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Abstract

We introduce a mathematical framework for symmetry-resolved entanglement entropy
with a non-abelian symmetry group. To obtain a reduced density matrix that is block-
diagonal in the non-abelian charges, we define subsystems operationally in terms of sub-
algebras of invariant observables. We derive exact formulas for the average and the
variance of the typical entanglement entropy for the ensemble of random pure states with
fixed non-abelian charges. We focus on compact, semisimple Lie groups. We show that,
compared to the abelian case, new phenomena arise from the interplay of locality and
non-abelian symmetry, such as the asymmetry of the entanglement entropy under sub-
system exchange, which we show in detail by computing the Page curve of a many-body
system with SU(2) symmetry.
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1 Introduction

Symmetries play a fundamental role in isolated quantum systems as they result in conservation
laws and constraints for physical quantities, including the entanglement entropy. In this paper,
we study the interplay between locality, symmetries and entanglement. In particular, we show
that the Page curve for the typical entanglement entropy [1, 2] captures new phenomena proper
of systems with a non-abelian symmetry group [3].

For abelian symmetries, such as number conservation or charge conservation, the notion
of typical entanglement entropy [4–11] and its relation to symmetry-resolved entanglement
[12–14] is well studied. The main ingredients are immediate to define. For instance, consider
a system composed of two parts A and B, which carry a representation of an abelian group
with charge Q = QA + QB. A symmetry-resolved state is an eigenstate of the total charge,
Q|ψq⟩ = q |ψq⟩, and the Hilbert space at fixed total charge q decomposes as a direct sum of
tensor products

H(q) =
⊕

qA

(
H(qA)

A ⊗H(q−qA)
B

)
. (1)

The direct sum over subsystem charges qA is a consequence of the constraint q = qA + qB
imposed by charge conservation. To evaluate the entanglement entropy SA = −trA(ρA log ρA)
of the pure state |ψq⟩, we first compute the density matrix ρA of the restricted state, which
is defined by the partial trace over B as usual [15], ρA = trB|ψq⟩⟨ψq|. Note that, as[
|ψq⟩⟨ψq|, Q

]
= 0, we have that the reduced density matrix commutes with the charge in

A, i.e., [ρA, QA] = 0, and therefore it takes the block-diagonal form ρA = ⊕qA p
(qA)

ρ
(qA)
A with

each block of definite charge qA having probability p(qA). The generalization to a non-abelian
symmetry group is not immediate and requires new tools, which we introduce in this paper.

To illustrate the new aspects that arise in the presence of a non-abelian symmetry, consider,
for instance, a composite system that is invariant under the non-abelian symmetry group
SU(2), with generators J⃗ = J⃗A + J⃗B. How do we define a symmetry-resolved state? Clearly,
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it cannot be a simultaneous eigenstate of the components Jx, Jy, Jz as these observables do
not commute. The only simultaneous eigenstates have J⃗ 2 = 0. Even if we were to diagonalize
only a set of commuting observables such as J⃗ 2 and Jz, we still face the issue that the non-
abelian charges are not additive over subsystems as, for instance, J⃗ 2 ̸= J⃗ 2

A+J⃗
2
B. In the abelian

case, the proof that ρA is block diagonal uses the additivity of the charges Q = QA+QB. Is ρA
block diagonal in the non-abelian case? This question is related to how we define a subsystem.
Do we measure only the group-invariant degrees of freedom or also the rotational degrees of
freedom? We address these questions in detail, developing a mathematical framework for
symmetry-resolved entanglement that applies to a general non-abelian symmetry group G.
We introduce the notions of (i) symmetry-resolved states and observables, (ii) locality and
symmetry-resolved subsystems, and (iii) symmetry-resolved entanglement entropy and its
statistics over random symmetry-resolved states.

As a concrete example of the interplay of locality, non-abelian symmetry, and entangle-
ment, let us consider a system of N spin-1/2 particles with SU(2) invariant Hamiltonian. Our
mathematical analysis only requires the symmetry group G, and the Hamiltonian is used here
simply to provide a physical motivation. For instance, we can consider the random Heisenberg
Hamiltonian [16, 17]

H =
1√
N

N∑
n,m=1
n<m

cnm S⃗n · S⃗m + µ J⃗2 , with J⃗ =
N∑

n=1

S⃗n, (2)

where the coupling constants cnm are assumed to be normally distributed with zero average
and unit variance, S⃗n are the individual spin operators, and µ is a coupling constant. The
system is invariant under global SU(2) rotations generated by J⃗ ,

[H, J i] = 0 . (3)

This example allows us to illustrate the three notions that play a central role in this paper:

(i) Symmetry-resolved states and observables. Due to the presence of symmetry, the spec-
trum of the Hamiltonian splits into symmetry-resolved sectors corresponding to the eigen-
values of the conserved charge J⃗ 2. Mathematically, the Hilbert space HN of the system
decomposes as a direct sum over sectors of spins j,

HN =
⊕

j H
(j)
N =

⊕
j

(
H(j)

sym ⊗H
(j)
G

)
. (4)

As shown in Fig. 1, each sector H(j)
N of spin j consists of (2j+1)×dimH(j)

G orthogonal states,
where the (2j + 1)-multiplets describe the rotational degrees of freedom |j,m⟩ ∈ H(j)

sym of the

system. The internal degrees of freedom are rotational invariant states |j, χG⟩ ∈ H(j)
G . A

symmetry-resolved state |ψj⟩ is defined as a state of the factorized form,

|ψj⟩ = |j, ξ⟩ |j, χG⟩ with |j, ξ⟩ =∑m ξm|j,m⟩. (5)

States of this form have been considered also in [18–20]. We define symmetry-resolved observ-
ables OG, i.e., rotationally invariant observables that commute with the symmetry generators,
[OG, J

i] = 0. Note that the symmetry-resolved states defined by (5) are not generic states
in the sector of spin j, as they have no entanglement between the rotational state |j,m⟩ and
the internal state |j, χG⟩. This definition is justified by the notion of symmetry-resolved ob-
servables OG, which cannot entangle rotational and internal degrees of freedom. Moreover,
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Figure 1: Energy spectrum of the SU(2)-invariant random Heisenberg Hamiltonian (2) with N = 6.
On increasing the parameter µ, the spectrum splits in symmetry-resolved blocks H(j)

N of fixed spin j,
(4), with each block consisting of (2j + 1) × dimH(j)

G states as shown in the table. We show also the
transitions induced by the local observable Sx

1S
x
2 and by the G-invariant local observable S⃗1 · S⃗2.

if the state can only be prepared and measured with the observables OG, then the rotational
states |j,m⟩ serve only as an ancilla, and the states of interest are the ones described above.
In the following, we denote by AK the algebra of observables of the system and by AG ⊂ AK

the subalgebra of G-invariant observables. While AK is defined at the kinematical level, the
algebra AG knows about the symmetries of the dynamics.

To illustrate these definitions, let us suppose a large energy gap exists between the different
sectors of spin j because the parameter µ in the Hamiltonian is large. Then, the observables
OG can induce only low-energy transitions because they have vanishing matrix elements be-
tween different sectors in the energy spectrum. Furthermore, they satisfy the selection rule
∆m = 0 because they are rotationally invariant. States prepared and measured with these
accessible observables OG take the form (5).

(ii) Locality and symmetry-resolved subsystems. A spin system like the one described
by the Hamiltonian (2) has a built-in notion of locality associated with the single spins S⃗n
that compose the system. These local subsystems come with a notion of tensor product
decomposition H = HA⊗HB for spins in the subsystems A and B. The observables OA that
act only on the subsystem A form the subalgebra AKA ⊂ AK of K-local observables in A:
They are kinematically local, but they do not preserve the symmetries of the dynamics. To
define symmetry-resolved subsystems that are local in A, we consider observables OGA that
are both G-invariant and act only on the degrees of freedom in A. They form the subalgebra
of G-local observables in A, given by the intersection:

AGA = AKA ∩ AG . (6)

As an example, the observable Sx
1 S

x
2 ∈ AKA and the observable S⃗1 · S⃗2 ∈ AGA act locally

4



Figure 2: Matrix elements of the K-local observable Sx
1S

x
2 (1a)– (2a), of its SU(2)-projected version∑

j PjS
x
1S

x
2Pj (1b)– (2b), and of the G-local observable S⃗1 · S⃗2 (1c)– (2c). Block-diagonal matrix ele-

ments in the spin-lattice basis (1a) highlight the local or non-local nature of the observable, while the
off-diagonal matrix elements in the energy basis (2a) determine the possible transitions between energy
levels. While the SU(2)-projected observable allows only SU(2)-invariant transitions (∈ AG) (2b), it
is not a local observable (/∈ AKA) (1b). Hence, the SU(2)-projected observable is not G-local, (6).
On the other hand, the observable S⃗1 · S⃗2 ∈ AGA is both local (1c) and induces only SU(2)-invariant
transitions (2c).

on the first two spins only, but the first induces transitions between multiplets in the energy
spectrum while the second does not as it is G-invariant.

A subsystem can be defined operationally in terms of a subalgebra of observables we can
access. Here, we are interested in G-local observables in A. The restriction of a symmetry-
resolved state |ψj⟩ to the subalgebra AGA is given by the density matrix ρGA. As G-local
observables in A commute with the generator of rotations in A, we have that [ρGA, J

i
A] = 0

and therefore the reduced density matrix takes the block-diagonal form

ρGA =
⊕
jA

p
(jA)

ρ
(jA)
GA . (7)

Note that the choice of a G-local subalgebra is crucial here as it is associated with a decom-
position of the Hilbert space H(j)

N as a direct sum over jA,

H(j)
N = H(j)

sym ⊗
⊕
jA

(
H(jA)

GA ⊗H
(j, jA)
GB

)
. (8)

Note also that this structure differs from the one found in the abelian case: the Hilbert
space of rotational degrees of freedom H(j)

sym is non-trivial in the non-abelian case, and the

complement H(j, jA)
GB is not labeled by a difference of the charges j and jA as in H(q−qA)

B
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in Eq. (1). Furthermore, if instead we had considered the usual reduced density matrix
ρKA = trB|ψj⟩⟨ψj |, a different structure would arise. The kinematical density matrix ρKA is
defined as a trace over the kinematical degrees of freedom in B and represents the restriction of
the state to the subalgebra of K-local observables AKA. We note that in the non-abelian case
the K-local reduced density matrix ρKA is not of a block-diagonal form, as J⃗ 2 ̸= J⃗ 2

A + J⃗ 2
B

and K-local observables induce transitions between sectors with different spins jA in the
subsystem A. In Fig. 2, we also show that considering instead a microcanonical truncation of
local observables [21] by introducing projectors P (j), we can forbid transitions between sectors
at the expense of locality. The operational definition of a subsystem in terms of the subalgebra
of G-local observables guarantees that the subsystem is both local and G-invariant.

(iii) Symmetry-resolved entanglement entropy and typicality. If we have access only to
symmetry-resolved observables in the subsystem A, i.e., to the subalgebra AGA, then the ac-
cessible entanglement entropy is defined by the restriction of the state to this subalgebra. For
a symmetry-resolved state |ψj⟩, the accessible entropy is the symmetry-resolved entanglement
entropy SGA defined as the von Neumann entropy of the density matrix ρGA, which in turn
can be expressed as the sum of two terms:

SGA(|ψj⟩) = −tr(ρGA log ρGA) = −
∑
jA

p
(jA)

tr
(
ρ
(jA)
GA log ρ

(jA)
GA

)
−
∑
jA

p(jA) log p(jA) . (9)

The first term is the von Neumann entropy of the density matrix ρ
(jA)
GA in each sector jA,

averaged with the probability p(jA) of being in the sector, while the second term is the Shannon
entropy of the probability p(jA). Now, given a random state |ψj⟩ that is symmetry resolved,
we can ask what is the probability of finding entanglement entropy SGA. It turns out that
the exact formulas for the average ⟨SGA⟩ and the variance (∆SGA)

2 derived for a general
subalgebra of observables in [2] apply here unmodified, once one uses the dimensions of the
Hilbert spaces appearing in the decomposition (8). For a system composed of N ≫ 1 spins,
there is a typical value ⟨SGA⟩ of the entropy that characterizes completely the Page curve of
subsystems [1, 2] as the variance of the probability distribution P (SGA) is exponentially small
in N .

It is important to note that the G-invariant notion of entanglement entropy SGA intro-
duced here is distinct from the usual notion of kinematical entanglement entropy SKA =
−tr(ρKA log ρKA) which probes also the rotational degrees of freedom |j,m⟩ that are not G-
invariant. In Fig. 3, we illustrate the difference with an example. We consider the case of
N = 6 spin-1/2 particles in a random state with j = 1 and m = +1, and a subsystem con-
sisting of NA = 3 spins. For the same sample of random states, we report the histograms for
the probability distributions P (SGA) and P (SKA), which are shown to be distinct, Fig. 3(a).
The statistical average µGA and variance σ2GA match numerically the exact formulas ⟨SGA⟩
and (∆SGA)

2 that we derive in this paper for the G-local entanglement entropy. The K-local
entanglement entropy with SU(2) symmetry is studied in [20] where asymptotic formulas at
large N are derived for ⟨SKA⟩ and (∆SKA)

2 using a combination of analytical and numerical
methods. To date, there is no analytical result for the average K-local entanglement entropy
⟨SKA⟩ at finite N . We note that, because of the contribution of the rotational degrees of
freedom |j,m⟩, we have that typically, the kinematical entanglement entropy SKA is larger
than the symmetry-resolved entanglement entropy SGA of a random state. However, the
relation between the two is non-trivial as shown in Fig. 3(b) where we consider a specific
(non-random) family of states for which SGA is instead larger than SKA. We consider the
two orthogonal states |ψ1⟩ and |ψ2⟩ with j = 1, m = +1 obtained from the coupling of the
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Figure 3: For a system of N = 6 spins with total spin j = 1, magnetization m = +1 and subsystem
size NA = 3, we show: (a) the probability distribution of the G-local (purple) and the K-local (yellow)
entanglement entropies SGA and SKA of a sample of random symmetry-resolved states, including a
comparison of the numerical values (µGA, σGA) and the exact values (⟨SGA⟩,∆SGA) of the average
and variance of P (SGA); (b) the entanglement entropy of a superposition of the two states (10), which
highlights the non-trivial relation between SGA and SKA; at p = 0: SGA = SKA = 0, at p = 1

2 :
SGA > SKA, and at p = 1: SKA > SGA = 0.

angular momentum of six spin-1/2 particles as described by the diagrams below [22]:

|ψ1⟩ =

<latexit sha1_base64="Y8U6dLlt1rTFxqKWL4VGLKnoOC8="></latexit>

+1

m2m1 m3 m4 m5 m6

0 1/2 1/2 0
1

, |ψ2⟩ =

<latexit sha1_base64="6bFBm1kdZ4D9fEY4ppu5ury50SM="></latexit>

+1

m2m1 m3 m4 m5 m6

1 3/2 1/2 0
1

. (10)

These two states are simultaneous eigenstates of the observables (S⃗1+S⃗2)2 and (S⃗1+S⃗2+S⃗3)
2.

As a result, when restricted to G-invariant observables of the first three spins, they have
vanishing G-local entropy SGA(|ψ1⟩) = 0 and SGA(|ψ2⟩) = 0. On the other hand, because
of the entanglement in the rotational degrees of freedom, we have that the K-local entropies
are SKA(|ψ1⟩) = 0 and non-vanishing SKA(|ψ2⟩) ̸= 0. Moreover, in the superposition (|ψ1⟩+
|ψ2⟩)/

√
2 we have that SGA is larger than SKA, which shows that the relation between the

two is non-trivial.

The three ingredients (i)–(ii)–(iii) outlined above are related to a substantial body of lit-
erature. The notion of Page curve for random states without constraints was first introduced
in [1] motivated by the information puzzle in black hole evaporation [23–25]. In the case of
abelian constraints such as number conservation [2], the notions of K-local and G-local sub-
systems coincide, and the Page curve with abelian constraints is studied in [4–11]. In the case
of non-abelian symmetry SU(2), the Page curve of K-local subsystems is studied in [20, 26].
The operational notion of entanglement entropy associated with a subalgebra of observables is
discussed in [27–30]. In particular, the geometric entanglement entropy in quantum field the-
ory [31–33] is best understood in terms of local subalgebras of observables [34–37]. The notion
of G-local subalgebras of observables invariant under a group of non-abelian transformations
appears in lattice gauge theory [38–40] and in loop quantum gravity [41–43]. The accessible
entanglement entropy in the presence of symmetries and superselections rules is discussed in
[44–49]. The notion of symmetry-resolved entanglement was introduced in [12–14] and stud-
ied for abelian symmetry in [50–66] and [67–78], (see [79] for a review). To date, the study
of symmetry-resolved entanglement entropy for non-abelian groups has remained restricted
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to vacuum states that are assumed to be invariant under the action of the group, such as the
j = 0 sector in the decomposition (8) for the group SU(2) [13, 80]. On the other hand, the
case of excited states with symmetry group SU(2) has been studied recently in [18–20] where
non-commuting conserved charges are shown to lead to new phenomena [26, 81–83] in the
context of eigenstate thermalization [84–86] and quantum many-body scars [87, 88].

The paper is organized as follows: In Sec. 2 we describe how to define a subsystem
operationally in terms of a subalgebra of observables, and we determine the main expression
for the typical entanglement entropy in complete generality. Then, in Sec. 3, we introduce a
non-abelian symmetry group, and we derive the decomposition (7)–(8) for general group G,
without any requirement of locality. In Sec. 4, we discuss locality and introduce the notion of
G-local observables in many-body systems using the definition (6). The application to many-
body spin systems with SU(2) symmetry is discussed in Sec. 5, where we derive the exact
formulas used in Fig. 3 (see also App. A). In Sec. 6, we derive the large system asymptotics
of the SU(2) symmetry-resolved typical entropy (see also App. B). To conclude, in Sec. 7, we
summarize our results and illustrate applications.

2 Subsystems from subalgebras and typical entropy

We consider an isolated quantum system with Hilbert space H of finite dimension D =
dimH < ∞. Pure states of the system, |ψ⟩ ∈ H, can be understood as vectors in CD and
observables O as D ×D hermitian matrices. The algebra of observables of the system,

A = L(H) ≃MD(C) , (11)

is the set L(H) of linear operators on H or equivalently the algebra MD(C) of matrices on
CD.

In general, a Von Neumann algebra on CD is an algebra of matrices that is closed under
(i) hermitian conjugation, (ii) addition, (iii) multiplication, and (iv) contains all C multiples
of the identity operator. In particular, the algebra A of observables of the system is a Von
Neumann algebra [28, 89].1 Here we are interested in Von Neumann subalgebras of A. We
say that a subalgebra is generated by the set of hermitian matrices Ki (with i = 1, . . . , n) if
it can be obtained by their closure under (i)–(iv), which we denote by

C[Ki] ≡
{
M ∈MD(C) |M = a1+

∑
i

biKi +
∑
ij

cijKiKj + . . .
}
, (12)

with coefficients a, bi, cij . . . in C. The notion of commutant will play a central role. The
commutant of a set of matrices is defined as

{K1, . . . ,Kn}′ ≡ {M ∈MD(C) |MKi −KiM = 0 , i = 1, . . . , n} . (13)
1While observables of the system are represented by hermitian matrices, linear combinations are assumed

to be over C and therefore the Von Neumann algebra of observables contains also anti-hermitian matrices and,
more importantly, unitary transformations. We note also that here we have assumed that the Hilbert space
of the system is finite-dimensional, and therefore in the definition of a Von Neumann algebra reduces to the
one of a matrix algebra [89], with no additional requirement about topological closure. For a discussion of
the infinite-dimensional case and the classification of Von Neumann algebras of observables in quantum field
theory, we refer to [34, 35, 90].
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There is a useful result that relates the intersection of commutants to the union of the sets
of generators:

C[Ki]
′ ∩ C[Hj ]

′ = C[Ki, Hj ]
′ . (14)

Note that the commutant of a Von Neumann algebra AS ⊂ A is also a Von Neumann algebra
(AS)

′ ⊂ A, and the double commutant coincides with the algebra itself, (AS)
′′ = AS .

2.1 Hilbert space decomposition adapted to a subalgebra of observables

Given our physical system, we define a subsystem S operationally, in terms of a set of ob-
servables {O1, O2, . . .} that we have access to or that we can probe with measuring devices
available to us. These observables generate a Von Neumann algebra AS on H,

AS = C
[
O1, O2, . . .

]
, (15)

that is a subalgebra of the algebra of observables A of the system, AS ⊆ A. The two notions
of commutant and center allow us to decompose the Hilbert space H in sectors adapted to
the subalgebra of observables AS .2

We start with the notion of commutant. We denote by S the complement of the subsystem
S and define it in terms of the subalgebra of observables that commute with AS , i.e., the
commutant of AS in A,

AS = (AS)
′ ≡ {M ∈ A | [M,N ] = 0 , ∀N ∈ AS} . (16)

Next, we consider the center ZS of the subalgebra. Note that in general there are observables
R1, R2, . . . that can be measured both from S and from S, i.e. the subalgebra AS can have a
non-trivial center ZS ,

ZS = AS ∩ AS = C[R1, R2, . . . ] . (17)

These structures allow us to decompose the Hilbert space H as a direct sum of tensor prod-
ucts. The construction can be understood concretely in terms of an orthonormal basis of
H adapted to the subsystem S. We first consider the observables R1, R2, . . . in the center
ZS . By definition, the center ZS is an abelian algebra and, therefore, we can diagonalize
these observables simultaneously. We denote by r the eigenvalues of the observables in the
center ZS . Then, we can select a maximal commuting set of observables in AS with simulta-
neous eigenvalues α, and a maximal commuting set of observables in AS with simultaneous
eigenvalues β. As a result, we obtain an orthonormal basis of H,

|r, α, β⟩ = |r, α⟩|r, β⟩ , (18)

that is adapted to the subalgebra AS . This basis gives a concrete meaning to the direct sum
decomposition

H =
⊕
r

(
H(r)

S ⊗H
(r)

S

)
, (19)

where |r, α⟩ is an orthonormal basis of H(r)
S , and |r, β⟩ an orthonormal basis of H(r)

S . Note
that when the center is trivial, i.e., ZS = {1}, this decomposition reduces to the familiar
tensor product structure H = HA ⊗HB of a composite system.

2We refer to Ch. 11.8 in [28] for a pedagogical introduction, to [38–40] for applications to lattice systems
and to [91, 92] for applications to Hilbert space fragmentation.
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We call dr and br the dimensions of the sectors appearing in the direct-sum decomposition
associated with a subalgebra AS ,

dr = dimH(r)
S , br = dimH(r)

S , D = dimH =
∑

r drbr . (20)

These dimensions play a central role in the expression of the typical entropy of a subsystem.

2.2 Pure states restricted to a subalgebra and entanglement entropy

Using the decomposition (19), observables of the subsystem S take the direct-sum form

O ∈ AS ⊆ A =⇒ O =
⊕
r

(
O

(r)
S ⊗ 1

(r)
S
)
. (21)

It is useful to introduce a notion of Hilbert space HS of the subsystem, defined as the direct
sum of the subsystem sectors:

HS ≡
⊕
r

H(r)
S . (22)

The restriction of an operator O ∈ AS to the Hilbert space of the subsystem is given by

O ∈ AS ⊆ A =⇒ OS ≡
⊕
r

O
(r)
S ∈ L(HS) . (23)

We can write this map from O to OS concretely as

Tr( · ΠS) : L(H) −→ L(HS) (24)

O 7−→ OS = Tr(OΠS)

where Tr is the trace over H and TrS is the trace over HS .3 In the adapted basis |r, α, β⟩ ∈ H
and |r, α⟩ ∈ HS , the map ΠS takes the form

ΠS =
∑
r

∑
αα′

(∑
β

|r, α, β⟩⟨r, α′, β|
)
⊗ |r, α′⟩⟨r, α| . (25)

With these definitions, we can now write the restriction of a pure state |ψ⟩ ∈ H to the
subsystem S as a density matrix ρS ,

ρ = |ψ⟩⟨ψ| =⇒ ρS = Tr(ρΠS) , (26)

so that the expectation value of an observable on the subsystem S is given by

O ∈ AS ⊆ A =⇒ ⟨ψ|O|ψ⟩ = TrS
(
OS ρS

)
. (27)

We note that the map ρ 7→ ρS is completely positive and trace preserving (CPTP) [15], as
can be seen by writing it in the operator sum form Tr(ρΠS) =

∑
rβ Y

†
rβ ρ Yrβ with Kraus

operators Yrβ =
∑

α |r, α, β⟩⟨r, α|.
3Traces over the Hilbert spaces H, HS and H(r)

S are defined as

Tr( · ) =
∑
rαβ

⟨r, α, β| · |r, α, β⟩ , TrS( · ) =
∑
r

∑
α

⟨r, α| · |r, α⟩ , Tr
(r)
S ( · ) =

∑
α

⟨r, α| · |r, α⟩ .

Similarly, one can define traces for H(r)

S and for HS =
⊕

r H
(r)

S in term of the basis |r, β⟩.

10



We are now ready to define the entanglement entropy S of the pure state |ψ⟩ ∈ H restricted
to a subalgebra of observables AS ⊆ A = L(H): the entropy of the triple

(
|ψ⟩,A,AS

)
equals

the von Neumann entropy SvN(ρS) of the restricted state, i.e.,

S
(
|ψ⟩,A,AS

)
= −TrS(ρS log ρS) with ρS = ⟨ψ|ΠS |ψ⟩ . (28)

It is useful to express the entanglement entropy in the basis (18) adapted to a subalgebra AS .
We introduce first the projector P (r) =

∑
αβ |r, α, β⟩⟨r, α, β| to the sector r of the Hilbert

space decomposition. Using this projector, we can define the probability pr that the pure
state is found to be in the sector r, together with the (normalized) projected state |ψ(r)⟩:

pr = ⟨ψ|P (r)|ψ⟩ =
∑
αβ

∣∣⟨r, α, β|ψ⟩∣∣2 , (29)

|ψ(r)⟩ = P (r)|ψ⟩√
⟨ψ|P (r)|ψ⟩

=
∑
αβ

ψ
(r)
αβ |r, α⟩|r, β⟩ . (30)

Any pure state |ψ⟩ ∈ H can then be expressed in the basis adapted to the subalgebra of
observables AS as

|ψ⟩ =
∑
r

√
pr
∑
αβ

ψ
(r)
αβ |r, α⟩|r, β⟩ . (31)

The definition (26) of reduced density matrix takes then the direct sum form

ρS =
⊕
r

pr ρ
(r)
S , (32)

with ρ(r)S simply defined as the partial trace over H(r)

S , i.e.,

ρ
(r)
S = Tr

(r)

S̄

(
|ψ(r)⟩⟨ψ(r)|

)
=
∑
αα′

(∑
β

ψ
(r)
α′β ψ

(r)∗
αβ

)
|r, α′⟩⟨r, α| . (33)

Using the decomposition (32) and expanding TrS(ρS log ρS) =
∑

r Tr
(r)
S
(
pr ρ

(r)
S log(pr ρ

(r)
S )
)
,

we can write the entanglement entropy as the sum of two terms,

S
(
|ψ⟩,A,AS

)
= −

∑
r

pr tr
(
ρ
(r)
S log ρ

(r)
S
)
−
∑
r

pr log pr , (34)

where the first term is the average over sectors of the entanglement entropy in each sector,
and the second piece is the Shannon entropy of the distribution over sectors.

We summarize some useful properties of the entanglement entropy of a subsystem defined
in terms of a subalgebra:

Minimum — The entanglement entropy is non-negative and vanishes if and only if the
restriction of the state to the subalgebra is pure. For this to happen, the state has to belong
to a definite sector r and have a product form, i.e.,

S
(
|ψ⟩,A,AS

)
= 0 =⇒ ∃ r : |ψ⟩ = |r, ξ⟩S |r, χ⟩S , (35)

with |r, ξ⟩S =
∑

α ξα|r, α⟩ and |r, χ⟩S =
∑

β χβ|r, β⟩. As a special case, if we don’t re-
strict the state to any subalgebra, then the entanglement entropy of a pure state vanishes,
S
(
|ψ⟩,A,A

)
= 0.

11



Maximum — We can determine the maximum entanglement entropy by varying the
Lagrangian L = −∑r pr

∑
i(λri log λri) −

∑
r pr log pr + µ0 (1−

∑
r pr)+

∑
r µr (1−

∑
i λri),

with probabilities pr and λri, and Lagrange multipliers µ0 and µr. At the stationary point,
we obtain the maximum entropy

Smax = log
(∑

r min(dr, br)
)
. (36)

The maximally-entangled state can be written as

|I⟩ =
∑
r

√
min(dr, br)∑
r′ min(dr′ , br′)

min(dr,br)∑
i=1

1√
min(dr, br)

|r, i⟩S |r, i⟩S . (37)

Commutant Symmetry — Note that the entanglement entropy of a subsystem is sym-
metric under the exchange of the subsystem with its commutant, i.e.,

S
(
|ψ⟩,A,AS

)
= S

(
|ψ⟩,A,AS

)
. (38)

This notion of commutant symmetry generalizes the familiar subsystem symmetry SA = SB
of the entanglement entropy of pure states in a tensor product HA ⊗HB.

2.3 Typical entanglement entropy: average and variance

Consider the ensemble of random pure states |ψ⟩ ∈ H. Given a function of the state, f(|ψ⟩),
we can define the average over the ensemble as〈

f
〉
H =

∫
H
dµ(ψ) f(|ψ⟩) =

∫
dU f(U |ψ0⟩) , (39)

where dµ(ψ) is the uniform measure over the unit sphere in CD or, equivalently, dU is the
Haar measure over the unitary group U(D) that allows us to write a random state |ψ⟩ = U |ψ0⟩
in terms of a reference state |ψ0⟩ and a random unitary U . The function f can be a linear
function of |ψ⟩⟨ψ|, such as the expectation value of a subsystem observable in AS , or a
non-linear function as the entanglement entropy S(|ψ⟩,A,AS) of the state restricted to a
subalgebra of observables. We note that the result of this average can be expressed purely
in terms of the dimensions (20) of the sectors of the Hilbert space decomposition (19). For
instance, the average density matrix of a pure state and of its restriction to a subsystem S is

ρ = |ψ⟩⟨ψ| =⇒
〈
ρ
〉
H =

1

D
1 ,

〈
ρS
〉
H = TrS

(〈
ρ
〉
HΠS

)
=
⊕
r

drbr
D

1

dr
1
(r)
S , (40)

which results in the von Neumann entropy of the average state

SvN(⟨ρS⟩H) = −TrS(⟨ρS⟩H log⟨ρS⟩H) =
∑

r
dr br
D log

(
D
br

)
. (41)

While in general, the average
〈
f
〉
H alone does not characterize the typical value of a function

f(|ψ⟩) for a random state, computing its moments
〈
fn
〉
H allows us to characterize the prob-

ability distribution. We are interested in the probability P (S) dS that a random pure state
|ψ⟩ has entropy S when restricted to the subalgebra AS . When the dispersion around the
average is small, ∆S ≪ ⟨S⟩, we can simply use the average entropy ⟨S⟩ to characterize the
entropy. In this case, we say that the typical entanglement entropy of a random pure state is
⟨S⟩.

12



In [2], the exact formulas for the average entanglement entropy ⟨S⟩ and its variance (∆S)2

for a pure random state restricted to a subalgebra of observables corresponding to the Hilbert
space decomposition (19) were found to be:

⟨S⟩ ≡
〈
S
(
|ψ⟩,A,AS

)〉
H =

∑
r

ϱr φr, (42)

(∆S)2 ≡ ⟨S2⟩ − ⟨S⟩2 =
1

D + 1

(∑
r

ϱr
(
φ2
r + χr

)
−
(∑

r

ϱr φr

)2)
, (43)

with the quantities ϱr, φr, χr expressed in terms of the dimensions dr, br, D (20) given by

ϱr =
dr br
D

, (44)

φr =


Ψ(D + 1)−Ψ(br + 1)− dr − 1

2 br
dr ≤ br ,

br ←→ dr dr > br ,

(45)

χr =

(dr + br)Ψ
′(br + 1)− (D + 1)Ψ′(D + 1)− (dr − 1)(dr + 2br − 1)

4 b2r
, dr ≤ br,

br ←→ dr dr > br ,

(46)

where Γ(x) is the gamma function, Ψ(x) = Γ′(x)/Γ(x) is the digamma function and Ψ′(x)
its derivative. This formula in terms of the dimensions (20) generalizes a seminal result of
Page [1] that applies to the special case of an a priori factorization of the Hilbert space into
subsystems.

It is useful to determine bounds on the average entropy and its variance that do not rely on
any special choice of system and subsystem or on any asymptotic limit. We use the following
inequalities for the digamma function and its derivative:

log(x) + 1
2x+1 < Ψ(x+ 1) < log(x) + 1

2x , (47)

1
x − 1

2x2+1
< Ψ′(x+ 1) < 1

x − 1
2x2 . (48)

We start with the average ⟨S⟩. For any choice of non-trivial subsystem and for all r we
have br < D =

∑
r′ dr′br′ . Using (47) we can then put a tight bound on φr:

logmin
(
D
br
, Ddr
)
− 1

2 min
(
dr
br
, brdr
)
≤ φr ≤ logmin

(
D
br
, Ddr
)
. (49)

It follows that the average entropy is bounded from above and from below by∑
r

drbr
D

(
logmin

(
D
br
, Ddr
)
− 1

2 min
(
dr
br
, brdr
))
≤ ⟨S⟩ ≤

∑
r

drbr
D logmin

(
D
br
, Ddr
)
. (50)

We note that, as min
(
dr
br
, brdr
)
≤ 1, we have also the exact inequality∣∣∣ ⟨S⟩ −∑r

drbr
D logmin

(
D
br
, Ddr
) ∣∣∣ ≤ 1

2 , (51)

which is useful for extracting the asymptotics of the average entropy in the limit of large
dimensionD, up to terms of order one. We note also that, because of the min, the upper bound
is tighter than the entropy of the average (41), consistently with the inequality ⟨SvN(ρS)⟩ ≤
SvN(⟨ρS⟩). Clearly, the average entropy is also smaller than the maximum entropy (36).4

4In fact
∑

r
drbr
D

logmin
(

D
br
, D
dr

)
≤ log

(∑
r min(dr, br)

)
because log is concave and ⟨log ·⟩ ≤ log⟨·⟩.
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We consider then the variance (∆S)2. Here we use two (rather loose, but useful) inequal-
ities for the functions φr and χr,

0 ≤ φr ≤ logD , 0 ≤ χr ≤ 2 . (52)

It is immediate then to show that the variance of the entanglement entropy is bounded from
above by a decreasing function of the dimension D,

(∆S)2 ≤ (logD)2 + 2

D
. (53)

This bound shows that, independently of the details of the system and of the subsystem,
the variance of the entropy vanishes in the large dimension of the Hilbert space limit, i.e.,
∆S → 0 as D → ∞. Therefore, if the average ⟨S⟩ is finite and non-vanishing in this limit,
then its value represents the typical entanglement entropy of a random pure state restricted
to the subsystem.

3 Non-abelian symmetry-resolved states and entropy

We consider a physical system with a symmetry group G that leaves the Hamiltonian of the
system invariant. Then the Hilbert space H of the system carries a (reducible) representation
U of the group that is unitary, and G-invariant observables O of the system—including the
Hamiltonian—satisfy

g ∈ G =⇒ U(g)OU(g)−1 = O . (54)

Symmetry-resolved states of the system are defined as pure states |ψ⟩ ∈ H that remain pure
when restricted to the subalgebra of G-invariant observables. In this section, we discuss
the definition of symmetry-resolved states and the computation of their typical entropy for
symmetry-resolved subsystems. Compared to the abelian case, we show that new features
arise for non-abelian symmetry groups. For concreteness, we focus on semisimple Lie groups
such as G = SU(2), i.e., continuous groups that do not have any abelian invariant subgroup
[3, 93, 94]. We then proceed to comment on the general case.

3.1 Symmetry-resolved decomposition of the Hilbert space

A compact Lie group G is defined by the Lie algebra of its generators T a with real structure
constants fabc,

[T a, T b] = i fabc T
c . (55)

We say that the finite-dimensional Hilbert space H carries a unitary representation of the
group G if the generators T a are realized as D × D Hermitian matrices that satisfy the
commutation relations (55), with D = dimH. A group element with real parameters αa acts
on the Hilbert space as the unitary transformation U given by

U = e iαaTa
. (56)

This representation of the group is, in general, reducible. It is useful to introduce the Cartan-
Killing metric ηab = tr(τaτ b) where τa are the generators in the adjoint representation,
[τa]bc = −i fabc. Here we restrict attention to the case of real compact semisimple Lie groups,
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for which the metric ηab is positive definite5. We use this metric and its inverse ηab, with
ηac ηcb = δab, to raise and lower indices.

The symmetry generators T a generate a subalgebra Asym of the algebra of observables
A = L(H) of the system,

Asym = C[T a] . (57)

The commutant of this subalgebra defines the algebra of G-invariant observables,

AG ≡ (Asym)
′ = {M ∈ A | [M,T a] = 0} . (58)

Observables in AG commute with the generators T a and therefore satisfy the G-invariance
condition (54).

The rank of a semisimple Lie group G is the dimension rank(G) of any one of the Cartan
subalgebras of its Lie algebra. The number of linearly independent Casimir operators Qk

is exactly given by rank(G) [95, 96]. The Casimir operators are obtained by listing all the
completely-symmetric G-invariant tensors ηa1···ap of order p, and then contracting them with
the generators:

Qk = ηa1···ap(k) T
a1 · · ·T ap(k) , k = 1, . . . , rank(G) . (59)

These operators generalize the familiar quadratic Casimir operator Q1 = ηab T
aT b defined in

terms of the Cartan-Killing metric. They belong to the G-invariant subalgebra AG as they
are invariants, and they belong to the algebra Asym as they are expressed in terms of the
generators. Therefore, they belong to the center Zsym of the algebra. In fact, for semisimple
Lie groups (that is, Lie groups that have no abelian subgroup), a much stronger result holds
[95, 96]: these R linearly independent Casimir operators generate the center,

Zsym = Asym ∩ AG = C[Qk] , (60)

and characterize completely the irreducible representations of the group.
Using the results of Sec. 2.1, and denoting collectively q the eigenvalues of the Casimir

operators, we obtain a symmetry-resolved decomposition of the Hilbert space:

H =
⊕
q

(
H(q)

sym ⊗H
(q)
G

)
, (61)

where H(q)
sym carries the irreducible representation (q) of the symmetry generarators, and H(q)

G

is the space of G-invariant degrees of freedom of the system defined as

H(q)
G = InvG(H(q̄)

sym ⊗H) , (62)

where InvG denotes the G-invariant subspace in the tensor product and (q̄) is the conjugate
representation [93, 94].

The symmetry-resolved decomposition (61) is a decomposition of the Hilbert space H
into a direct sum of irreducible representations labeled by the quantum numbers q that label
the eigenvalues of the Casimir operators. Furthermore, each irreducible representation is a

5Note that in this case, by rescaling the generators, the metric ηab can be brought to the Euclidean form
δab. Here, we use the standard tensorial notation, where we keep track of upper and lower indices, and
repeated indices are contracted. As usual, the symbols (··· ) and [··· ] stand for complete symmetrization or
anti-symmetrization of the tensor.
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tensor product of the sym factor H(q)
sym that transforms under an irreducible representation

of the group, and the G-invariant Hilbert space H(q)
G of internal degrees of freedom defined

by (62). A generic state |ψ⟩ in H can be expanded on the orthonormal basis adapted to this
decomposition:

|ψ⟩ =
∑
q

√
pq
∑
m

∑
i

ψ
(q)
mi |q,m⟩sym |q, i⟩G , (63)

where m in the basis |q,m⟩sym denotes collectively the eigenvalues of the Cartan generators
of the group G, and i in the basis |q, i⟩G labels the internal G-invariant degrees of freedom of
the system.

We give three examples of the symmetry-resolved Hilbert space for semisimple Lie groups:

G = SU(2) — This is the simplest non-trivial case illustrated in Sec. 1. The generators
are the spin operators J⃗ = (J i) with i = 1, 2, 3, the structure constants are ϵijk, the Cartan-
Killing metric δij . The rank of the group is one, and therefore, the decomposition is in
terms of a single Casimir operator, the quadratic Casimir Q = δik J

iJk = J⃗ 2. As usual, the
eigenvalues of the Casimir operator are written as j(j + 1) with j = 0, 12 , 1, . . . half-integer,
and the eigenvalues of the Cartan subalgebra operator Jz are m = −j, . . . ,+j. The Hilbert
space decomposes as H =

⊕
j

(
H(j)

sym⊗H
(j)
G

)
, with H(j)

sym of dimension dimH(j)
sym = 2j+1 and

orthonormal basis |j,m⟩sym. In Sec. 5 we discuss a concrete example of symmetry-resolved
spin system where the G-invariant Hilbert space of internal degrees of freedom H(j)

G is the
space of SU(2) intertwiners of a spin system, which can also be interpreted geometrically as
quantum polyhedra [97, 98].

G = SU(3) — Starting from the 3 × 3 Gell-Mann matrices λa (with a = 1, . . . , 8) and
using the textbook normalization λa/2 of the generators in the fundamental representation
[93, 94], we can express the Cartan-Killing metric as ηab = 1

4tr(λ
aλb) = 1

2δ
ab, the structure

constants as fabc = − i
4 tr(λ

[aλbλc ]) (which is completely antisymmetric when all indices are
raised), and the completely symmetric tensor dabc = 1

2tr(λ
(aλbλc )). The rank of the group

is 2, and therefore, there are two linearly independent Casimir operators Q1 and Q2. The
quadratic Casimir operator Q1 = 1

2ηabT
aT b has eigenvalues 1

3(q
2 + p2 + qp + 3q + 3p). The

cubic Casimir operator Q2 =
1
8dabc T

aT bT c has eigenvalues 1
18(q − p)(q + 2p+ 3)(p+ 2q + 3)

sometimes called the anomaly coefficient. The quantum numbers q, p = 0, 1, 2, . . . label the
irreducible representations and the decomposition as a direct sum over the center is H =⊕

q,p

(
H(q,p)

sym ⊗H
(q,p)
G

)
. The dimension of the sym factor is dimH(q,p)

sym = 1
2(q+1)(p+1)(q+p+2).

G = SO(4) — The algebra of the group is the same as the algebra of SU(2)L × SU(2)R
with generators given by the spin operators J⃗L and J⃗R [3]. The group has rank 2, and
the two linearly independent Casimir operators can be taken as QL = J⃗ 2

L and QR = J⃗ 2
R.

The half-integer quantum numbers jL and jR label the irreducible representations, and the
symmetry-resolved decomposition of the Hilbert space is H =

⊕
jL,jR

(
H(jL,jR)

sym ⊗ H(jL,jR)
G

)
.

The dimension of the sym factor is dimH(jL,jR)
sym = (2jL + 1)(2jR + 1).

In general, for the classical compact matrix groups An = SU(n + 1), Bn = SO(2n + 1)
and Cn = Sp(2n) of rank n, the list of the n linearly independent Casimir operators is
given by Qk = ηa1...akT

a1 · · ·T ak with the invariant tensor ηa1...ak = tr(τ (a1 · · · τak)) defined
using where τa in the fundamental representation [96]. If one took τa in the adjoint rep-
resentation instead, one could not distinguish the representation (q, p) from its conjugate
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(p, q) in SU(3), for instance. In the case Dn = SO(2n), one can construct the invariant
tensors from the spinor representation or, equivalently, one can take the (n − 1) Casimir
operators of even order, Q2k with k = 1, . . . , n − 1, together with the order-n Casimir in-
variant Q̃ = ϵµ1ν1...µnνnJ

µ1ν1 · · · Jµnνn , where Jµν are the generators. The Casimir operator
Q̃ allows us to distinguish the two mirror representations of SO(2n). In the case of SO(4),
this construction reduces to the two quadratic invariants Q = JµνJ

µν = 4 (J⃗ 2
L + J⃗ 2

R) and
Q̃ = ϵµνρσJ

µνJρσ = 8 (J⃗ 2
L − J⃗ 2

R). A similar construction applies to the exceptional Lie groups
G2, F4, E6, E7, E8, with the invariant tensors ηa1...ak built from the generators in an irre-
ducible representation that is non-degenerate.

Finally, let us comment on the abelian case using the compact Lie group U(1) or many
copies of it:

G = U(1)×· · ·×U(1) — We note that the symmetry-resolved decomposition (61) becomes
trivial. In fact, in this case the structure constants fabc vanish because the generators T a

commute, and therefore their algebra coincides with the center, Asym = Zsym = C[T a]. As
a result, we have a decomposition of the form H =

⊕
mH

(m)
G where the eigenvalues of the

commuting generators T a (sometimes called charges or particle numbers) are collectively
denoted as m. The sym factor in the decomposition is trivial, dimH(m)

sym = 1, and can be
reabsorbed into a phase in each sector H(m)

G .

3.2 Symmetry-resolved states and subsystems

The symmetry-resolved decomposition of the Hilbert space (61) allows us to write G-invariant
observables as

O ∈ AG =⇒ O =
⊕
q

(
1
(q)
sym ⊗O

(q)
G

)
. (64)

Given a pure state |ψ⟩ ∈ H, we can write the restriction of the state to the G-invariant
observables as ρG = ⟨ψ|ΠG|ψ⟩, where the map ΠG is defined concretely by (25). A symmetry-
resolved state is defined as a pure state that remains pure when restricted to the G-invariant
subalgebra of observables AG. As shown in Sec. 2, Eq. (35), this implies that it belongs to
an irreducible representation q and has the product form:

|ψ⟩ symmetry-resolved state in H ⇐⇒ ∃ q : |ψ⟩ = |q, ξ⟩sym |q, χ⟩G . (65)

In other words, symmetry-resolved states have no entanglement between internal G-invariant
degrees of freedom and sym degrees of freedom that change under transformations of the
group G.

A symmetry-resolved subsystem is defined by a set O1, O2, . . . of G-invariant observables
that we have access to. The algebra AGS that they generate is

AGS = C[Ol] ⊆ AG with Ol ∈ AG , l = 1, . . . , L . (66)

We are interested in the restriction of a state |ψ⟩ to this subalgebra, ρGS = ⟨ψ|ΠGS |ψ⟩. To
build the map ΠGS , we follow the steps discussed in Sec. 2. First, we define the rest of the
system using the commutant algebra,

AGS ≡ (AGS)
′ = {M ∈ A | [M,Ol] = 0 , ∀ Ol ∈ AGS} . (67)
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Note that AGS also contains observables that are not G-invariant. The center of the subalge-
bra is generated by a set of commuting G-invariant observables Ri in the intersection of the
two,

ZGS = AGS ∩ AGS = C[Ri] . (68)

By diagonalizing first the commuting observables Ri and calling collectively their eigenvalues
r, we obtain the direct sum decomposition

H =
⊕
r

(
H(r)

GS ⊗H
(r)

GS

)
. (69)

This decomposition allows us to define the map ΠGS . As we are interested in the restriction of
a symmetry-resolved state to a symmetry-resolved subsystem, it is useful to have a decompo-
sition of the Hilbert space and an orthonormal basis that is adapted to both decompositions
(61) and (69). We show that this is possible in general with a concrete construction.

We introduce a decomposition adapted to symmetry-resolved states and symmetry-resolved
subsystems. Let us consider the algebra AsymGS generated by the symmetry generators T a

and by the G-invariant observables Ol that generate the subsystem,

AsymGS = C[T a, Ol] . (70)

The commutant of this algebra is6

AG S ≡ (AsymGS)
′ = C[T a, Ol]

′ = C[T a]′ ∩ C[Ol]
′ (71)

= (Asym)
′ ∩ (AGS)

′ = AG ∩ AGS (72)

Note that, because of the presence of the symmetry generators T a in AsymGS , the algebra
AG S contains only the G-invariant observables in AGS . We can now define the center

ZsymGS = AsymGS ∩ AGS = C[Qk, Ri] . (73)

Note that the center of the algebra AsymGS is generated by the elements of the center Ri

of the symmetry-resolved subsystem and by the Casimir operators Qk of the group G. The
fact that the two commutes, [Ri, Qk] = 0, follows immediately from the fact that Ri are
G-invariant observables, i.e., [Ri, T

a] = 0, and the Casimir operators (59) are functions of
the symmetry generator. By diagonalizing simultaneously the commuting set {Qk, Ri} with
eigenvalues denoted collectively by q and r, we obtain the decomposition

H =
⊕
q

(
H(q)

sym
⊗
⊕
r

(
H(r)

GS ⊗H
(q,r)

GS

))
. (74)

The decomposition comes with an orthonormal basis adapted simultaneously to symmetry-
resolved states and to the symmetry-resolved subsystems,

|q, r, α, β⟩ = |q,m⟩sym |r, α⟩GS |q, r, β⟩GS . (75)

Note that the basis elements |r, α⟩GS of the symmetry-resolved system depend on the eigen-
values r of Ri but not on the eigenvalues q of the Casimirs Qk. This feature can also be
understood by considering the two decompositions H(q)

G =
⊕

r

(
H(r)

GS ⊗ H
(q,r)

GS

)
and H(r)

GS =⊕
q

(
H(q)

sym
⊗H(q,r)

GS

)
, that relate the formulas (61), (69) and (74).

6In the first line we used the relation (14) that applies to any set of observables Hi and Kj .
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3.3 Symmetry-resolved entanglement entropy

The entanglement entropy of a symmetry-resolved state |ψ⟩ restricted to a symmetry-resolved
subsystem can be defined and computed using the tools introduced above. The symmetry-
resolved state can be first written in the basis adapted to the subsystem:

|ψ⟩ =
(∑

m

ξm |q,m⟩sym
)(∑

r

√
pr
∑
α,β

χ
(r)
αβ |r, α⟩GS |q, r, β⟩GS

)
, (76)

with pr, the probability of finding the state in the sector is r. The state belongs to a definite
sector q, it does not have entanglement between internal G-invariant degrees of freedom and
sym degrees of freedom, and, in general, can have entanglement between the G-invariant
degrees of freedom in the subsystem and its complement. The restriction to the subsystem
can be written as

ρGS = ⟨ψ|ΠGS |ψ⟩ =
⊕
r

pr ρ
(r)
GS with (ρ

(r)
GS)αα′ =

∑
β

χ
(r)
αβχ

(r)∗
α′β . (77)

The entanglement entropy S(|ψ⟩,A,AGS) can then be computed using (28), (34). Bounds on
the entanglement entropy can be written in terms of the dimensions of the sectors:

dr = dimH(r)
GS , bqr = dimH(q,r)

GS , Dq = dimH(q)
G =

∑
r drbqr . (78)

In particular a symmetry-resolved state |ψ(q)⟩ in the sector q has entanglement entropy
bounded from above by

0 ≤ S(|ψ(q)⟩,A,AGS) ≤ log
(∑

r

min(dr, bqr)
)
. (79)

Note that here, the sector H(q)
sym is simply an ancilla, and the entropy is independent of ξm.

A random symmetry-resolved state with fixed q can be defined starting from a reference
state of the symmetry-resolved form |q, ξ⟩sym |q, χ⟩G, and acting on it with a random unitary
of the form

⊕
q(U

(q)
sym ⊗ U

(q)
G ), where U (q)

sym and U
(q)
G are Haar-measure distributed on H(q)

sym

and H(q)
G respectively. The average entanglement entropy and its variance are then given by

the expressions (42) and (43), with the dimensions dr and bqr given above.

4 Locality, many-body systems and G-local entanglement

In a lattice many-body system, there is a built-in notion of locality associated with the N
bodies, or particles, at the sites of the lattice. We assume that the Hilbert space at each site
n is a copy of a finite-dimensional Hilbert space Hd ≃ Cd that carries a unitary (reducible)
representation of a compact Lie group G. Therefore, the kinematical Hilbert space HN of the
system is the tensor product of the Hilbert spaces at sites [17, 99]:

HN = Hd ⊗ · · · ⊗ Hd︸ ︷︷ ︸
N

. (80)

Calling T a
n the d-dimensional (reducible) representation of the generators of the group G at

each site n, we have that the generator of global transformation for the group G acting on
HN is simply given by the sum

T a =
N∑

n=1

T a
n . (81)
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We can then use the results of Sec. 3, and in particular (61)–(62), to decompose the Hilbert
space in symmetry-resolved sectors

HN =
⊕

qH
(q)
N =

⊕
q

(
H(q)

sym ⊗H
(q)
G

)
(82)

where the quantum number q labels the irreducible representations of the group G, i.e., the
eigenvalues of the Casimir operators for a semisimple Lie group. The representation space
H(q)

sym is the one already described in Sec. 3.1 and the invariant space is

H(q)
G = InvG

(
H(q̄)

sym ⊗Hd ⊗ · · · ⊗ Hd︸ ︷︷ ︸
N

)
, (83)

where q̄ is the conjugate representation. In this section, we discuss how the new ingredient
of locality associated with the many-body system allows us to define the distinct notions of
K-local and G-local observables illustrated in the introduction in Fig. (1),(2),(3).

4.1 K-local decomposition of the Hilbert space

Let us consider a subset n ∈ A of the nodes of the many-body lattice, for instance, the ones
defining a local region A of the lattice and excluding its complement B [99]. This subsystem
corresponds to the standard tensor-product decomposition

HN = HA ⊗HB , with HA =
⊗
n∈A
Hd , HB =

⊗
n∈B
Hd . (84)

This decomposition is associated with a K-local subalgebra of observables. Let us define first
the kinematical algebra of observables AK = L(HN ). The K-local subalgebra in A is

AKA = {O ∈ AK | O = OA ⊗ 1B with OA ∈ L(HA)} . (85)

Clearly we have that the K-local subalgebra in B coincides with the commutant of A, i.e.,
AKB = (AKA)

′, and that the center is trivial AKA ∩ AKB = 1.
We note that the operator (81) that generates global unitary transformations for the group

G takes the form
T a = T a

A ⊗ 1B + 1A ⊗ T a
B , (86)

which is additive over the subsystems A and B. The operator T a
A given by

T a
A ⊗ 1B =

∑
n∈A

T a
n ∈ AKA , (87)

and generates unitary transformations for the group G in A.7

4.2 G-local decomposition and symmetry-resolution

G-invariant observables OG of the many-body system belong to the algebra AG defined in
(58). G-local observables in the subsystem A are observables that are both G-invariant and

7Note that we are using the same notation for the generator acting on the Hilbert space of a single site
T a
n ∈ L(Hd) and for the generator acting on a single site of the many-body Hilbert space, T a

n ≡ 1d ⊗ · · · ⊗
T a
n ⊗ · · · ⊗ 1d ∈ L(Hd ⊗ · · · ⊗ Hd).
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belong to the subsystem A. They are, therefore, elements of the intersection of the two
algebras,

AGA = AKA ∩ AG . (88)

We can similarly define G-local observables in B,

AGB = AKB ∩ AG . (89)

Note that in general, for a non-abelian group, the two subalgebras are not the commutant of
each other, AGB ̸= (AGA)

′. In fact, using AG = (Asym)
′ and the intersection formula (14),

we find

(AGA)
′ = (AKA ∩ AG)

′ =
(
(AKB)

′ ∩ (Asym)
′)′ = C[1A ⊗OB, T

a
A ⊗ 1B] . (90)

We can now determine the center of the subalgebra,

ZGA = AGA ∩ (AGA)
′ = C

[
Q

(1)
A , . . . , Q

(rank(G))
A

]
, (91)

which is generated by the Casimir operators in the subsystem A,

Q
(k)
A = ηa1···ap(k) T

a1
A · · ·T

ap(k)
A , k = 1, . . . , rank(G) , (92)

with the symmetric tensors ηa1···ap(k) defined in (59). Denoting collectively qA the eigenvalues
of the subsystem Casimir operators in A, and using the results of Sec. 3.2, we obtain a
decomposition of the Hilbert space sector H(q)

N in G-local subsystems:

H(q)
N = H(q)

sym ⊗
⊕
qA

(
H(qA)

GA ⊗H
(q, qA)
GB

)
, (93)

where the factors are defined as

H(qA)
GA = InvG(H(q̄A)

sym ⊗HA) , H(q, qA)
GB = InvG(H(q̄)

sym ⊗H
(qA)
sym ⊗HB) . (94)

This decomposition provides us with an orthonormal basis of H(q)
N adapted to the subalgebra

AGA. It is then immediate to compute the entanglement entropy SGA of a state |ψ⟩ restricted
to the G-local subalgebra in A,

SGA = S(|ψ⟩,A,AGA) . (95)

It is interesting to compare the properties of the G-local entanglement entropy SGA to the
ones of the familiar K-local entanglement entropy SKA,

SKA = S(|ψ⟩,A,AKA) . (96)

In general, the two entropies do not coincide because theG-local subalgebra can be understood
as a coarse-graining of the K-local one [28], i.e., AGA ⊂ AKA. They both probe local
properties of the many-body system and can be understood as functions of the number of
bodies NA in the subsystem A. However, there is a crucial difference between the two.
Commutant symmetry (38) implies that SKA(|ψ⟩) = SKB(|ψ⟩), but in general SGA(|ψ⟩) ̸=
SGB(|ψ⟩) because AGB ̸= (AGA)

′.
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4.3 U(1) symmetry-resolved entanglement

In the case of an abelian symmetry group there are significant simplifications that we illustrate
here with the example of G = U(1) and charge conservation [4–11].

We consider a lattice many-body system with nodes carrying a copy of the two-dimensional
Hilbert space H2 = C2 of a spin-1/2 particle, and transforming under a reducible representa-
tion of the group U(1), i.e.,

HN = H2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ H2︸ ︷︷ ︸
N

with H2 =
⊕

m′=±1/2

H(m′)
2 = span(|1/2, ±1/2⟩) . (97)

The generator of the U(1) symmetry at each site is the spin operator Sz
n = σz/2, and the

generator of global U(1) transformations is

Jz =
N∑

n=1

Sz
n , (98)

which generates global rotations that preserve the direction of the axis z. The Hilbert space
of the system decomposes as a direct sum over irreducible representations of the group U(1)
labeled by the quantum number m, the eigenvalue of Jz or the total charge,

HN =

+N/2⊕
m=−N/2

(
H(m)

sym ⊗H
(m)
G

)
=

+N/2⊕
m=−N/2

H(m)
G (99)

We note that, as the group is abelian, the sym factor H(m)
sym is trivial, it has dimension

dimH(m)
sym = 1 and the pure phase eimθ associated to each irreducible representation m can

be reabsorbed in the U(1)-invariant part of the state in H(m)
G . Moreover, as for U(1) the

conjugate representation is simply m = −m, the invariant Hilbert space is given by

H(m)
G = InvG

(
H(−m)

sym ⊗HN

)
=

⊕
m1,...,mN=±1/2

m1+···+mN=m

H(m1)
2 ⊗ · · · ⊗ H(mN )

2 . (100)

To define aG-local subsystem withNA bodies, we define the generator of U(1) transformations
in A,

Jz
A =

∑
n∈A

Sz
n , (101)

with eigenvalues mA. The decomposition in G-local subsystems is then given by

H(m)
G =

⊕
mA

(
H(mA)

GA ⊗H(m,mA)
GB

)
=

⊕
mA,mB

mA+mB=m

(
H(mA)

GA ⊗H(mB)
GB

)
, (102)

where we used the relation H(mA)
sym ⊗H(mB)

sym = H(mA+mB)
sym that holds only in the abelian case,

together with the definitions

H(mA)
GA ≡ InvG(H(−mA)

sym ⊗HA) , (103)

H(m,mA)
GB ≡ InvG(H(−m)

sym ⊗H(mA)
sym ⊗HB) = InvG(H(−m+mA)

sym ⊗HB) = H(m−mA)
GB . (104)
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Note that, in the abelian case, for a symmetry-resolved state |ψ(m)⟩ ∈ H(m)
G , the G-local and

the K-local entropy coincide,

G = U(1) =⇒ SGA(|ψ(m)⟩) = SKA(|ψ(m)⟩) , (105)

and the commutant symmetry (38) implies the subsystem symmetry

G = U(1) =⇒ SGB(|ψ(m)⟩) = SGA(|ψ(m)⟩) . (106)

In the next section, we show that these relations do not hold in the non-abelian case of SU(2).

5 SU(2) symmetry-resolved entanglement in a spin system

We consider a system consisting of N spin-12 particles. Each particle has Hilbert space
H(1/2) ≃ C2, and the Hilbert space of the system comes with a built-in tensor product
structure,

HN = H(1/2) ⊗ · · · ⊗ H(1/2)︸ ︷︷ ︸
N

. (107)

The spin operators S⃗n = (Sx
n, S

y
n, S

z
n) generate SU(2) rotations of each particle, satisfy the

algebra
[Si

n , S
j
n′ ] = i δnn′ ϵijk S

k
n , n, n′ = 1, . . . , N, (108)

and can be represented in terms of Pauli matrices σ⃗ as S⃗n = 12 ⊗ . . .⊗ σ⃗
2 ⊗ . . .⊗ 12. We also

introduce the total spin operator J⃗ ,

J⃗ =
N∑

n=1

S⃗n , (109)

which generates SU(2) rotations of the full system, i.e., [J i, Sj
n] = i ϵijk S

k
n. As usual, we write

the eigenvalues of J⃗ 2 as j(j + 1). There is a minimum and a maximum spin of the system,
which depends on the number N of particles:

N even =⇒ jmin = 0 , jmax = N
2 , j integer, (110)

N odd =⇒ jmin = 1
2 , jmax = N

2 , j half-integer. (111)

Following the logic discussed in Sec. 3, we can decompose the Hilbert space HN of the system
into a direct sum of SU(2) symmetry-resolved sectors. This decomposition allows us to define
symmetry-resolved states. Moreover, using the techniques of Sec. 4, we can introduce a notion
of G-local subsystem for the non-abelian group G = SU(2).

5.1 Symmetry-resolved decomposition of the Hilbert space

We start with the algebra of observables of the system, which we call the kinematical algebra
AK to distinguish it from the group-invariant algebra AG discussed later. The kinematical
algebra of observables of the system is generated by the spin operators Si

n,

AK = L(HN ) = C
[
Si
n

]
, with n = 1, . . . , N, (112)
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where L(HN ) ≃ M2N (C) is the set of linear operators on HN , and C
[
Si
n

]
denotes the alge-

bra generated by Si
n as defined in (12). The subalgebra generated by the SU(2) symmetry

generators J i is
Asym = C

[
J i
]
. (113)

We can introduce then the commutant (Asym)
′, which defines the algebra AG of group-

invariant observables,

AG ≡ (Asym)
′ = {M ∈ AK | [M,J i] = 0 } = C[S⃗n · S⃗n′ ] . (114)

This is the algebra of observables that commute with the symmetry generators J i or, equiv-
alently, that are invariant under rotations:

O ∈ AG ⇐⇒ U OU−1 = O with U = e iαiJ
i
. (115)

The center of the subalgebra is generated by the Casimir operator J⃗ 2,

Zsym = Asym ∩ AG = C[J⃗ 2] . (116)

The symmetry-resolved decomposition of the Hilbert space is then given by a direct sum over
the eigenvalues of the elements in the center,

HN =

jmax⊕
j=jmin

(
H(j)

sym ⊗H
(j)
G

)
, (117)

that is a sum over the irreducible representations j, with each j-sector consisting of a tensor
product of the Hilbert spaces for rotational symmetry degrees of freedom and for internal
(rotationally invariant) degrees of freedom. The rotational-symmetry degrees of freedom
span a Hilbert space of dimension dimH(j)

sym = 2j+1, with an orthonormal basis given by the
spin-j states

|j,m⟩ ∈ H(j)
sym , (118)

where m = −j, . . . ,+j are the eigenvalues of Jz. The internal degrees of freedom can be
understood as the SU(2)-invariant tensors in the tensor product of N spin-12 representations
and one spin-j representation, which form the intertwiner space

H(j)
G = InvG

(
H(j) ⊗ H(1/2) ⊗ · · · ⊗ H(1/2)︸ ︷︷ ︸

N

)
. (119)

Note that we have used Eq. (83) with the conjugate representation j = j for the group SU(2).
An orthonormal basis of this space is given by the recoupling basis [22],

|j, k1, . . . , kN−2⟩ =

<latexit sha1_base64="NnjJIqhBB4WdWaqgKf6xQrB1CgQ="></latexit>

k1 k2 · · · kN�2

j

N spin 1/2

∈ H(j)
G . (120)

The quantum numbers k1, . . . , kN−2 label the eigenvalues kr(kr+1) of the recoupling operators
K⃗2

r . These operators form a maximal set of commuting observables defined in terms of the
operators

K⃗r =

r∑
n=1

S⃗n , r = 1, . . . , N − 2 (121)
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which are the generator of SU(2) rotations of the first r spins.
The dimension of the Hilbert space H(j)

G of the internal degrees of freedom can be com-
puted using the general formula for the dimension of SU(2) intertwiner space between the
representations j1, . . . , jL, (see App. A for a detailed derivation):

Dj ≡ dimH(j)
G =

2j + 1

j + N
2 + 1

(
N

N
2 + j

)
, (122)

where
(
n
k

)
= n!

k!(n−k)! is the binomial coefficient. The sum of the dimensions of symmetry-
resolved sectors matches the dimension 2N of the Hilbert space of N spin-12 particles, i.e.,
dimHN =

∑
j(2j + 1)Dj = 2N .

Symmetry-resolved states are states of N spin-12 particles that transform in a spin-j rep-
resentation of the total spin and have no entanglement between its rotational and its internal
degrees of freedom, i.e., states of the form:

|ψ⟩ = |j, ξ⟩sym |j, χ⟩G ∈ HN , (123)

with

|j, ξ⟩sym =
∑
m

ξm |j,m⟩ ∈ H(j)
sym , (124)

|j, χ⟩G =
∑

k1,...,kN−2

ck1,...,kN−2
|j, k1, . . . , kN−2⟩ ∈ H(j)

G , (125)

i.e.,
|ψ⟩ =

∑
m, k1,...,kN−2

ξm ck1,...,kN−2
|j,m⟩ |j, k1, . . . , kN−2⟩ . (126)

5.2 Symmetry-resolved subsystems: K-local vs G-local observables

A system of N -particles often comes with a built-in notion of locality. For instance, the
particles might be distributed at the nodes of a lattice, therefore inducing a notion of first-
neighbors and regions. Local observables of the system can then be expressed in terms of the
spin operators S⃗n of a subset of spins belonging to the region. The kinematical algebra of
observables AK is generated by the complete set of spin operators (112), while the subalgebra
of observables in a region A is generated by the NA spin operators in the region,

AKA = C
[
Si
a

]
, with a = 1, . . . , NA. (127)

We call AKA the K-local subalgebra of observables for the region A. Note that this subalgebra
induces the standard decomposition of the Hilbert space as a tensor product HN = HA⊗HB

over the region A and its complement B. In fact one finds that the commutant of AKA is
generated by the observables in the complementary region B, with NA +NB = N and

AKB ≡ (AKA)
′ = C

[
Si
b

]
, with b = NA + 1, . . . , NA +NB. (128)

Moreover, note that the center of the subalgebra is trivial, AKA ∩AKB = 1, which results in
the familiar tensor product structure with no direct sum.
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Observables that are invariant under the group G = SU(2) form the algebra AG, (114).
To identify a local subalgebra of G-invariant observables we take the intersection with AKA,

AGA ≡ AG ∩ AKA = C
[
S⃗a · S⃗a′

]
, with a, a′ = 1, . . . , NA. (129)

We call AGA the G-local subalgebra of observables for the region A. Note that this subalgebra
is generated by the scalar products S⃗a · S⃗a′ of spins in A. The commutant of AGA in AK is

AGA ≡ (AGA)
′ = (AG ∩ AKA)

′ =
(
(Asym)

′ ∩ (AKB)
′)′ (130)

=
(
C[J i]′ ∩ C[Si

b]
′ )′ = C

[
J i, Si

b

]
= C

[
J i, Li, Si

b

]
, (131)

where we have used the intersection formula (14). Note that AGA is not a subalgebra of AKB

as it contains also the total symmetry generator J i. Note also that AGA is not the same as
AGB. As we have highlighted in the last equality above, it is useful also to introduce the
operator Li that measures the total spin of the particles in A,

L⃗ =

NA∑
a=1

S⃗a , (132)

and generates rotations of the spins in A. Note that [L⃗2, J i] = 0 because J i generates global
rotations and L⃗2 is rotationally invariant. Therefore, the center of the subalgebra is non-trivial

ZGA = AGA ∩ AGA = C[L⃗2] , (133)

and is generated by the Casimir operator L⃗2 of A. We denote its eigenvalues ℓ(ℓ+ 1) with

NA even =⇒ ℓmin = 0 , ℓmax = NA
2 , ℓ integer, (134)

NA odd =⇒ ℓmin = 1
2 , ℓmax = NA

2 , ℓ half-integer. (135)

Using the results of Sec. 3 on subsystems from subalgebras, we find the decomposition

HN =

ℓmax⊕
ℓ=ℓmin

(
H(ℓ)

GA
⊗H(ℓ)

GA

)
. (136)

This decomposition is useful for computing the reduction of a generic pure state of the system
to the G−local subalgebra. We are interested in the reduction of a special class of states—
symmetry-resolved states—and it is useful to introduce a decomposition adapted to them.

We prepare a symmetry-resolved state |ψ⟩ = |j, ξ⟩sym |j, χ⟩G and we are interested in
measurements of G-local observables in A. In order to build a basis adapted to both the
decomposition associated with Asym = C[J i] and AGA = C[S⃗a · S⃗a′ ], we consider the algebra
generated by the union of the generating sets,

AsymGA = C[J i, S⃗a · S⃗a′ ] . (137)

Note that, using (14), this algebra can also be written in terms of the intersection of commu-
tants,

AsymGA =
(
(Asym)′ ∩ (AGA)

′)′ . (138)
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To build the decomposition, we need its commutant and center. The commutant of AsymGA

in AK is

(AsymGA)
′ = (Asym)′ ∩ (AGA)

′ = AG ∩ AGA (139)

= C
[
S⃗n · S⃗n′

]
∩ C

[
J i, Li, Si

b

]
= C[J⃗ 2, L⃗2, S⃗b · S⃗b′ ] . (140)

The center of AsymGA is then non-trivial,

ZsymGA = AsymGA ∩ (AsymGA)
′ = C[J⃗ 2, L⃗2] . (141)

Note that the observables J⃗ 2 and L⃗2 commute,8 which is always the case for the center as it
is an abelian algebra by definition. Simultaneously diagonalizing the observables J⃗ 2 and L⃗2,
we find the decomposition of the Hilbert space as a sum over j and ℓ

HN =

jmax⊕
j=jmin

ℓmax⊕
ℓ=ℓmin

(
H(j)

sym ⊗H
(ℓ)
GA ⊗H

(j,ℓ)
GB

)
, (142)

which can be reorganized as

HN =

jmax⊕
j=jmin

H(j)
N with H(j)

N = H(j)
sym ⊗

ℓmax⊕
ℓ=ℓmin

(
H(ℓ)

GA ⊗H
(j,ℓ)
GB

)
, (143)

which provides a derivation of the expression (8) in the introduction. The Hilbert spaces
appearing in (143) are defined by

H(ℓ)
GA = InvG

(
H(ℓ) ⊗ H(1/2) ⊗ · · · ⊗ H(1/2)︸ ︷︷ ︸

NA

)
, (144)

H(j,ℓ)
GB = InvG

(
H(j) ⊗H(ℓ) ⊗ H(1/2) ⊗ · · · ⊗ H(1/2)︸ ︷︷ ︸

NB

)
. (145)

Their dimensions can be computed using the general formula for the dimension of SU(2)
intertwiner space (see App. A for a detailed derivation):

dℓ ≡ dimH(ℓ)
GA =

2ℓ+ 1
NA
2 + ℓ+ 1

(
NA

NA
2 + ℓ

)
, (146)

bjℓ ≡ dimH(j,ℓ)
GB =

(
N −NA

N−NA
2 + j − ℓ

)
−

N−NA
2 − j − ℓ

N−NA
2 + j + ℓ+ 1

(
N −NA

N−NA
2 + j + ℓ

)
. (147)

If we compare the decomposition (117) with (143), we obtain the decomposition of the Hilbert
space of G-invariant degrees of freedom at fixed total angular momentum,

H(j)
G =

ℓmax⊕
ℓ=ℓmin

(
H(ℓ)

GA ⊗H
(j,ℓ)
GB

)
, (148)

8The fact that the commutator [J⃗ 2, L⃗ 2] = 0 vanishes can be quickly shown by noticing that [J i, L⃗ 2] = 0
as J i generates rotations of the full system and L⃗ 2 is a scalar.
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with the adapted orthonormal basis [22]

|ℓ, ka⟩|j, ℓ, hb⟩ =

<latexit sha1_base64="tsGjU9ARbW54+i/CqhaRzh5OB7k="></latexit>

k1 k2 · · · kNA�2

`
h1 h2 · · · hNB�2

j
`

NA spin 1/2 NB spin 1/2

, (149)

which coincides with (120), |j, kr⟩ with kr equal to ka for r = 1, . . . , NA − 2, equal to ℓ for
r = NA− 1, and equal to hb for r = NA, . . . , NA +NB − 2. From this decomposition, we also
derive the relation between the dimensions dℓ, bjℓ and Dj ,

Dj =
∑

ℓ dℓ bjℓ . (150)

We can now compute the density matrix ρGA of a symmetry-resolved state |ψ⟩ reduced to
AGA. Following the general construction described in Sec. 3, the generic symmetry-resolved
state in this basis is:

|ψ⟩ = |j, ξ⟩
∑
ℓ

√
pℓ
∑
ka,hb

χ
(ℓ)
ka,hb

|ℓ, ka⟩|j, ℓ, hb⟩ . (151)

The density matrix of the symmetry-resolved state reduced to AGA is

ρGA =
⊕
ℓ

pℓ ρℓ, (152)

where
ρℓ =

∑
ka,k′a

∑
hb

χ
(ℓ)
ka,hb

χ
(ℓ)∗
k′a,hb

|ℓ, ka⟩⟨ℓ, k′a| . (153)

This is the expression used in the next section to compute the G-local entanglement entropy
SGA.

We conclude this section with a few observations. By direct comparison of the decompo-
sition (136) and (142), we see that the decomposition of the complement of the GA-Hilbert
space is not the GB-Hilbert space as

H(ℓ)

GA
=
⊕

j

(
H(j)

sym ⊗H
(j,ℓ)
GB

)
. (154)

Moreover, differently from what happens in the abelian case discussed in Sec. 4.3, we note
that here states in H(j,ℓ)

GB are eigenstates of the total angular momentum J⃗ 2 and of the angular
momentum of A, i.e., L⃗ 2, but they are not in an eigenstate of the angular momentum of B,
i.e., J⃗ 2

B = (
∑

b S⃗b)
2, unless J⃗ 2 = 0 in which case J⃗ 2

B = L⃗ 2.

5.3 G-local entanglement entropy of symmetry-resolved states

Given a symmetry-resolved state, i.e., a state of the form (151), we can compute its density
matrix reduced to the G-local subalgebra of observables AGA using the techniques of the
previous section. The G-local entanglement entropy is then given by the general formula
(28),

SGA ≡ S
(
|ψ⟩,AG,AGA

)
= −tr(ρGA log ρGA) (155)

= −
∑
ℓ

pℓ tr(ρℓ log ρℓ) −
∑
ℓ

pℓ log pℓ , (156)
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where ρℓ is the reduced density matrix in the sector ℓ and pℓ the probability of the sector, as
defined in (152). We give a few examples to illustrate how SGA is computed and its differences
from SKA:

N = 2, j = 0 — This is the singled state |s⟩ of two spin-1/2 particles,

|s⟩ = | ↑ ↓ ⟩ − | ↓ ↑ ⟩√
2

(157)

As K-local subsystem with NA = 1, we can take the first particle with the algebra of observ-
ables AKA = C[S⃗1]. As usual [15], the associated entanglement entropy is SKA(|s⟩) = log 2.
On the other hand, if we consider the algebra of G-local observables of the first particle we
find that it is trivial as there is no rotational invariant observable besides S⃗ 2

1 = 1
2(

1
2 + 1)1,

i.e., AGA = {1} and SGA(|s⟩) = 0.

N = 2, j = 1 — This is the Hilbert space of the triplet state |tm⟩,

|tm⟩ =


|↑ ↑ ⟩ m = +1,

|↑ ↓ ⟩+ |↓ ↑ ⟩√
2

m = 0,

|↓ ↓ ⟩ m = −1 .

(158)

TheK-local subsystem withNA = 1 has entanglement entropy SKA(|t±⟩) = 0 and SKA(|t0⟩) =
log 2. On the other hand, the G-local entanglement entropy SGA(|tm⟩) = 0 vanishes again as
the subalgebra AGA = {1} is trivial.

N = 4, j = 0 — The recoupling of N = 4 spin-1/2 particles into a scalar (j = 0) defines a
two-dimensional Hilbert space spanned by the two orthogonal states

|ψ0⟩ = |s⟩A |s⟩B , (159)

|ψ1⟩ =
∑

m=0,±1

(−1)1−m
√
3
|t+m⟩A |t−m⟩B , (160)

where we have denoted A = (1, 2) and B = (3, 4) the coupling of the four particles. The
K-local and the G-local entanglement entropies of the subsystem A are

SKA(|ψ0⟩) = 0 , SGA(|ψ0⟩) = 0 ,

SKA(|ψ1⟩) = log 3 , SGA(|ψ1⟩) = 0 .
(161)

Note that the K-local entropy measures the entanglement in the magnetic degrees of freedom
m, which results in the log 3 above. On the other hand, the G-local entanglement entropy
for each of the two states vanishes as they are eigenstates of (S⃗1 + S⃗2)

2, which is the only
non-trivial observable in AGA = C[S⃗1 · S⃗2]. In fact, using the basis (149), we see that |ψ1⟩ is
factorized. To show a non-trivial G-local entropy, we consider the superposition

|ψ⟩ =
√

1− p |ψ0⟩ +
√
p eiϕ |ψ1⟩ (162)

for which we can easily compute the reduced density matrices

ρKA = (1− p) |s⟩⟨s|+ p
∑

m=0,±1

1
3 |tm⟩⟨tm| , (163)

ρGA = (1− p) |0⟩⟨0|+ p |1⟩⟨1| , (164)
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where the states |0⟩ and |1⟩ are the eigenstates with ℓ = 0, 1 of the G-local observable
L⃗ 2 = (S⃗1 + S⃗2)

2. It follows that the entanglement entropies for the K-local and the G-
local subalgebras are

SKA(|ψ⟩) = −(1− p) log(1− p)− p log(p/3) , (165)

SGA(|ψ⟩) = −(1− p) log(1− p)− p log p . (166)

In this simple case, the G-local entanglement entropy is purely due to the Shannon entropy
of the sector, i.e., the last term in (156), because the subalgebra coincides with the center,
AGA = AGB = Z.

N = 4, j = 1, m = +1 — The recoupling of N = 4 spin-1/2 particles into a vector (j = 1)
defines the Hilbert space H(1)

4 = H(1)
sym ⊗ H(1)

G of dimension 3 × 3. We consider a (m = +1)
symmetry-resolved state

|ψ⟩ =
√
1− p |η1⟩ +

√
p eiϕ |η2⟩ (167)

given by the superposition of the two orthogonal basis states with m = +1

|η1⟩ = |s⟩A |t+⟩B , |η2⟩ = 1√
2

(
|t+⟩A |t0⟩B − |t0⟩A |t+⟩B

)
, (168)

where |s⟩ and |tm⟩ are the singlet state and the triplet state (with the magnetic number
m = 0,±1) obtained by coupling two spin-1/2 particles. The K-local density matrix for the
two spins in A, defined as usual as ρKA = TrB|ψ⟩⟨ψ|, is

ρKA = (1− p)|s⟩⟨s|+ p
2

(
|t+⟩⟨t+|+ |t0⟩⟨t0|

)
−
√

p(1−p)
2

(
e−iϕ|s⟩⟨t0|+ e+iϕ|t0⟩⟨s|

)
. (169)

The non-vanishing eigenvalues of ρKA are {p2 , 1−
p
2}. Therefore, K-local entanglement entropy

is
SKA(|ψ⟩) = −p

2 log
p
2 − (1− p

2) log(1−
p
2) . (170)

On the other hand, if we have only access to the rotational invariant observable of the particles
in subsystem A = (1, 2), that is only the observable S⃗1 · S⃗2, then the accessible entropy is
given by the probability of outcomes {p, 1− p},

SGA(|ψ⟩) = −p log p − (1− p) log(1− p) . (171)

We note that, for 2
3 ≤ p ≤ 1, we have that the G-local entropy is smaller than the K-

local entropy, SGA(|ψ⟩) ≤ SKA(|ψ⟩), while for 0 ≤ p ≤ 2
3 the G-local entropy is larger

SGA(|ψ⟩) ≥ SKA(|ψ⟩). We note also another difference compared to the abelian case (1)
where the reduced density matrix is shown to be black diagonal. From (169), we see that the
density matrix ρKA is not block diagonal as it has non-vanishing matrix elements |s⟩⟨t0| that
connect blocks with different ℓ. This is a generic feature of SU(2)-symmetry-resolved states.

N = 6, j = 1, m = +1 — As a last example, we illustrate the case considered in the
introduction in Fig. 3. The Hilbert space H(1)

6 = H(1)
sym ⊗ H

(1)
G has dimension 3 × 9. We

consider the subsystem of the first NA = 3 particles. The G-local entanglement entropy is
associated to the restriction of the state to the subalgebra AGA = C[S⃗1 · S⃗2, S⃗1 · S⃗3, S⃗2 · S⃗3]
which now is a non-commutative algebra and therefore allows intertwiner entanglement, i.e.,
the first term in (156). The associated Hilbert space decomposition is

H(1)
G =

⊕
ℓ= 1

2
, 3
2

(
H(ℓ)

GA ⊗H
(1, ℓ)
GB

)
. (172)
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We consider the symmetry-resolved state with m = +1 described in Fig. 3(b),

|ψ⟩ = 1√
2
(|ψ1⟩+ |ψ2⟩) , (173)

given by the superposition of the two orthonormal |ψ1⟩ and |ψ2⟩ introduced in (10). As
shown in Fig. 3(b) for p = 1/2, the G-local entropy of this state is SGA(|ψ⟩) = log 2 while
the K-local entropy is SKA(|ψ⟩) = −3

8 log
3
8 − 5

8 log
5
8 . This example allows us to comment

on the symmetry under the exchange of A with B. Clearly SKA(|ψ⟩) = SKB(|ψ⟩). On the
other hand, we note that the restriction to the subalgebra AGB = C[S⃗4 · S⃗5, S⃗4 · S⃗6, S⃗5 · S⃗6]
is associated with Hilbert space decomposition

H(1)
G =

⊕
jB= 1

2
, 3
2

(
H(jB)

GB ⊗H
(1, jB)
GA

)
, (174)

and SGB(|ψ⟩) = 0 because |ψ⟩ is an eigenstate of (S⃗5 + S⃗6)
2 = 0 and (S⃗4 + S⃗5 + S⃗6)

2 =
1
2(

1
2 + 1). This example shows concretely that, in the non-abelian case, the commutant

symmetry (38) allows an asymmetry under subsystem exchange in the G-local entanglement
entropy, SGB(|ψ⟩) ̸= SGA(|ψ⟩).

5.4 Typical G-local entanglement entropy: exact formulas

We combine the results of Sec. 2.3 on the typical entanglement entropy of a subsystem defined
in terms of a subalgebra of observables, together with the results of Sec. 3.3 on symmetry-
resolved entanglement entropy, to derive the exact formulas for the typical G-local entangle-
ment entropy for the group G = SU(2).

The average entanglement entropy for a random symmetry-resolved state inH(j)
N = H(j)

sym⊗
H(j)

G , restricted to a G-local subsystem of NA spin-1/2 particles is given by the formula (42),
specialized to the SU(2) case:

⟨SGA⟩j =

ℓmax∑
ℓ=ℓmin

ϱℓ φℓ , (175)

where ϱℓ and φℓ are given in terms of the dimensions dℓ, bjℓ, Dj defined in (122), (146), (147).
The first quantity is

ϱℓ =
dℓ bjℓ
Dj

, (176)

and the second is

φℓ = Ψ(Dj+1)−Ψ(max(dℓ, bjℓ)+1)−min
(
dℓ−1
2bjℓ

,
bjℓ−1
2dℓ

)
. (177)

The variance (∆SGA)
2 = ⟨S2

GA⟩j − ⟨SGA⟩2j can be written as

(∆SGA)
2 =

1

D + 1

( ℓmax∑
ℓ=ℓmin

ϱℓ
(
φ2
ℓ+χℓ

)
−
( ℓmax∑
ℓ=ℓmin

ϱℓ φℓ

)2)
, (178)

where ϱℓ and φℓ are given above and χℓ is defined as

χℓ = (dℓ + bjℓ)Ψ
′(max(dℓ, bjℓ) + 1)− (Dj + 1)Ψ′(Dj + 1)+ (179)

− (min(dℓ, bjℓ)− 1)(dℓ + bjℓ +max(dℓ, bjℓ)− 1)

4 max(d2ℓ , b
2
jℓ)

. (180)
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Figure 4: (a) Page curve for the SU(2) symmetry-resolved entanglement entropy in a system consisting
of N = 10 spins. The average entanglement entropy ⟨SGA⟩j and its dispersion (∆SGA)j are computed
using the exact formulas (175)-(178) and reported as a function of the number of spins NA in the
subsystem. The Page curve with j = 1 has the largest peak entropy. The curves with j = 2, j = 0,
j = 3 and j = 4 follow. The maximum spin j = 5 has SGA = 0. The ordering of the curves
reflects the dimension of the Hilbert spaces Dj. For NA = 1, the G-local subsystem is trivial, dℓ = 1,
and the entropy SGA = 0 vanishes. The Page curve is generally not symmetric under the exchange
NA ↔ N −NA, except in the special case j = 0 where this exchange symmetry is present. (b) Leading
order of the symmetry-resolved entanglement entropy in the thermodynamic limit. At this order, the
entanglement entropy is symmetric under exchange f ↔ 1 − f . We plot the Page curve for spin
densities s = 0, s = 0.4, s = 0.6, s = 0.8, s = 0.9, s = 0.95, s = 0.99, and s = 1, which corresponds
to curves from the top to the bottom.

The formulas for average (175) and the variance (178) of the symmetry-resolved entangle-
ment entropy of a random state are exact and can be computed from the expressions of the
dimensions of the Hilbert spaces dℓ, bjℓ, and Dj .

In Fig. 3(a), we show the average and variance compared to the statistical distribution
of a sample of symmetry-resolved random states with N = 6, j = 1, m = +1 restricted to
NA = 3.

In Fig. 4(a), we show the exact average and variance for N = 10 and different values of
j as a function of the subsystem size NA, i.e., the Page curve [1, 2] for a symmetry-resolved
system. Note the asymmetry under exchange NA → N − NA, due to the asymmetry in the
dimensions dℓ and bjℓ in (146)–(147), which is a generic feature of non-abelian symmetry-
resolved entanglement (see Sec. 4.2).

6 Large N asymptotics of the SU(2) typical entropy

In a lattice many-body system, it is useful to introduce intensive quantities that allow us to
take a thermodynamic limit N → ∞ and study the behavior of the subsystem entropy as a
function of the fraction of the lattice. In this section we study the SU(2) symmetry-resolved
entanglement entropy in this limit.

6.1 Fixed spin density

The symmetry-resolved entanglement entropy (175) depends on the system size N , the total
spin j, and the subsystem size NA. Moreover, the expression contains a sum over the sub-
system spin ℓ. We introduce intensive quantities representing the subsystem fraction f , the
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system spin density s, and the subsystem spin density t:

f =
NA

N
, s =

2j

N
, t =

2ℓ

NA
. (181)

The thermodynamic limit is defined as the limit N →∞ while keeping the intensive quantities
f and s fixed. We compute the average entropy (175) and its variance (178) in this limit up
to terms of order one, O(1).

First, we derive the asymptotic expressions of the dimensions dℓ, bjℓ, and Dj in the
thermodynamic limit. We use the asymptotic expansion of the binomial coefficients for n→∞
with λ fixed, (

n
n
2 (1 + λ)

)
=

√
2 |β′′(λ)|
πn

enβ(λ)
(
1− 1

12n

3 + λ2

1− λ2 +O(n−2)

)
(182)

where the function β(s) is defined by

β(s) = −1− s
2

log

(
1− s
2

)
− 1 + s

2
log

(
1 + s

2

)
, (183)

and its derivatives are

β′(s) = −1

2
log
(1 + s

1− s
)
, β′′(s) = − 1

1− s2 . (184)

The approximation (182) holds for λ = O(1) and is useful for deriving the large-N asymptotics
of the dimensions at fixed 0 < s < 1. This approximation is invalid in the extremal cases
j = jmin and j = jmax defined in (110), and we will deal with them separately in the next
section. The asymptotic form of the dimensions in terms of intensive quantities are

Dj =
2s

1 + s

√
2 |β′′(s)|
πN

eNβ(s)

(
1 +

1

12N

12− s(9− s)(3− s)
s(1− s2) +O(N−2)

)
, (185)

dℓ =
2t

1 + t

√
2 |β′′(t)|
πfN

efNβ(t)

(
1 +

1

12fN

12− t(9− t)(3− t)
t(1− t2) +O(N−2)

)
, (186)

bjℓ =

√
2 |β′′( s−tf

1−f )|
πN (1− f) e

(1−f)Nβ( s−tf
1−f

)
(
1− 1

12(1− f)N
3 +

( s−tf
1−f

)2
1−

( s−tf
1−f

)2 +O(N−2)

)
. (187)

Note that, in the asymptotic formula for bjℓ, the second term in the exact expression (147) is
exponentially small, and therefore it does not contribute to the asymptotics for 0 < s < 1 and
large N . On the other hand, this approximation is invalid for s = 0, that is, when j = jmin

which is not compatible with the scaling assumed in (181), and will be treated separately in
the next section. In the thermodynamic limit, the sum over the spin ℓ becomes an integral
over the spin density

∑
ℓ →

∫ 1
0 f

N
2 dt and the probability distribution (176) is given by a

continuous probability distribution

ϱ(t)dt =
dℓbjℓ
Dj

f
N

2
dt = ϱ0(t)

(
1 +

ϱ1(t)

N
+O(N−2)

)
e
N
(
fβ(t)+(1−f)β

(
s−ft
1−f

)
−β(s)

)
dt , (188)
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where

ϱ0(t) = f
N

2

√
2

πf(1− f)N
(s+ 1)t

s(t+ 1)

√
|β′′(t)| |β′′

( s−ft
1−f

)
|

|β′′(s)| , (189)

ϱ1(t) =
1

12f

12− t(9− t)(3− t)
t(1− t2) − 1

12(1− f)
3 +

( s−tf
1−f

)2
1−

( s−tf
1−f

)2 − 1

12

12− s(9− s)(3− s)
s(1− s2) . (190)

The limit of function φℓ (177) is given by the lower bound (49),

φ(t) = logmin
(Dj

bjℓ
,
Dj

dℓ

)
− 1

2 min
(
dℓ
bjℓ
,
bjℓ
dj

)
, (191)

and the average entanglement entropy at fixed s is given by the integral

⟨SGA⟩s =
∫ 1

0
ϱ(t)φ(t) dt . (192)

We evaluate the integral over t using the Laplace approximation for large N (see App. B). The
integral is concentrated at the critical point t = s defined as the maximum of the exponent
of (188). If f < 1

2 , at the critical point the dimension bjℓ is exponentially larger than dj .
Therefore, we can ignore the second term in (191) as it is exponentially small. Similarly, at
the critical point, the min in the logarithm in (191) selects the ratio Dj/bjℓ, which allows us
to write

φ(t) = N
(
β(s)− (1− f)β

( s−ft
1−f

))
+ 1

2 log
(

β′′(s)

β′′
(

s−ft
1−f

))+ log
(2s√1−f

1+s

)
+O(N−1) . (193)

At half-system size, f = 1/2, extra care is necessary because of a discontinuity in the integral.
The dimensions satisfy the inequalities bjℓ > dℓ for t < s, but bjℓ < dℓ for t > s. The
logarithm in (191) is discontinuous at the critical point t = s, and we have to resort to
a Laplace approximation that allows for discontinuities (see App. B). There are additional
contributions at order O(

√
N) and at order O(1). Note that, at f = 1/2, the second term

in (191) is not exponentially small, but detailed analysis shows that it is of order O(1/
√
N)

and therefore does not contribute to the thermodynamic limit. Summarizing, the average
entanglement entropy for f ≤ 1/2 is:

⟨SGA⟩s = β(s)fN − |β′(s)|√
2π|β′′(s)|

√
N δ

f,
1
2
+ f+log(1−f)

2 +
(
1− 1

2δf,12

)
log
(

2s
1+s

)
−
(
1− f − 1

2δf,12

)
1−s
2s log

(
1+s
1−s

)
+O(N− 1

2 ) for f ≤ 1
2 ,

(194)

and for f > 1/2

⟨SGA⟩s = β(s)(1−f)N + (1−f)+log f
2 +(1−f)1−s

2s log
(
1+s
1−s

)
+O(N− 1

2 ) for f > 1
2 . (195)

Note that the leading order O(N) and the subleading order O(
√
N) are symmetric under

exchange of the subsystem with its complement. However, the order O(1) term is not sym-
metric, f ←↛ (1 − f). The leading order and its dependence on the spin density s via the
function β(s) (183) is displayed in Fig. 4(b).

Using the same technique, we find that the variance is:

(∆SGA)
2
s =

√
π
2

(
f(1−f)− 1

2π δf, 12

) (1−s)3/2(s+1)5/2

8s

(
log 1+s

1−s

)2
N

3
2 e−Nβ(s)

(
1+O(N−1)

)
. (196)

We note that the variance is exponentially small in N . Moreover, at the order considered,
the variance is invariant under the symmetry f ↔ (1− f).
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6.2 Extremal cases: jmax and jmin

In the extremal case of maximum spin, j = jmax = N/2, the Hilbert space H(jmax)
G contains

only one state and the dimension (122) is Djmax = 1. Moreover, the composition of angular
momenta constrains the spin of the subsystem A to be maximal, i.e., ℓ = ℓmax, and the
dimensions (146) and (147) of the factors are dℓmax = 1, bjmaxℓmax = 1. Therefore, the unique
symmetry-resolved state with j = jmax is factorized, as the exact formula of the average and
variance of the entanglement entropy confirm:

⟨SGA⟩jmax = 0 , (∆SGA)
2
jmax

= 0 . (197)

The other extremal case, j = jmin, is non trivial. Let us assume that N is even so that
jmin = 0. In this case, the relevant asymptotic formula for the binomial coefficient is(

n
n
2 + x

)
=

√
2

nπ
en log 2 e−

2x2

n
(
1 +O(n−1)

)
, (198)

that is valid for x = O(
√
n) and n → ∞.9 In the sum (175), we first assume ℓ = O(

√
N),

motivated by the fact that it corresponds to the subsystem with the largest dimension. We
then check this hypothesis a posteriori. In this limit, the dimensions of the Hilbert spaces are

D0 =

√
8

π

1

N3/2
eN log 2

(
1 +O(N−1)

)
, (199)

dℓ =

√
2

π

4ℓ

(fN)3/2
efN log 2 e

−2 ℓ2

fN
(
1 +O(N−1)

)
. (200)

Note that, for j = 0, the dimensions b0ℓ and dℓ are mapped into each other by sending
f ↔ 1− f . This is an exact property of (146) and (147) which in the asymptotic limit results
into the expression

b0ℓ =

√
2

π

4ℓ

((1− f)N)3/2
e(1−f)N log 2 e

−2 ℓ2

(1−f)N
(
1 +O(N−1)

)
. (201)

It is useful to introduce the rescaled variable u =
√

2
f(1−f)N ℓ, which simplifies the calculation

of the integral. The probability distribution (176) in the thermodynamic limit becomes the
continuous distribution

ϱ(u) du =
4√
π
u2 e−u2 (

1 +O(N−1)
)
du . (202)

The sum over the spin ℓ becomes an integral over the positive real line in the thermodynamic
limit. It is worth noticing that (202) is independent of the system’s parameters N and f at
the leading order and is normalized at all orders. The calculation of the average entropy is
straightforward. If f < 1

2 , the dimension b0ℓ is exponentially larger than dℓ, therefore (191)
is just given by the logarithmic term. If f = 1

2 , then b0ℓ = dℓ and the second term in (191)
contributes a −1

2 correction. Therefore,

φ(u) = fN log 2− 1

2
logN− 1

2
log f− 1

2
log 2+log(1−f)+u2f−log u− 1

2δf,12
+O(N−1) . (203)

9Note that here we cannot use (182) where λ = O(1)

35



We obtain the average entanglement entropy by performing the integral

⟨SGA⟩0 =
∫ ∞

0
ϱ(u)φ(u) du , (204)

keeping all terms up to O(1). Summarizing, the average entanglement entropy for f ≤ 1
2 is

⟨SGA⟩0 = fN log 2− 1
2 logN − 1

2 log f + log(1− f)

+ (12 − f) log 2 + 3
2f − 1− γE

2 − 1
2δf,12

+O(N−1) .
(205)

The average entropy for f > 1/2 can be obtained via the exact symmetry f ↔ (1 − f) that
applies to the case of j = 0. The calculation for the variance (178) is similar, and we find

(∆SGA)
2
0
=

√
2π
4

(
f(32f − 1) + π2

8 − 1 + 1
4δf, 12

)
N

3
2 e−N log 2

(
1 +O(N−1)

)
, (206)

for f ≤ 1/2, and the formula for f > 1/2 can again be obtained via the exact symmetry
f ↔ (1− f) that applies to the case of j = 0.

6.3 Comparison of G-local and K-local asymptotics

The asymptotics of the average K-local entanglement entropy was studied in [20]. The system
considered is the same as the one described here in Sec. 5.1, with the additional assumption of
vanishing magnetization, m = 0, to select symmetry-resolved states. Using a combination of
analytical and numerical methods, asymptotic formulas for the thermodynamic limit N →∞
at fixed f and s were studied. We compare these results for the ones obtained here in Sec. 6.1–
6.2 for the G-local entanglement entropy of the same symmetry-resolved states.

For maximal spin jmax = N/2, i.e., for the case s = 1, the Hilbert space takes the form

H(jmax)
N = H(jmax)

sym ⊗H(ℓmax)
GA ⊗H(jmax,ℓmax)

GB , (207)

i.e., in the decomposition (143) there is a single allowed value of ℓ, and the dimensions are
dimH(ℓmax)

GA = 1, dimH(jmax,ℓmax)
GB = 1, and dimH(jmax)

sym = N + 1. As a result, the average
G-local entropy necessarily vanishes (197) because any symmetry-resolved state in this sector
has zero entanglement between G-local degrees of freedom. On the other hand, the K-local
entanglement entropy also measures the entanglement in magnetic degrees of freedom mA at
fixed m = mA +mB in H(jmax)

sym , which are not G-local. This K-local entanglement results in
an average entropy that scales as 1

2 logN . The comparison of the two different scalings found
in [20] and in Sec. 6.2 is shown in the table:

j = jmax N
√
N δf, 1

2
logN 1 δf, 1

2

⟨SGA⟩jmax 0 0 0 0 0

⟨SKA⟩jmax,m=0 0 0 1
2

1
2 log

πef(1−f)
2 0

(208)

For minimum spin, j = 0 (assuming N even), i.e., for the case s = 0, the leading order
O(N) of the K-local and G-local average entropies coincide. There is again a difference
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at order O(logN) and at order O(1) (first computed in [26] for the K-local entropy). A
comparison of the contributions found in [20] and in Sec. 6.2 is shown in the table:

j = 0 N
√
N δf, 1

2
logN 1 δf, 1

2

⟨SGA⟩0 f log 2 0 −1
2 aGA(f) −1

2

⟨SKA⟩0 f log 2 0 0 aKA(f) −1
2

(209)

where

aKA(f) =


3
2f + 3

2 log(1− f) f ≤ 1/2 ,

f ←→ (1− f) f > 1/2 ,
(210)

aGA(f) =


3
2f + log(1− f)− 1

2 log f + (12 − f) log(2)− 1− γE
2 f ≤ 1/2 ,

f ←→ (1− f) f > 1/2 .
(211)

We note the symmetry f ↔ (1− f), which is an exact symmetry for j = 0.

For spin j of order O(N), i.e., fixed spin density s = 2j/N with 0 < s < 1, the asymptotics
of the K-local average entropy studied in [20] and the G-local average entropy derived in
Sec. 6.1 agree at order O(N) and O(

√
N). A difference again arises at order O(logN) and

O(1), as summarized in the table:

0 < s < 1 N
√
N δf, 1

2
logN 1 δf, 1

2

⟨SGA⟩s β(s) f − |β′(s)|√
2π |β′′(s)|

0 bGA(f, s) cGA(s)

⟨SKA⟩s,m=0 β(s) f − |β′(s)|√
2π |β′′(s)|

1
2 bKA(f, s) 0

(212)

where β(s), β′(s), β′′(s) are given by (183)–(184), and

bKA(f, s) =


f+log(1−f)

2 − 1−2f(1−s)
2s log

(
1+s
1−s

)
+ log 2s3/2√

1−s2
+ 1

2 log
πef(1−f)

2 f ≤ 1/2 ,

f ←→ (1− f) f > 1/2 ,
(213)

bGA(f, s) =


f+log(1−f)

2 − (1− f)1−s
2s log

(
1+s
1−s

)
+ log

(
2s
1+s

)
f ≤ 1/2 ,

(1−f)+log f
2 + (1− f)1−s

2s log
(
1+s
1−s

)
f > 1/2 ,

(214)

cGA(f, s) =
1
2
1−s
2s log

(
1+s
1−s

)
− 1

2 log
(

2s
1+s

)
. (215)

We note that the asymmetry of the G-local average entropy under subsystem exchange,
f ←↛ (1−f), discussed in Sec. 5.4 and Sec. 6.1 arises only at order O(1), as shown explicitly
in (214).

Additionally, we observe that in all the cases considered here, we find that the average
K-local entropy studied in [20] and the average G-local entropy derived here satisfy:

⟨SKA⟩ − ⟨SGA⟩ = 1
2 logN +O(1) . (216)

The difference can be attributed to the entanglement in the magnetic degrees of freedom
probed by K-local observables, as discussed in (208).
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7 Discussion

This paper introduces a mathematical framework for symmetry-resolved entanglement with a
non-abelian symmetry groupG. The framework relies on the notion of subsystem defined oper-
ationally in terms of a subalgebra of observables (Sec. 2). In the case of a non-abelian symme-
try, this framework identify symmetry-resolved observables that are G-invariant, symmetry-
resolved states that can be prepared and measured by these observables, and a decomposition
of the Hilbert space that generalizes the familiar notions of direct sum over abelian charges
and of tensor product over independent subsystems (Sec. 3). The framework is general and
does not require a built-in notion of locality or the choice of a Hamiltonian. Once we introduce
a notion of locality, a distinction between K-local and G-local observables arises: kinematical
observables in a many-body system are naturally local but, in general, are not invariant un-
der transformations of the group G. On the other hand, invariant observables are generally
non-local. G-local observables are both local and G-invariant. In various physical settings,
they are the only accessible observables defining a symmetry-resolved subsystem. Symmetry-
resolved entanglement entropy is defined here as the entropy SGA of symmetry-resolved states
restricted to a symmetry-resolved subsystem (Sec. 4). To illustrate this general framework,
we considered the example of a system invariant under the group G = SU(2), computed the
exact average entanglement entropy and its variance for random symmetry-resolved states
(Sec. 5) and studied its Page curve in the thermodynamic limit (Sec. 6).

In the case of an abelian symmetry, such as the group G = U(1), the construction pre-
sented here reduces to known results [4–7] because the relation (102) significantly simplifies
the symmetry-resolved decomposition. In particular, in the analysis of symmetry-resolved
entanglement [12–14], the block-diagonal form of the reduced density matrix with U(1) sym-
metry plays a key role. In fact, the notion of entanglement asymmetry associated with a
projected density matrix has been proposed as a measure of symmetry breaking [60]. In the
non-abelian case, the block-diagonal form (77) arises once one identifies the generalization
(74) of symmetry-resolved subsystems. The relevant expressions for the SU(2) case are (152)
and (143), which are non-trivial for excited states with j ̸= 0. It would be interesting to
use this formulation to extend the analysis of entanglement asymmetry as a probe of SU(2)
symmetry breaking [60].

The Page curve was first introduced in [1] as a measure of the typical entanglement entropy
of a random pure state without any constraints. The distribution of the typical entropy in the
presence of an additive constraint (corresponding to an abelian symmetry) was introduced
in [2], where an exact formula for the average and the variance is given. In this paper, we
derived exact formulas for the average and variance of the distribution of the entanglement
entropy of random pure states with non-abelian symmetry group G, (42)–(43)–(78). When
the results of [2] for an abelian symmetry are applied to the thermodynamic limit of a many-
body system, the average over the distribution reproduces a volume law V ∼ N for the
entanglement entropy [4–7]. Moreover, a

√
V correction arises at half-system size because of

the abelian constraint. This correction was first observed numerically [100] and explained in
terms of energy conservation [101], and then derived from number conservation [4]. A global
non-abelian symmetry, such as SU(2), also results in a leading-order volume-law entanglement
entropy, together with a square-root-volume correction at half-system size, as first found in
[20] and derived in Sec. 6 from the asymptotics of the exact formulas for the typical entropy
(See (212) for a comparison). The coefficient (183) of the volume-law scaling depends on the
spin density j/V , which can be generalized to the densities qk/V for the non-abelian charges,
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Figure 5: Quantum polyhedra provide a concrete example of SU(2) symmetry-resolved states that can
be probed only using G-local observables that measure their intrinsic geometry. Each spin corresponds
to a quantum plane of fixed area, and the SU(2) invariance in the coupling of angular momenta
corresponds to the closure of the faces of the polyhedron [97, 98].

i.e., the rank(G) Casimir operators of a general compact semisimple Lie group G. Moreover,
at order O(1) in the thermodynamic limit, an asymmetry under subsystem exchange arises,
f ←↛ (1 − f), where f = VA/V is the subsystem-volume fraction. This is a new feature of
non-abelian symmetry-resolved entanglement that we discuss in Sec. 4.2 for a general group
G, and illustrate in (173) for a small system and in (214) for a many-body system in the
thermodynamic limit. While for a global symmetry, this phenomenon is subleading in the
thermodynamic limit, it would be interesting to investigate its consequences in the case of a
local symmetry and its impact on the estimate of the Page time in black hole evaporation
[23–25, 102–104].

The results of this paper are general and do not depend on the choice of a specific Hamilto-
nian. They depend only on the structure of the Hilbert space and on the representation of the
symmetry group G. This group can be understood as a symmetry of the dynamics, such as the
Hamiltonian (2) discussed in the introduction as a motivation. Entanglement in eigenstates
of a specific quantum-chaotic Hamiltonian with abelian symmetry group G = U(1) is studied
in [8, 9] for the spin-1/2 XXZ chain and in [10, 11] for XXZ model and the mixed-field Ising
model with a constrained energy window. Remarkably, they show that the distribution of
the entanglement entropy of mid-spectrum energy eigenstates, computed numerically, agrees
with the analytical distribution found in [2]. We conjecture that the distribution P (SGA)
with average and variance (42)–(43)–(78) found in this paper (See Fig. 3(a)) matches the
distribution of the entanglement entropy of energy eigenstates of quantum-chaotic Hamilto-
nians with non-abelian symmetry group G, restricted to G-local subsystems. It would be
interesting to test this conjecture numerically, extending the state-of-the-art exact diagonal-
ization of [8–11] to quantum-chaotic Hamiltonians with a non-abelian symmetry, such as the
random Heisenberg model (2) and the Heisenberg model on a lattice with local interactions
[17], as done in [19, 20] for SU(2). This conjecture is of direct relevance to recent develop-
ments in non-abelian eigenstate thermalization [18–20], thermodynamics with noncommuting
conserved charges [26, 81–83], and quantum many-body scars [87, 88].

Another new phenomenon that arises in the non-abelian case is the distinction (88) be-
tween K-local and G-local subsystems. The notion of G-local observables plays an effective
role in systems with a gapped Hamiltonian and selection rules that restrict the accessible
observables to multiplets in the energy spectrum (See Fig. 1). G-local observables play also
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a fundamental role in systems with an intrinsic symmetry that constrains the accessible ob-
servables [44–49], as it is the case for quantum reference frames where one adopts an intrinsic
perspective [105–108]. Another example where G-local observables play a central role is the
case of the quantum geometry of a polyhedron [97, 98]. The G-local observables S⃗a · S⃗b de-
scribed in Fig. 1 measure the angle between the faces of the quantum polyhedron, shown in
Fig. 5 for different sectors of spin j.

It would be interesting to derive also the exact formulas for the average and the variance
of the probability distribution P (SKA) for K-local observables (See Fig. 3). In [20], the
asymptotics of the average was computed for a spin system using a combination of analytical
and numerical techniques, and in (216) we observed that the averages of SKA and SGA differ
at order log-volume in the thermodynamic limit.

The framework introduced in this paper applies both to groups G that act globally on
the system—a rigid symmetry—and to groups G×N that act locally at the N nodes of a
lattice, i.e., a lattice gauge symmetry [38–40]. In this case, we expect that the new features of
non-abelian symmetry-resolved entanglement play a central role, and it would be interesting
to explore their effect on the Page curve in lattice gauge theory [109] and spin-network states
in loop quantum gravity [41–43, 110–113]. Finally, the framework introduced here assumes a
finite-dimensional Hilbert space. It would be interesting to extend this analysis to quantum
field theory [34–37] where, in a finite volume and at fixed energy, the microcanonical sectors
of the Hilbert space have finite dimension.
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A Dimension of SU(2) intertwiner spaces

In this section we give a derivation of the dimension of the Hilbert spaces H(ℓ)
GA, H(j,ℓ)

GB , and
H(j)

G based on the calculation of the dimension of the SU(2) invariant spaces

ν(j1, . . . , jL) = dim InvG(H(j1) ⊗ · · · ⊗ H(jL)) . (217)

These invariant spaces, also known as intertwiners, are well studied in loop quantum gravity
[41, 42], where they are the fundamental building blocks for describing quantum geometries
[97, 98]. Using techniques typical of intertwiner calculations, we write ν in integral form

ν(j1, . . . , jL) =

∫
SU(2)

χ(j1)(g) · · ·χ(jL)(g) dg , (218)
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where dg is the Haar measure for the group SU(2) and χ(ji) is the character of the repre-
sentation with spin ji. We compute the integral using the class-angle parametrization of the
group, χ(j)(g) = sin(2j+1)θ

sin θ , where θ is the class angle of g and
∫
dg = 2

π

∫ 2π
0 (sin θ)2 dθ.

This paper uses the dimension ν with N spin-1/2 and one spin-j. After a few manipula-
tions with elementary trigonometric identities, we find

ν(12 , . . . ,
1
2 , j) =

2N

π

∫ 2π

0
(sin θ) (cos θ)N (sin (2j + 1) θ) dθ . (219)

Using the residue theorem, we evaluate the integral (219) as a contour integral on the unit
circle of the complex plane. The only contribution to the integral comes from the pole in the
origin

ν(12 , . . . ,
1
2 , j) = −1

2Resz=0

(
1
z

(
1
z − z

) (
1

z2j+1 − z2j+1
) (

1
z + z

)N)
. (220)

We expand the binomial
(
1
z + z

)N
=
∑N

k=0

(
N
k

)
z2k−N and read the residue from the coefficient

of 1
z . If N + 2j is odd, the integral is vanishing. If N + 2j is even, we find

ν(12 , . . . ,
1
2 , j) =

2j + 1
N
2 + j + 1

(
N

N
2 + j

)
. (221)

This is the expression also found, for instance, in [19, 20] and derived via combinatorial
methods.

Using the intertwiner methods discussed above, we can now compute the dimension ν with
N −NA spin-1/2, one spin-j, and one spin-ℓ which appears in the formula for the non-abelian
symmetry-resolved entanglement entropy. We find

ν(12 , . . . ,
1
2 , j, ℓ) =

2N−NA+1

π

∫ 2π

0
(cos θ)N−NA

(
sin(2j + 1)θ

)(
sin(2ℓ+ 1)θ

)
dθ (222)

=

(
N −NA

N−NA
2 + j − ℓ

)
−

N−NA
2 − j − ℓ

N−NA
2 + j + ℓ+ 1

(
N −NA

N−NA
2 + j + ℓ

)
. (223)

We note that this formula reduces to the expression (221) for ℓ = 0 or j = 0.

To summarize, we have

Dj = dimH(j)
G = ν(12 , . . . ,

1
2 , j) , (224)

dℓ = dimH(ℓ)
GA = ν(12 , . . . ,

1
2 , ℓ) , (225)

bjℓ = dimH(j,ℓ)
GB = ν(12 , . . . ,

1
2 , j, ℓ) . (226)

B Laplace approximation and discontinuities

In this section, we review the asymptotic expansion of integrals using the Laplace method
[114] and extend this method to the presence of discontinuities. We derive an asymptotic
expansion for N ≫ 1 of integrals of the form

I =

∫
K
h(x) eNg(x) dx , (227)
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where K ⊂ R and h(x) and g(x) are two real-valued functions defined on K such that the
integral is well defined for large enough N . We first assume that the functions h and g
are smooth on K. Then, we present the formula for the case with h continuous but with
a discontinuous first derivative at a point. We assume that the function g has a global
maximum at x0 in K where the gradient vanishes, g′(x0) = 0, and the function also vanishes
at the maximum g(x0) = 0. The integral is approximated asymptotically by

I = h(x0)

√
− 2π

Ng′′(x0)

(
1 +

C1

N
+ o

(
1

N

))
, (228)

where

C1 = −
1

2

h′′(x0)

h(x0)g′′(x0)
+

1

8

g′′′′(x0)h(x0)

h(x0)g′′(x0)2
+

1

2

g′′′(x0)h
′(x0)

h(x0)g′′(x0)2
− 5

24

g′′′(x0)
2h(x0)

h(x0)g′′(x0)3
. (229)

The approximation (228) relies on three main observations.

1. Only the immediate neighborhood of x0 contributes to the integral.

2. We expand the function g(x) around x0, and we approximate the exponential part of the
integrand with a narrow Gaussian e−

N
2
g′′(x0)(x−x0)2 . This confirms the first assumption.

3. We expand the remaining part of the integrand around x0 and extend the integral to
the whole real line.

The integrals of terms of the expansion with the Gaussian (x0 is a maximum, so g′′(x0) < 0)
are given by

M (p) =

∫ ∞

−∞
(x− x0)p eN

g′′(x0)
2

(x−x0)2dx =

0 p odd,
√
2π(p− 1)!!

(
− 1

Ng′′(x0)

) p+1
2

p even.
(230)

If we are interested in the leading order or (228), expanding the integrand up to order O(1)
and combining with M0 is sufficient

h(x0)M
(0) = h(x0)

√
− 2π

Ng′′(x0)
. (231)

However, to compute the next-to-leading order (229), we have to expand the integrand up to
order O(x− x0)6. The relevant terms are

h′′(x0)M
(2) = − 1

N
1
2
h′′(x0)
g′′(x0)

√
− 2π

Ng′′(x0)
,

N
(

1
24g

′′′′(x0)h(x0) +
1
6g

′′′(x0)h
′(x0)

)
M (4) = 1

N

(
1
8
g′′′′(x0)
g′′(x0)2

+ 1
2
g′′′(x0)h′(x0)
h(x0)g′′(x0)2

)√
− 2π

Ng′′(x0)
,

N2 1

72
g′′′(x0)

2h(x0)M
(6) = − 1

N
5
24

g′′′(x0)2

g′′(x0)3

√
− 2π

Ng′′(x0)
.

Collecting them together, we obtain (229).

In the derivations in Sec. 6, we need to compute integrals of the form (227) with a function
h that is not continuous in x0. For simplicity, we will assume that g(x) is still smooth in x0.
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We follow the same strategy, expanding the integrand around x0 and separating the integrals
in x < x0 and x > x0. The split Gaussian integrals are such that∫ ∞

x0

(x− x0)p eN
g′′(x0)

2
(x−x0)2dx = (−1)p

∫ x0

−∞
(x− x0)p eN

g′′(x0)
2

(x−x0)2dx , (232)

and

M̃ (p) =

∫ ∞

x0

(x− x0)p eN
g′′(x0)

2
(x−x0)2dx =


1
2

√
2π(p−1

2 )!
(
− 1

Ng′′(x0)

) p+1
2

p odd,

1
2

√
2π(p− 1)!!

(
− 1

Ng′′(x0)

) p+1
2

p even.
(233)

The leading order of the Laplace approximation is similar to the one found earlier,

(
h(x−0 ) + h(x+0 )

)
M̃ (0) =

h(x−0 ) + h(x+0 )

2

√
− 2π

Ng′′(x0)
. (234)

Here, we denote with h(x±0 ) the right/left limit of the function h in x0. If h is continuous in
x0, the formula (234) reduces to (231). The next-to-leading order term is

(
h′(x−0 )− h′(x+0 )

)
M̃ (1) =

h′(x−0 )− h′(x+0 )
2

√
2π

−1
Ng′′(x0)

, (235)

which is, in general, non-vanishing if the first derivative of h is discontinuous in x0. The
calculation for the next-to-next-leading order term is similar. To summarize, if the function
h is discontinuous at the maximum x0 of g, the Laplace approximation for the integral (227)
is

I =
h(x−0 ) + h(x+0 )

2

√
− 2π

Ng′′(x0)

(
1 +

C̃1/2√
N

+
C̃1

N
+ o

(
1

N

))
, (236)

where

C̃1/2 =
h′(x−0 )− h′(x+0 )
h(x−0 ) + h(x+0 )

√
− 2

Nπg′′(x0)
, (237)

and

C̃1 =
h(x−0 )C1(x

−
0 ) + h(x+0 )C1(x

+
0 )

h(x−0 ) + h(x+0 )
, (238)

where we denote by C1(x
±
0 ) the expression (229) computed (as a limit) in x±0 . Therefore, a

discontinuity results in a O(1/
√
N) correction in the asymptotic expansion.
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