutive with respect to the bracket, [Γ(L),Γ(L)]D ⊂ Γ(L).

Note that we do not impose that L is the maximal rank with respect to the inner prod-
uct (−,−) but only isotropic, which is different from the definition of a Dirac structure of
a Courant algebroid.

For an E-n-form J ∈ Γ(∧nE∗), we consider the following space of sections of E ⊕ ∧n−1E∗,

Γ(L) =
{
u+ (J, u) ∈ Γ

(
E ⊕ ∧n−1E∗) | u ∈ Γ(E)

}
.

Theorem 5.2. If J ∈ Γ(∧nE∗) and ω ∈ Ωn+1(M) satisfy EdJ = −ιn+1
ρ ω, then L is a higher

Dirac structure of a Lie n-algebroid E ⊕ ∧n−1E∗.

Proof. The inner product of two elements of Γ(L), u+ (J, u) and v + (J, v) for u, v ∈ Γ(E) is

(u+ (J, u), v + (J, v)) = (u, Jv) + (Ju, v) = 0

from completely skewsymmetricity of J .
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Moreover, using (5.2), the Dorfman bracket is computed as

[u+ (J, u), v + (J, v)]D = [u+ ιuJ, v + ιvJ ]D

= [u, v] + ELuιvJ − ιv
EdιuJ + ιuιv

(
ιn+1
ρ ω

)
= [u, v] + ELuιvJ − ιv

ELuJ − ιvιu
EdJ + ιuιv

(
ιn+1
ρ ω

)
. (5.4)

Using the formula ELuιv − ιv
ELu = ι[u,v] analogous to the Cartan formula, (5.4) becomes

= [u, v] + (J, [u, v]) + ιuιv
EdJ + ιuιv

(
ιn+1
ρ ω

)
, (5.5)

which is an element of Γ(L) again if the identity EdJ = −ιn+1
ρ ω is satisfied. Note that we

use ιuιv
EdJ = −ιvιu

EdJ . Since then (5.5) becomes

[u+ (J, u), v + (J, v)]D = [u, v] + (J, [u, v])

for every u, v ∈ Γ(E). ■

Example 5.3. Let (M,π,H) be a twisted Poisson manifold and T ∗M is a Lie algebroid in-
duced from the twisted Poisson structure in Example 2.6. We take n = 2 and consider a Lie
2-algebroid T ∗M ⊕ TM ≃ TM ⊕ T ∗M . For α, β ∈ Ω1(M), u, v ∈ X(M), and f ∈ C∞(M)
operations are defined as

(α+ u, β + v) = ιuβ + ιvα, ρ̂(α+ u)f = π♯(α)(f),

[α+ u, β + v]D = [α, β]π,H + Lπ,H
α v − ιβdπ,Hu+

〈
⊗3π,H

〉
(α, β),

which give a Courant algebroid with ((−,−), ρ̂, [−,−]D), where

[α, β]π,H = Lπ♯(α)β − Lπ♯(β)α− d(π(α, β)) + ιπ♯(α)ιπ♯(β)H, dπu = [π, u]S ,

dπ,Hu = dπu+
〈(
⊗2π ⊗ 1

)
H,u

〉
, Lπ,H

α v = (ιαdπ,H + dπ,Hια)v.

Let us introduce a bivector field J ∈ Γ
(
∧2TM

)
and define a subbundle defined by

L =
{
α+ (J, α) ∈ Γ(T ∗M ⊕ TM) | α ∈ Ω1(M)

}
.

Iff L is a Dirac structure, J is a compatible T ∗M -2-form, i.e., a bivector field satisfying EdJ =
−ι2πH. This case is special. We can take J = π since both are elements of Γ

(
∧2TM

)
,

and Edπ = −ι2πH is equivalent to the condition that (π,H) is a twisted Poisson structure.

6 Q-manifold description

In this section, a compatible E-n-form is formulated by graded geometry. A Q-manifold de-
scription based on graded geometry provides a clear method to formulate Lie n-algebroids. Con-
cretely, the compatible E-n-form is described by a Lagrangian Q-submanifold of a Q-manifold.

A graded manifold M is a locally ringed space (M,OM) whose structure sheaf OM is a Z-
graded commutative algebra over an ordinary smooth manifold M . The grading is compat-
ible with the supermanifold grading, that is, a variable of even degree is commutative and
a variable of odd degree is anticommutative. By definition, the structure sheaf of M is locally
isomorphic to C∞(U) ⊗ S•(V ), where U is a local chart on M , V is a graded vector space,
and S•(V ) is a free graded commutative ring on V . OM is also denoted by C∞(M). Grading
of an element x ∈ C∞(M) is called degree and denoted by |x|. For two homogeneous elements
f, g ∈ C∞(M), the product is graded commutative, fg = (−1)|f ||g|gf . There are some recent
reviews of graded manifolds in [12, 23, 38, 44] and references therein.

We concentrate on nonnegatively graded manifolds with Z≥0 grading called an N-manifold.
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Definition 6.1. If an N-manifold M has a vector field Q of degree +1 satisfying Q2 = 0, it is
called a Q-manifold, or a differential graded (dg) manifold.

This vector field Q is called a homological vector field.
Let E be a vector bundle over M . E is a Lie algebroid if and only if E[1] is a Q-manifold

with a homological vector field [43]. Concrete correspondence is as follows. Let (xi, qa) be local
coordinates on E[1] of degree (0, 1). Here i is the index on the base manifold M and a is the
index of the fiber. A vector field of degree +1 is locally given by

Q = ρia(x)q
a ∂

∂xi
− 1

2
Ca
bc(x)q

bqc
∂

∂qa
, (6.1)

where ρia(x) and Ca
bc(x) are local functions. We define a bundle map ρ : E → TM and the Lie

bracket [−,−] : Γ(E) × Γ(E) → Γ(E) as ρ(ea) := ρia(x)∂i, [ea, eb] := Cc
ab(x)ec, for the basis of

sections ea ∈ Γ(E). Then, Q2 = 0 is equivalent that the two operations (ρ, [−,−]) satisfy the
definition of a Lie algebroid on E: all the identities of the anchor map and the Lie bracket in
the Lie algebroid E are obtained from the Q2 = 0 condition.

We have another description of a Lie algebroid based on a QP-manifold.

Definition 6.2. If an N-manifoldM has a graded symplectic form ωgrad of degree n and a vector
field Q of degree +1 satisfies Q2 = 0, and LQωgrad = 0, (M, ωgrad, Q) is called a QP-manifold
of degree n.

In a QP-manifold, if n ̸= 0, there exists a Hamiltonian function Θ such that Q = {Θ,−}.
Q2 = 0 is equivalent to {Θ,Θ} = 0.

For a Lie algebroid, we take an n − 1-shifted cotangent bundle M = T ∗[n − 1]E[1] with
a nonnegative integer n − 1. Take local coordinates on T ∗[n − 1]E[1], (xi, qa, zi, ya) of degree
(0, 1, n− 1, n− 2). Since T ∗[n− 1]E[1] is a (graded) cotangent bundle, it has a canonical graded
symplectic form of degree n − 1, ωgrad = δxi ∧ δzi + δqa ∧ δya, where δ is the graded de Rham
differential on the graded manifold. A graded Poisson bracket for ωgrad is defined by

{f, g} = (−1)|f |+nιXf
ιXgωgrad.

The Poisson brackets {−,−} satisfy{
xi, zj

}
= δij ,

{
zj , x

i
}
= −δij , {qa, yb} = δab , {yb, qa} = −(−1)n−2δab .

We take the following degree n function on T ∗[n− 1]E[1],

ΘLie = ⟨ρ(q), z⟩+ (−1)n−1

2
([q, q], y) = (−1)n−1ρia(x)ziq

a +
(−1)n−1

2
Ca
bc(x)q

bqcya. (6.2)

Here ⟨−,−⟩ is the pairing of TM and T ∗M an (−,−) is the pairing of E and E∗. {ΘLie,ΘLie} = 0
is equivalent to ρ(ea) = ρia(x)∂i and Ca

bc(x) are the anchor map and the structure function of
the Lie bracket of a Lie algebroid.

We can prove that ιQLie
ωgrad = −δΘLie, equivalently, QLie = −{ΘLie,−} in (6.2) satis-

fies Q2
Lie = 0 and LQLie

ωgrad = 0 if and only if E is a Lie algebroid. The local coordinate
expression is

QLie = − {ΘLie,−} = ρia(x)q
a ∂

∂xi
− 1

2
Ca
bc(x)q

bqc
∂

∂qa
+
(
(−1)nρiazi − Cc

ab(x)q
byc

) ∂

∂ya

−
(
∂iρ

j
azjq

a − (−1)n

2
∂iC

a
bc(x)q

bqcya

)
∂

∂zi
.
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Here ∂i = ∂
∂xi . QLie is also denoted by LQ = QLie and called the tangent lift of the vector

field Q in (6.1). QLie is the homological vector field such that Q = QLie|E[1]. T
∗[n− 1]E[1] has

a QP-manifold structure induced from a Lie algebroid structure on E.
We consider a function of degree n,

J :=
1

n!
Ja1...an(x)q

a1 · · · qan ,

corresponding to the E-n-form J ∈ Γ(∧nE∗), where

1

n!
Ja1...an(x) := J(ea1 , . . . , ean).

The term J is summed to ΘLie as ΘLie J = ΘLie + (−1)n−1J , and consider the vector field of
degree +1

QLie J = −{ΘLie J ,−}.

QLie J is not necessarily a homological vector field since Q2
Lie J is not necessarily zero without

any condition for J . In order to realize the condition (3.1) of a compatible E-n-form J , we
modify QLie J by adding a term induced from a (pre)-n-plectic form ω = H as5

Qcomp = {−ΘLie + (−1)nJ,−}+ (−1)n(n+1)/2
(
ω♭
grad

)−1
ιnρ(q)H

= ρia(x)q
a ∂

∂xi
− 1

2
Ca
bc(x)q

bqc
∂

∂qa

+

(
(−1)nρiazi − Cc

ab(x)q
byc + (−1)n

1

(n− 1)!
Jab2...bnq

b2 · · · qbn
)

∂

∂ya

−
[
∂iρ

j
azjq

a − (−1)n

2
∂iC

a
bc(x)q

bqcya

+(−1)n
1

n!

(
∂iJa1...an − ρj1a1 · · · ρ

jn
anHij1...jn

)
qa1 · · · qan

]
∂

∂zi
, (6.3)

where

H =
1

(n+ 1)!
Hi1...in+1(x)dx

i1 ∧ · · · ∧ dxin+1 ,

is a closed (n+ 1)-form. For a 1-form

α = αi(x)dx
i,

(
ω♭
grad

)−1
: T ∗[n− 1]E[1] → TE[1]

is the map induced from the symplectic form ωgrad.(
ω♭
grad

)−1
α = αi(x)

∂

∂zi
.

Proposition 6.3. Let E be a Lie algebroid and H is a pre-n-plectic form. The vector field of
degree +1, Qcomp in (6.3) satisfies Qcomp

2 = 0 if and only if J is a compatible E-n-form.

Proof. We compute the square of Qcomp. Using equations Q2
Lie J = 0 and{

ΘLie, ι
n
ρ(q)H

}
=

{
J, ιnρ(q)H

}
= 0,

etc., we obtain that Qcomp
2 is proportional to {ΘLie, J} + ιn+1

ρ(q)H, which must be zero. This

equation is equivalent to the condition of a compatible E-n-form (3.1). ■
5In this section and the next section, a pre-n-plectic form on a (normal) base manifold M is denoted by H

not ω to distinguish with ωgrad.
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Example 6.4. Let π = 1
2π

ij(x)∂i ∧ ∂j ∈ Γ
(
∧2TM

)
be a bivector field and H = 1

3!Hijk(x)dx
i ∧

dxj ∧ dxk ∈ Ω3(M) be a closed 3-form. We take n = 2 and consider an N-manifold T ∗[1]T [1]M .
Local coordinates are

(
xi, qi, zi, y

i
)
of degree (0, 1, 1, 0). Now, the homological vector field Q is

given by

Q = πij(x)qi
∂

∂xj
− 1

2
∂iπ

jk(x)qjqk
∂

∂qi
−
(
πijzj + ∂kπ

ij(x)qjy
k − πijqj

) ∂

∂yi

+

[
∂iπ

jkzjqk +
1

2
∂i∂jπ

klqkqlyj −
1

2

(
∂iπ

jk − πjlπkmHilm

)
qjqk

]
∂

∂zi
,

Q2 = 0 is equivalent that (π,H) is the twisted Poisson structure.

There does not necessarily exist a homological function Θ satisfying Qcomp = {Θ,−} for the
homological function in (6.3), if H is nonzero. A compatible E-n-form can not be constructed
as a QP-structure on T ∗[n− 1]E[1].6

7 Realization by QP-manifold and twist

In the Q-manifold description in the previous section, a compatible condition is not formulated
as a QP-manifold, i.e., there exists no homological function Θ such that ιQω = −δΘ for the
homological vector field Q in equation (6.3) if H ̸= 0. We consider another realization in graded
geometry as a Lagrangian Q-submanifold of a QP-manifold.

For it, we consider a shifted cotangent bundle of the graded bundle in Section 6. Take
a shifted double cotangent bundle T ∗[n]M of M = T ∗[n− 1]E[1] in the previous Section 6. We
consider a QP-structure on T ∗[n]M, i.e., we take the canonical graded symplectic form ω̃grad

and Q̃ such that L
Q̃
ω̃grad = 0.

7.1 Twisting of homological functions and twisted QP-manifolds

In this section, a general theory to describe a Lagrangian submanifold and its geometric structure
of a QP-manifold in terms of graded geometry and applied to a compatible E-n-form. We use
twisting of a homological function introduced by [37] and analyzed in [29, 31, 42].

Let pr : T ∗[n]M → M be a natural projection map. M is a trivial Lagrangian graded sub-
manifold since {pr∗ f, pr∗ g} = 0 for all f, g ∈ C∞(M) and M is of half dimensions of T ∗[n]M.

If
(
T ∗[n]M, ω̃grad, Q̃

)
is a QP-manifold of degree n, an induced graded Poisson structure of

degree −n is defined on M as follows. A bilinear graded bracket of degree −n + 1 is defined
on M by a derived bracket,

{f, g}M := pr∗
{{

pr∗ f, Θ̃
}
,pr∗ g

}
, (7.1)

where {−,−} is the graded Poisson bracket induced from ω̃grad and Θ̃ is a homological function
for Q̃. {−,−}M is a graded Poisson bracket of degree −n by using {pr∗ f, pr∗ g} = 0. In fact,
{−,−}M satisfies identities of a graded Poisson bracket,

{f, g}M = −(−1)(|f |−n+1)(|g|−n+1){g, f}M,

{f, gh}M = {f, g}Mh+ (−1)(|f |−n+1)|g|g{f, h}M,

{f, {g, h}M}M = {{f, g}M, h}M + (−1)(|f |−n+1)(|g|−n+1){g, {f, h}M}M
for f, g, h ∈ C∞(M).

In order to construct a general geometric structure realized in a Lagrangian submanifold
L ⊂ T ∗[n+ 1]M, we use twist of a homological function Θ̃.

6Since a homological function for a compatible E-n-form does not exist, we cannot construct a topological
sigma model by using the so called AKSZ construction [2].
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Definition 7.1. Let ϕ ∈ C∞(T ∗[n]M). Then the twist eadϕ of any function α ∈ C∞(M) by ϕ
is defined by [37]

eadϕα := α+ {α, ϕ}+ 1

2
{{α, ϕ}, ϕ}+ · · ·+ 1

n!
{. . . {{α, ϕ}, ϕ}, . . . , ϕ}+ · · · .

If a function ϕ ∈ C∞(T ∗[n]M) is of degree n, twist preserves degree and gives a Poisson
map α 7→ eadϕα satisfying{

eadϕα, eadϕβ
}
= eadϕ{α, β}

for all α, β ∈ C∞(T ∗[n]M).

Let Eϕ :=
{
eadϕ pr∗ f | f ∈ C∞(M)

}
be a space of functions twisted by a degree n function

ϕ ∈ C∞(T ∗[n]M). In general, Eϕ is identified as a space of functions on some graded manifold
Lϕ ⊂ T ∗[n]M, Eϕ = C∞(Lϕ), by applying a Serre–Swan type theorem on a graded manifold.

Proposition 7.2. Lϕ is a graded Lagrangian submanifold of T ∗[n]M.

It is confirmed using the formula
{
eadϕ pr∗ f, eadϕ pr∗ g

}
= eadϕ{pr∗ f, pr∗ g} = 0 and the

dimension of Lϕ is the same as M.

By definition, for α, β ∈ C∞(L−ϕ), there exist f, g ∈ C∞(M) such that α = e− adϕ pr∗ f and
β = e− adϕ pr∗ g. The derived bracket of α and β is equal to{{

e− adϕ pr∗ f, Θ̃
}
, e− adϕ pr∗ g

}
:= e− adϕ

{{
pr∗ f, eadϕΘ̃

}
, pr∗ g

}
. (7.2)

A bilinear bracket is defined by the following derived bracket,

{α, β}L−ϕ
:= pr∗ e

− adϕ
{{

pr∗ f, eadϕΘ̃
}
,pr∗ g

}
. (7.3)

Since it is equivalent to pr∗
{{

e− adϕ pr∗ f, Θ̃
}
, e− adϕ pr∗ g

}
, then twisting by ϕ gives a graded

Poisson bracket on L−ϕ induced by Θ̃ equivalent to a graded Poisson bracket on M induced

by eadϕΘ̃. We can prove that {−,−}L−ϕ
is a graded Poisson bracket of degree −n + 1 similar

to the proof for the bracket (7.1).

Thus, in the preceding discussion, we analyze the twisted homological function eadϕΘ̃ on M
instead of a homological function on L−ϕ.

The twisting function ϕ is an almost homological function. By (7.2) and (7.3), the graded
Poisson bracket is defined by the derived bracket

{{
−, Θ̃

}
,−

}
. On the other hand, we obtain

pr∗ e
adϕΘ̃

= pr∗

(
Θ̃ +

{
Θ̃, ϕ

}
+

1

2

{{
Θ̃, ϕ

}
, ϕ

}
+ · · ·+ 1

n!

{
. . .

{{
Θ̃, ϕ

}
, ϕ

}
, . . . , ϕ

}︸ ︷︷ ︸
n brackets

+ · · ·
)
. (7.4)

The function ϕ is of degree n, and from equation (7.1), the third term of pr∗ eadϕΘ gives

{ϕ, ϕ}M = −pr∗
{{

Θ̃, ϕ
}
, ϕ

}
. (7.5)

If equation (7.5) is zero, ϕ is a homological function onM and (M, {−,−}M, ϕ) is a QP-manifold
of degree n− 1. However, equation (7.5) is not necessarily zero.

Inspired by the above analysis and equation (7.4), we define a twisted QP-structure. We
consider the following class of generalizations of a QP-manifold which has good properties but
it is not a QP.
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Definition 7.3. Take a shifted cotangent bundle N = T ∗[n]M of a graded manifold M. Let
N = T ∗[n]M be a QP-manifold with a homological function Θ. If a degree n function ϕ ∈
C∞(T ∗[n]M) satisfies

pr∗ e
adϕΘ = 0, (7.6)

(M, {−,−}M, ϕ) is called a twisted QP-manifold, where pr : T ∗[n]M → M is a natural projec-
tion.

A function ϕ satisfying the condition (7.6) is also called a a Poisson function or a canonical
function. Obviously a QP-manifold is a twisted QP-manifold. A twisted QP-manifold has
some applications to physical theories such as the reduction of the AKSZ sigma models and the
supergeometric construction of current algebras [3, 28, 29].

7.2 QP-manifold description of compatible differential forms

Our graded manifold is T ∗[n]M = T ∗[n]T ∗[n−1]E[1]. In order to compute the concrete formula,
take local coordinates

(
xi, qa, zi, ya

)
of degree (0, 1, n− 1, n− 2) on T ∗[n− 1]E[1] and canonical

conjugate coordinates of the fiber
(
ξi, pa, ζ

i, ηa
)
of degree (n, n − 1, 1, 2). The canonical pro-

jection pr : T ∗[n]M → M is given by pr:
(
ξi, pa, ζ

i, ηa
)
7→ (0, 0, 0, 0). The canonical symplectic

form of degree n is

ω̃grad = δxi ∧ δξi + δqa ∧ δpa + δzi ∧ δζi + δya ∧ δηa.

Graded Poisson brackets induced from the above symplectic form are{
xi, ξj

}
= −

{
ξj , x

i
}
= δij , {qa, pb} = −(−1)n−1{pb, qa} = δab ,{

zi, ζ
j
}
= −(−1)n−1

{
ζj , zi

}
= δji ,

{
ya, η

b
}
= −

{
ηb, ya

}
= δba.

We take an (n+ 1)-form H on M and consider the following function of degree n+ 1,

Θ̃ = ⟨ξ, ζ⟩+ (p, η) + (−1)
n(n−1)

2 H̃

= ξiζ
i + paη

a + (−1)
n(n−1)

2
1

(n+ 1)!
Hi1...in+1(x)ζ

i1 · · · ζin+1 ,

where H̃ = 1
(n+1)!Hi1...in+1(x)ζ

i1 · · · ζin+1 is a degree n + 1 function corresponding to the (n +
1)-form H = 1

(n+1)!Hi1...in+1(x)dx
i1 ∧ · · · ∧ dxin+1 ∈ Ωn+1(M). An (n + 1)-form is identified to

a degree n+1 function on T [1]M . Θ̃ satisfies
{
Θ̃, Θ̃

}
= 0 if and only if H is closed, dH = 0, i.e.,

(T ∗[n]M, ω̃grad, Q̃) is a QP-manifold if H is a pre-n-plectic form on M , where Q̃ is a Hamiltonian
vector field for Θ̃.

We consider a twist using the following function of degree n, ϕ = ϕLie−J , where two functions
are

ϕLie = ρia(x)ziq
a +

1

2
Cc
ab(x)q

aqbyc, (7.7)

J =
1

n!
Ja1...an(x)q

a1 · · · qan . (7.8)

and impose the condition (7.6), pr∗ e
adϕΘ̃ = 0. ϕLie is a similar form as ΘLie in equation (6.2).

Compare to the condition in non-graded geometry by defining the following operations.
Let ρ := ρia(x)

∂
∂xi : E → TM be a bundle map, [ea, eb] := Cc

abec be a bilinear bracket on Γ(E)

for the basis ea ∈ Γ(E). Moreover let J := 1
n!Ja1...an(x)e

a1 ∧· · ·∧ean ∈ Γ(∧nE∗) be an E-n-form
with the basis ea ∈ Γ(E∗).
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By structures of coordinates, zi, q
a and ya, only nonvanishing terms in pr∗ e

adϕΘ̃ after the
projection pr are following four terms,{{

Θ̃, ϕLie

}
, ϕLie

}
,

{{
Θ̃, J

}
, ϕLie

}
,

{{
Θ̃, ϕLie

}
, J

}
,

{
. . .

{{
Θ̃, ϕLie

}
, ϕLie

}
, . . . , ϕLie

}︸ ︷︷ ︸
(n+1)brackets

.

At first,
{{

Θ̃, ϕLie

}
, ϕLie

}
= 0 is satisfied independently. This equation gives conditions for ρia

and Ca
bc that ρa = ρia∂i is an anchor map and Ca

bc is a structure function of the Lie algebroid
on E. Another condition

pr∗

(
1

2

{{
Θ̃, J

}
, ϕLie

}
+

1

2

{{
Θ̃, ϕLie

}
, J

}
+

1

(n+ 1)!
{. . . {{Θ, ϕLie}, ϕLie}, . . . , ϕLie}︸ ︷︷ ︸

(n+1) brackets

)
= 0 (7.9)

gives the compatible condition of J , equation (3.1). In fact, the first two terms in (7.9) is
equivalent to EdJ and the third term is ιn+1

ρ H by straightforward calculations.
From these analysis, we obtain the following result.

Proposition 7.4. (E, ρ, [−,−]) is a Lie algebroid and J is a compatible E-n-form with a pre-
(n + 1)-form H if and only if ϕ satisfies equation (7.6) pr∗ e

adϕΘ̃ = 0, i.e., M is a twisted
QP-manifold with ϕ in equations (7.7) and (7.8).
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